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HAMDEN HAPPENINGS, 
September 11th, 2019 edition 

  
Dear Hamden Plains Church community, 
  
Eighteen years ago today our nation was attacked by Islamic extremists.  Violence and hate 
can pervert all religions, including Christianity.  Let us work always to speak and be people of 
love, not hate; welcome, not exclusion. 
  
Please remember in prayer today all those who lost their lives in the attacks of September 11, 
2001: New York City, the Pentagon, and the heroic passengers of Flight 93 who, overcoming the 
terrorists and crashing their plane near Shanksville, PA, thwarted an attack on either the Capitol 
or the White House.  Please also remember the heroic first responders to each of these attacks, 
the many who face continuing illness because of exposure to toxins, and the families whose 
loved ones will never return.  If you have not been to the 9/11 Memorial and Museum in New 
York City, you owe it to yourself to plan a trip there.  It is a sobering, humbling but ultimately 
inspiring place to remember. 



  
Worship this week resumes our 10:15 a.m. start.  This first day of Sunday School begins 
classes at 9 a.m.   Informal hymn singing will begin at 10 a.m. with formal worship at 
10:15 a.m.  Our preacher will be the Rev. David Gilmore, Conference Director of Church 
Development and Revitalization, with Pastor Brian as liturgist.   We will celebrate the Sacrament 
of Baptism for Audrey Marie Quinn and Mackenzie Emelia Larrow, children of Christina and 
Gregg.  Fellowship Time will be hosted by Charlotte Sroka. 
  
Last Sunday’s Church Picnic was, from all accounts, a wonderful success: beautiful weather, 
great food, and 52 people under the pavilion at Sleeping Giant State Park.  Watch for more 
details and pictures in the October “Messenger.” 
  
Speaking of which, the deadline for submissions is this Sunday, Sept. 15.  Please send them 
electronically to secretary.hpumc@gmail.com or leave print copy in the church office. 
  
Stewardship Committee meets tonight, 8:15 – 9:15 p.m. in the Nursery.  Administrative Team 
meets tomorrow, Sept. 12, 7 – 8:30 p.m. in the Narthex. 
  
Please continue to keep your church in prayer. 
                                                                                   Pastor Brian Bodt 
  
And now for the week ahead: 
Pentecost XIV, September 15th:As noted above, worship resumes at 10:15 a.m. with 
informal hymn-singing at 10 a.m.  Sunday School for all ages at 9 a.m. Rev. Gilmore’s 
sermon, “Just One!” will be based on Luke 15:1-3, 8-10.  Other service details, including 
baptisms, are noted above. 
  
Assisting in Worship 
  September 15th      
Greeter Moore Family 
Liturgist Pastor Brian 
Children’s Sermon Sacrament of Baptism 
Acolyte Erik Malanson 
Ushers 
  
Attendance Clerk 

Charlotte Sroka 
Frank Teodosio 
Carol Galloway 

Fellowship Time Charlotte Sroka 

Counters Marty Hartog 
Bancroft Nicholson 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The OCTOBER “Messenger” DEADLINE is this Sunday, Sept. 15.  Please submit articles 
to secretary.hpumc@gmail.com or leave print copy in the church office. 
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS ORIENTATION is moved to Thursday, Sept. 19, 4 – 5 p.m. in the 
Nursery.  The orientation will be to become acquainted with the purpose of Confirmation, to 
determine a schedule for classes and service project, and to answer any additional 
questions.  Confirmation is tentatively scheduled for Pentecost Sunday, May 31st, 2020.  Any 
8th grade student or older who has not been confirmed is eligible to attend.  We currently have 
two students enrolled; more are welcome! 
  
UPCOMING MINISTRY EVENTS 
  
THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE is finalizing a slate of officers and committees for election at 
our Sept. 17th Church Conference.  Current openings include all our program areas: Worship, 
Education, Missions, Evangelism, Prayer Team and Congregational Care.  The committee 
expresses appreciation to all who have already agreed to serve in 2020.  If you are interested in 
learning more about these ministries and the nature of the commitment, please contact any 
member of the Nominating Committee: Pastor Brian Bodt, Lois Fucci, Megan Malanson, Kersten 
Moore, Holly O’Brien or Charlotte Sroka. 
  
CHURCH CONFERENCE will be this coming Tuesday, September 17th, 7 p.m. in the 
Narthex.  Our Superintendent, Dr. Sylvester, will preside.  Anyone may attend, with vote 
reserved to members of Hamden Plains United Methodist Church.  Agenda will include the 
election of officers, Trustees and committees, a report on the State of the Church, adoption of 
“Mission” and “Vision” statements, the presentation of a draft 2020 budget, and a presentation 
by Dr. Sylvester on “yoking,” “merging” and “closing,” options that are also available to us as we 
consider how we wish to revitalize our ministry.   Please plan to attend. 
  
THE BOOK CHRISTMAS JARS continues to be passed around.  If you’ve read it, please return 
it to the Narthex basket so that others may take it.  To know more, please contact Carol 
Galloway by text/call at 203.687.6225 or e-mail carol9996@hotmail.com.  Go 
to www.christmasjars.com for more information. 
  

SAVE THE DATE 
A “Welcome Baby Reception” for Kaleb Atwood, Eva Bodt and Mackenzie Larrow will be 
held Sunday, October 13th, immediately following worship.  Details soon! 



 

 
Acolyte and Crucifer Training 

On Sunday, October 6 there will be training for new and current Acolytes and Crucifers. The 
training will be held at 11:45 am after Fellowship Hour in the back of the Sanctuary. Any child 
entering grades 2-7 are able to serve as Acolytes. Any young adult entering grade 8 may serve 
as Crucifer. Please contact Megan at megmalanson@yahoo.com or (203) 535-5569 to let her 
know if your child will attend the training or wants to serve as an Acolyte or Crucifer. 
  

   
UPDATING OUR MEMBERSHIP LISTS:  We have found a lot of outdated information and 
would like your help to bring our church directory up to date. Forms are on the table in the 
Narthex or you can now fill out the form electronically. Click here to get to the membership 
formhttps://forms.gle/TGgUBLYxBZDzVtV5A.  Please fill it out even if you have not changed 
anything since last time.  Thank you for 
your help                                                                                  Nancy Estes, Church Membership 
  

  
 

 
  
 


