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Dear Hamden Plains Church community, 
 

 Shortly after my first retirement in the summer of 2018, my submissions to 
The Upper Room Disciplines, 2021 were accepted for publication.  Now the week 
of my reflections, April 5-11, is here!  The material cannot be reproduced 
because it is copyrighted by the publisher, but I will reflect on it in my sermon of 
April 11, “Reflections on Reflections,” based on the scriptures noted in the 
worship service schedule for that date. 

 

There has been much “reflecting” in recent weeks as we passed the first 
anniversary of the national shutdown in response to COVID-19.  People, 
including me, are reflecting on what happened then and how it changed us.  
Despite the slowed infection and mortality rates and the increased vaccination 
rates, the death total continues to rise: 528,000 Americans and over 2.6 million 
people worldwide.  So reflecting on such a massive health crisis seems a good 
thing to do. 

 

Reflecting on the medical response is, as the professionals say, “beyond 
my scope of practice.”  Dr. Campbell pointed out in his presentation on March 7

th
 

that we had the advantage of ten years of research prior to the pandemic, 
despite how difficult it is.  Other questions of a governmental, political and 
sociological nature are beyond my ken, questions about why some people in 
those early days were so resistant to science-based practices that would contain 
the pandemic.  As I watch unfolding scenes of spring break in Florida and full 
openings in states with less than 5% of adults vaccinated, the resistance to 
prudent precautions continues.   Why? 

 

What is within my scope of practice is to reflect theologically.  Some 
observations are cliché or obvious to the point of banality; others may be a bit 
more sophisticated; but hopefully one (or more) becomes food for thought for 
each person reading these musings.  They include: 
 

Each day is a gift: that’s why they call it the present. 
Hug your dear ones.  You don’t know if it might be the last time. 

Loving your neighbor is not abstract.  It is as practical as wearing a mask. 
Treat your body well and protect it well.  It is the only one we get. 

Being a Christian is not a birthright.  It is a life-long commitment, renewed daily. 
Prayer changes things.  Mostly us. 

Life can be tough.  Choose kindness. 
 

 I close with a favorite prayer: 
 

 Eternal God, who commits to us the swift and solemn trust of life: Since 
we do not know what a day may bring forth, but only that the hour for serving 
Thee is always present, may we wake to the instant claims of Thy holy will, not 
waiting for tomorrow, but yielding today.  Consecrate with Thy presence the way 
our feet may go; and the humblest work will shine, and the roughest places be 
made plain.  Lift us above unrighteous anger and mistrust into faith and hope and 
love by a simple and steadfast reliance on Thy sure will.  In all things draw us to 
the mind of Christ, that Thy lost image may be traced again, and that thou 
mayest own us at one with him and thee.  Amen. 
 

Your servant in Christ, Pastor Brian 
 

Rev. Dr. Brian R. Bodt, Pastor 

The Messenger 
Hamden Plains United Methodist Church 

15 Church St., Hamden, CT 06514 
203-248-4654 

www.hamdenplainsumc.com 
www.facebook.com/HamdenPlainsUMC/ 

The YouTube channel address: https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6 

2021 

https://www.facebook.com/HamdenPlainsUMC/
https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6
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Hamden Plains United Methodist Church, Hamden, Connecticut 
Sunday School: 9 a.m., children, 11:30 a.m. adult, both via Zoom  
Sunday worship: 10:15 a.m.: in-person, via Zoom or recorded program 

            Pastor Brian Bodt, preaching  John Swingler, Music Minister 
 

Services will be available later on Sunday at 
                 https://www.youtube.comchannel/UCxwHc1E3YK4W1nHICT5iAA  

or https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6 
with thanks to George Joseph, Producer 

 
April 1  MAUNDY THURSDAY 
7 p.m.   The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (spoken) remembers the “new 
commandment” in John 13:1-17, 31b-35; with John 13:21-30; Luke 22:14-23 and John 13:36-38.  The 
message will be “Let’s Eat, Jesus.”  Liturgists will be Carol Galloway and Marty Hartog; Song Leaders, 
Daniel Bodt and Anthony Moore; Special Musician Marty Hartog. 
 
April 2  GOOD FRIDAY 
7 p.m.   Our service of Tenebrae (“shadows”) uses readings from John’s Gospel 
(Chapters 18 and 19) and hymns reflecting on Christ’s sacrifice.  Additional readings will be Psalm 22 
and Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12.  The message is entitled “What More Can He Say.”  Liturgists will be 
Anthony Moore and Holly O’Brien; Song Leaders, Sheldon and Morgen Campbell; Special Musicians 
John Swingler and Anthony Moore. 
 
The overnight prayer vigil begins immediately after worship and continues until 7 a.m. on Holy 
Saturday.  Those keeping vigil commit to one hour of prayer remotely.  Prayer guides are provided 
and found in this issue of “The Messenger.”  Please sign up with Holly O’Brien at 203.506.4822 or 
hollyobrien@snet.net. 
 
April 4  THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD, EASTER DAY 
6:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service in the parking lot at HPUMC 

Facemasks, social distancing and hand-sanitizer use required. 
 
10:15 a.m. The message “Fools for Christ” will be based on I Corinthians 4:8-13 and John 

20:1-18 with Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 and Acts 10:34-43.   We will celebrate the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion (Setting B). Liturgist, Megan Malanson; Song 
Leader, Morgen Campbell; Special Music, Perjah and Reneejah Delgado. The 
service will conclude with our traditional singing of the “Hallelujah!” chorus from 
Handel’s “Messiah.”  

 
April 11             THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
   “Reflections on Reflections” will be the sermon based on John 20:19-31, Acts 
   4:32-35; Psalm 133;  and I John 1:1-2.  Liturgist, Carol Galloway; Song Leader  
   Sheldon Campbell; Special Music Anthony Moore.  
 
April 18  THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

The sermon “Got Any Grapes?” will be based on Psalm 4, I John 3:1-7 and Luke 
 24:36b-48. Liturgist Portia Antwi; Song Leader, Pastor Brian;  Special Music,  
 Adam Bodt .  

 
 
April 25  THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
   “He Leadeth Me” will be the sermon based on Psalm 23, I John 3:16-24 and John 
   10:11-18. Liturgist, Preethi Varghese-Joseph; Song Leader Terri Bennett; Special 
   Music, John Swingler. 
 

https://hamdenplainsumc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12565182876d64eae225bbe72&id=6b6af5725e&e=f8d2d5ab98
https://hamdenplainsumc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12565182876d64eae225bbe72&id=1b5d2e0183&e=f8d2d5ab98


 

Please send in special achievements so we may acknowledge those who have excelled 

above and beyond.  

 

Also if you would like prayers for anyone drop us a note with their name and reason for 

the prayer. 

  

If your health is compromised or you are in an at-risk group, please continue to enjoy 

our on-line worship option.  We print the following in each Thursday’s message field 

when we email the weekly bulletin and notices, to ease access for our members and 

friends.   

  

You can join Sunday Worship online in one of three ways: 

 Live by video at 10:15 am: https://zoom.us/join, enter Meeting ID: 837 2734 8500, enter Meeting Password: 

385763  (waiting room opens at 10 a.m.) 

 One tap: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83727348500?pwd=cFpxWURRZGFVVm9hYXNOdktiZGtWQT09 

 Live by telephone at 10:15 am: dial +1 646-558-8656,enter Meeting ID: 837 2734 8500#, enter Meeting 

Password: 385763#  (waiting room opens at 10 a.m.) 

One tap: +16465588656, 83727348500#,,,,0#,,385763# 
 

Recording on HPUMC YouTube Channel:  
      https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA or https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6 
     (Sunday service recording will be posted as early as Sunday at 7:00pm or late as Monday at 7:00pm) 
  
Contact George Joseph at dgjoseph.home@gmail.com or 203.675.3595 if you need help. 

Sermon manuscripts are available on our website.  

You may also contact Nancy Estes in the church office to obtain a copy or view 

them on our website, www.hamdenplainsumc.com. 
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April meeting schedule: 

Thursday, April 8, 6:30 p.m. Worship Committee 

                                        7:30 p.m. Leadership Team  

                                  (restricted to elected members only) 

 Wednesday, April 14, 1:00 p.m.  Women’s Group 

 Thursday, April 15,  7:00 p.m.  Administrative Team  

  Each Wednesday, 11 a.m. Prayer Team 

       

 

https://zoom.us/join
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83727348500?pwd=cFpxWURRZGFVVm9hYXNOdktiZGtWQT09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA
https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6
mailto:dgjoseph.home@gmail.com
http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com
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March 16, 2021 

  

M E M O R A N D U M 

 TO:                All Clergy, Lay Leaders, Council Chairpersons and Trustee Chairpersons 

  

FROM:           Thomas J. Bickerton, Resident Bishop 

  

RE:                Protocols for Reopening NYAC Churches 
Dear Friends & Colleagues, 

 

Grace and peace to each of you in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  I send this greeting to you 

along with my sincere thoughts and prayers for each of you. 

  

The emergence of the hints of Spring along with the increased rate of Covid-19 vaccinations has 

stimulated thinking about when it might be appropriate for us to resume in-person worship on a 

broader scale.  While there is no doubt that these are positive developments in the fight to get 

beyond the pandemic, there is still need for thorough thought and careful planning. 

  

I completely understand the desire to return to some form of normalcy and resume as many 

activities as possible to reclaim our vitality and restore our mission and ministry as a 

church.  However, eagerness to resume our congregational life should not lead us to make unwise 

decisions. 

  

As you know, the protocols for re-opening businesses and other gatherings in New York and 

Connecticut vary widely across our region.  As these restrictions are relaxed, and even lifted, 

we must also consider how best to approach our re-opening plans.  Each church will need to 

carefully evaluate their context and the circumstances they are facing.  This may lead some 

congregations to re-open sooner than others. 

  

While circumstances vary and individual contexts must be considered, there are some items that 

must be adhered to uniformly among all of our congregations.  Any congregations considering re-

opening must conform to the following protocols which have been established by the New York 

Annual Conference. 

Continued on page 5 
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Continued from page 4 

Conference from the beginning: 

 Mask wearing among all participants. 

 Social distancing of six feet. 

 Intentional steps to assure proper ventilation in public spaces. 

 Hand sanitizing and disinfectant protocols remain in place. 

 Consistent standards enforced among those that rent or use our church facilities. 

 No buffet or covered-dish meals served. 

 No fellowship hours unless strict social distancing is enforced. 

 No public singing during worship until “herd immunity” has been reached.  

This has been one of the big areas of concern among many. Dr. Anthony Fauci has 

recently stated, “if you are indoors for a long time with a lot of people who are shouting, 

singing, and not wearing masks, that’s the highest risk. ”He believes that resuming some 

form of normal worship will depend on how quickly we can get 70-85% of the population 

vaccinated. His prediction is that it will be mid-fall 2021 before “hugging, praising, and 

music-making” can resume during our in-person worship. 

You can find more information from Dr. Fauci’s meeting at the "Choose Healthy Life Black 

Clergy Conclave."  

The same guidelines apply to outdoor worship as have been described in previous protocols/

announcements. Nothing should stand in the way of conducting outdoor services if the necessary 

protocols are maintained. 

These basic guidelines will reduce capacity in our sanctuaries and public spaces, and provide a 

measure of safety in the midst of our ongoing recovery.  These standards are also consistent with 

the ongoing guidelines for re-opening provided in Connecticut and New York.  

  

The increased number of persons receiving the vaccine provides us with interesting opportunities 

and challenges.  To date, clergy have not been identified as essential workers in New York while 

clergy in Connecticut are eligible for vaccines because they visit in medical facilities.  Connecticut 

has also recently shifted from an essential worker format to an age-based vaccination plan.   
Regardless of these developments, many have still not been vaccinated and should not be 

pressured to interact with larger groups until they receive the vaccine. For instance, people under 

the age of sixty, as well as significant numbers of persons in disproportionately affected areas, 

have not been vaccinated.  

  

We must remain concerned about everyone’s health and well-being which will require us to limit 

the scope of our re-opening.  Concern for visitors who may come when the doors are re-opened 

should cause us to proceed with extra care and precaution.  Likewise, there is no way that we 

should fall victim to the temptation of wanting to open our doors only for those who have received 

the vaccination.  We must remain concerned about all people and their well-being in every 

consideration we make about when and how we re-open. 

 

 

Continued on page 6 

https://ny-email.brtapp.com/!LtfolJIcMee6vhkMdgZejeHl+90PwVzu31Jy07d6LFEYNdVm+Q7E-MGEmtkRROtx0
https://ny-email.brtapp.com/!LtfolJIcMee6vhkMdgZejeHl+90PwVzu31Jy07d6LFEYNdVm+Q7E-MGEmtkRROtx0


Our Prayer Team meets in its established time: Wednesdays, 11 a.m. – Noon, in the 

Nursery.  Adherence to safe practices protocols is expected: facemasks worn, 6 feet 

social distance maintained, hand-sanitizer used.  If you are interested in 

participating, just come!  If you want to know more, contact Holly O’Brien at 

203.506.4822 or hollyobrien@snet.net.  

 April 2021             Page 6                           

Continued from page 5 

Please remember that when you determine it is time for your church/charge to re-open, the plan 

must first be shared and approved by your District Superintendent.  Transparency and 

accountability in our plans must be understood.  As always, your District Superintendent is available to 

you for clarity, questions, and instructions. 

  

In addition, I remain concerned about the mental and spiritual health of both clergy and laity alike.  The 

toll of this past year is evident.  I continue to pray for your well-being and hope that you will do all that 

you can to take good care of yourself and those that you serve.  It is also important that we exhibit 

patience and care for one another at all times. 

 

I know that this is hard.  We are not yet out of the woods.  The discipline and intentionality of planning 

necessary for us to beat this pandemic cannot be underestimated.  Yet, I believe that we will persevere 

and find our way to a day of new beginnings.  It feels as if we have been on a year-long Lenten 

journey.  And yet, there is the promise of new life and resurrection.  I hope you will join me in clinging to 

this hope that is reinforced by our faith in the promises that God alone can provide.  

I love this passage from II Peter 1:5-8: 

 

For this very reason, you must make every effort to support your faith with goodness, and 

goodness with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with endurance, and 

endurance with godliness, and godliness with mutual affection, and mutual affection with love.  For if 

these things are yours and are increasing among you, they keep you from being ineffective and 

unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Dear friends, there IS a way through.  Stay strong, keep the faith, and know that you are deeply 

appreciated and loved. 

The Journey Continues, . . . 

  

Thomas J. Bickerton 

Resident Bishop  

 

   

New York Conference, 20 Soundview Avenue, White Plains, NY 10606 
Toll free: 888-696-6922 | Phone: 914-997-1570 

mailto:hollyobrien@snet.net
https://ny-email.brtapp.com/!KqIL+99MMPt96WezpHXZ1d8TQ0qsa-FCwopvBzzamgkMqSzW611z-Y-QRYJurG8jM
https://ny-email.brtapp.com/!A9FUVl9j6RflAyb943nfP8e39u8Ar+0mExYZ-oZfT95oub6nxDOZafnOWDTLHzRBg
https://ny-email.brtapp.com/!AxtNqLCisDUmimQk6IATPaL7ZJ3bbB7iF00Mdm8lcYS13sBGOdNgFKTcmAkMfhZvg


SIGN UP TO SERVE 
You can now sign up as a cook or server for “Dinner for a $” using 
Signup.com. Just click the link or copy into your address bar to volunteer to 
help at dinner for a dollar. We will send you a reminder of your commitment 
the week before you are to serve. Help feed families here in the Hamden 
Community through this important ministry!!  

 https://signup.com/go/LpLESwA  
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As we move into spring and look to resumed in-person worship, I would like 
to invite persons who have not made a formal membership commitment to do 
so.  We will, of course, have Confirmation on May 23, when three of our 
young people will join the church after nine months of study. 

 

I would also like to receive, on a different Sunday, adults who are ready to 
express their discipleship for Jesus Christ in a church membership 
commitment.  If you are such a one, please let me know of your interest at 
203.747.1781 (text or call) or e-mail me at brianbodt@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 

Pastor Brian Bodt 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

And  

NEW MEMBERS 

LAST CALL!!!!  EASTER FLOWERS     All orders must be paid to Nancy Estes by March 28
th

   

      April 4, 2021       Leave in Office, collection plate OR Mail to   

Easter Lilly $9.00 ____   Daffodil 6in pot $7.00 ____     Church:15 Church ST., Hamden, Ct 06514 

Tulip 6in pot $7.00 ____ Hyacinth 6in pot $7.00 ____      (Please make check payable to Nancy Estes 

      and mark it “Easter Flowers” on the notation line.) 

 

Your Name: _______________________________________ 

 

In Honor of: _______________________________ In Memory of: ______________________________________ 

 

https://signup.com/go/LpLESwA
mailto:brianbodt@sbcglobal.net
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THIS ARTICLE FIRST APPEARED IN THE “HAMDEN HAPPENINGS” OF 

MARCH 24TH.  SINCE NOT EVERYONE RECEIVES THIS ELECTRONIC-

ONLY PUBLICATION, IT IS REPRINTED HERE. 
 

Dear Hamden Plains Church community, 
 

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday this Sunday.  It seems hard to believe 

that another Holy Week is here, but so it is.  I hope you will participate in as 

many services as you can.  The full schedule was published in the Easter letter, which arrived in most homes 

last weekend, and will reappear in this Sunday’s bulletin. 
 

I hope you have made a commitment and an appointment to be vaccinated.  My second Moderna shot 

is next Tuesday, with full protection realized about two weeks after that.  Vaccinations are now open to those 

45 years old and older, and will be open to all in Connecticut on Easter Monday, April 5th.  
 

Governor Lamont’s declaration that “houses of worship are now reopened” has caused confusion, 

prompting some people to ask, “When will we reopen for worship?”  There are (at least) four answers to that 

question.  The first is “We never closed.”  We continue to offer technical assistance to any who would like to 

watch our “live Zoom” broadcasts or to view our recorded programs on YouTube.  A phone call to the church 

office at 203.248.4654 will begin the process. 
 

The second answer is to clarify the question, which usually really means “When will we reopen for 

inside, in-person public worship?”  The answer to that question, reviewed and confirmed at our February 25th 

Church Reopening Team meeting, is “When the case rate moves to fewer than 10 cases per 100,000 residents 

(the ‘yellow’ zone) in our five constituent communities.”   Readers may recall that we closed for inside, in-

person worship after November 1st due to an increase in cases moving us to the “red” zone, which is 15 cases 

or more per 100,000 in population.  As of this writing on March 22nd, our communities (Hamden, North 

Haven, New Haven, Wallingford and Woodbridge) range from a low of 21.2 cases per 100,000 (Hamden) to a 

high of 33.5 per 100,000 (North Haven).  Current figures are at www.portal.ct.gov and then type “COVID-19 

Data Tracker” in the search bar.  With the U.K. and Brazilian variants now in the U.S., and with the surge in 

European cases resulting in partial lockdowns again, and with a minority of Americans vaccinated and 

resistance to the vaccines among some people, now is not the time to re-open for inside, in-person worship.    
 

A third answer is “We will reopen for a single, outside, “rain or shine” Easter sunrise service at 6:30 

a.m. on Easter Day in the HPUMC parking lot.”  A reliable weather forecast for that day is not possible now, 

so stay-tuned to the website, the church answering message, and this communication next week.  But whoever 

is meant to be here will be here, and we will praise God together to celebrate the Risen Christ!  This service 

will not be recorded. 
 

A fourth answer is “We will reopen for outside, in-person worship when the average temperature at 

worship time is consistently 55 degrees.”  We hope that will be in late April or early May.  At that time we 

will resume the successful outside worship experience we deployed from July through October last year.  

Again, face masks worn above the nose, socially distanced seating and the use of hand-sanitizer will be 

expected of all worshippers. 
 

Please know that no one wants us to gather together in person more than I do.  Selfishly, it is far 

more difficult to preach and lead worship, with energy and the Spirit, when looking at a camera instead of our 

people.  I know we miss being together and miss being in the sanctuary.  “Sacred space” is real, and 

important, to our spiritual journey.  With all that said, the health and safety of our people are the highest 

priority.  We will continue to monitor the virus and adapt to changing conditions.    

Pastor Brian Bodt 

http://www.portal.ct.gov
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Congregational Care Committee 
Care Continues 

 The Congregational Care Committee met on January 
21

st
 via Zoom. The committee continues to reach out and 

contact those of our parishioners who are homebound. 
Those contacts have included phone calls as well as cards sent on holidays and birthdays. 
 During the fall season Carol Galloway organized contact to our youth adults which 
included a note card containing a Dunkin’ Donuts or a Starbucks gift card.  

Holly O’Brien and the Women’s Group sent Christmas Cards and will send St. Patrick’s 
Day cards in March. Holy and the Prayer Committee created prayer cards attached to 
packages of freshly baked cookies and delivered them to the homebound at Christmas.  

Kersten Moore has guided the Sunday School students to create handmade cards that 
were sent on Valentine’s Day.  

Charlotte Sroka continues to create and send Thanksgiving as well as get well cards. 
Laura Williams and Sara Stafford continue to keep in touch by making phone calls. 
Megan Malanson has created and keeps updated records on a spread sheet of each 

contact. This year she has recorded 420 care contacts. Each contact, whether it is a card or a 
phone call is our opportunity to let our homebound know that we still care for them and wish 
them only the best. 

 

IF IN NEED 
If you are a homebound parishioner who would benefit from Christian care in addition to 

a prayer, the Congregational Care Committee may be able to provide some care contact for 
you. 

We extend personal care by sending birthday and holiday cards, maintain consistent 
phone contact, maintain contact with our young adults (when possible), provide at home 
communion (when possible) and provide family meals during family emergencies. If you are 
someone, or know of a parishioner, who would benefit from one of our contacts, contact Lois 
Fucci at 203.239.0169. 

All requests are kept confidential. Please know that we may not be able to respond to all 
requests, however, we will try to reach out, when possible to those parishioners in need of care 
and contact. 

Submitted by Lois Fucci 

We would like to thank Pastor Brian, Megan Malanson, and the Leadership Team for 

the recognition and gifts that they presented to us on Sunday, March 7.  We have been 

blessed by the opportunity to serve the church through music during the times that we 

did not have a music minister.  We are also grateful to all of the musicians in the church 

that assisted us, gave us ideas, and performed with us.  We look forward to continuing 

our participation in the music ministry with John Swingler. 

  

Also...in case you don't already know, Bridgewater chocolates are amazingly good (especially the dark 

chocolate turtles)!   

  

Terri and Sheldon 



DIRECTORIES ARE HERE!! 

Directories have been mailed to the participants who had their 

pictures taken for the directory. 

If you would like a directory, we have extras in the office. 

There is a $5 charge for processing. 

Please notify the office at 203.248.4654 or email 

secretary.hpumc@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

We had four great presentations for Women’s History Month.   
 
Krystal Ritchie spoke of the legacy of public service of 
Eleanor Roosevelt, both during the presidency of her 
husband Franklin and in subsequent years after his death 
in 1945.   

 
 
Asher Joseph presented Sarah Breedlove, who took the name Madam C. J. 
Walker, the first female millionaire in the United States.  Madam Walker 
made her fortune developing and selling hair and beauty products for Black 
women in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.   

 
Mae Mallory, a Black activist in the 1950’s and 1960’s, was a passionate 
advocate for equitable education in the years following Brown v. Board of 
Education (1954), elevating both women and African-Americans throughout 
her career, especially during her residency in Harlem.  She was presented by 
Perjah Delgado. 
 

Kim Ng, the first woman general manager in the history of Major League Baseball, 
was promoted to that position for the Miami Marlins in 2020.  She is also the first 
person of East Asian ancestry in that position.  At the time of publication, she is 
scheduled to be presented on March 28 by her sister, Melisa Bodt. 
 
If you missed any of the presentations, you may view them on our YouTube channel by viewing 
the services of March 7, 14, 21 and 28 at https://youtu.be/dxl-QFCHgdl. The presentations follow 
the Words of Pardon, usually in the first 15 minutes of the recording. 
 
Photographs were taken by Nancy Estes, excepting the photo of Melisa Bodt. 
 

Pastor Brian Bodt 
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https://youtu.be/dxl-QFCHgdl


Serving the residents of Columbus House: Since the pandemic in March 2020, we 

have been unable to serve “in-person”. We continue to support Columbus House 

with a monthly donation for this ministry. We will let our teams know when we can 

resume in-person serving.  
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The Second Wednesday Women’s Group met on the third Wednesday this month 

so that the meeting would fall right on St. Patrick’s Day.  Marion, who was in charge of the 

meeting, came well prepared for the holiday with green table cloths and St. Patrick’s Day 

decorations, devotional, information, and conversation starters.  She began the meeting with 

her devotional that included the facts of familiar St. Patrick’s Day myths.  One of the most 

interesting was the truth about St. Patrick chasing snakes out of Ireland:   

One of the most famous legends Saint Patrick is associated with his supposed banishing of 

all snakes from Ireland. According to the story, Patrick drove snakes into the sea after they 

attacked him during a 40-day fast that he was undertaking on top of a hill.   

However, post-glacial Ireland never had snakes. Water has surrounded Ireland since the end 

of the last glacial period, preventing snakes from slithering over; before that, it was blanketed in ice and too 

chilly for the cold-blooded creatures.  

The legend of Saint Patrick and the snakes is rather an allegory for his eradication of Pagan ideology. When 

Patrick drives the snakes out of Ireland, it is symbolically saying that he cast out the old religion and brought 

in a new one.   

After reading the devotion, Marion put the women together creating rainbow refrigerator magnets from plastic 

canvas and ribbon.  We all know the story of the pot gold at the end of the rainbow, but Marion reminded us 

that the rainbow is also symbolic of the covenant God made with His people after the Great Flood.  Seeing this 

cheery little rainbow on our refrigerators will be a constant reminder of God’s great love for us.  The April 

Second Wednesday Women’s Group will be held on the second Wednesday!  All women of the church are 

invited to join us at 1:00pm on April 14, in the church nursery, as learn more about the mission work in 

Cambodia that we are supporting.  



Autism Spectrum Disorder 

Autism is a neuro developmental disability which typically becomes evident in the first 3 years of life. 

Autism prevalence continues to increase. The CDC is now reporting that 1 in 68 children has this 

disorder. 

Autistic children may communicate, interact, behave, and learn in different ways. Some may need 

no assistance while others need significant assist. 

Autism can be diagnosed as early as 2 but the average is 4. 

A child with autism might: 

Not respond to their name by 12 months 

Not point at objects to show interest 

Not play pretend games 

Avoid eye contact 

Have trouble understanding other people’s feelings 

Have delayed speech 

Repeat words or phrases over and over 

Give unrelated answers to questions 

Get upset with change 

Obsess 

Flap their hands, rock or spin 

Have unusual reactions to sound, smell, taste, look, or feel. 

The basic rule for treatment is early intervention. The earlier the better. Coordinated services to the child and family are 

most likely to be successful. Speak with your pediatrician. 

If you suspect your child or grandchild may have Autism suggest a screening and diagnosis. Early diagnosis and 

intervention can make a difference! 

Submitted by, 

Brenda Pineau R.N.  
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Mother’s Day Flowers 

May 9, 2021 

 

Geraniums in 6 inch pots are $8.00 each. 

Please circle the color wanted and indicate the 

number you want of each color 

 

Red ____                               White____ 

Pink____                               Salmon____            Violet_____ 

All orders must be paid to Nancy Estes by May 2
nd

. Leave in Office, collection 

plate OR Mail to Church at 15 Church ST., Hamden, Ct 06514. Checks made out 

to Nancy Estes, mark as Mother’s day Flowers 

 

Your Name:_________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of:________________________________________ 

 

In Memory of______________________________________ 



 April 2021             Page 13                         



MISSIONS 
Donations for the food pantry have been way down. We started collecting a specific item 

each month. 

Missions would like to thank everyone for their contributions during this hard time for the 

Hamden Food Bank.  

In April we will be collecting sandwich supplies. Peanut butter, jelly, tuna, spam, etc.. Non-

food items are always needed.  Please place all donations in the collection basket in the Narthex during office 

hours any Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday 9 am to Noon. 

Thank You! The Mission committee 
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TO DONATE ALTAR 

FLOWERS contact Nancy 

Estes at 203.248.4654 (Tues.-

Thurs. mornings) or at 

secretary.hpumc@gmail.com.    

Donation is $20, check 

payable to “HPUMC” memoed “altar flowers” or 

cash,. Wording may be “in honor of” or “in 

memory of” and will be listed in the bulletin.  You 

may take the flowers or leave them for Pastor 

Brian to deliver to our home-bound members.  

Nancy Campbell continues to order from “Flowers 

on the Farm.” Your color preference requests, if 

any, should be placed with Nancy Estes when 

ordering.  We thank both Nancy’s for their role in 

beautifying our altar. 

HAMDEN FOOD BANK   

always needs your support and 
contributions to help Hamden 
residents who are in need.  The 

items that we need are non-perishable 
foods and basic  necessities, such as, soap, 
toilet paper, tooth paste, tooth brushes, and 
diapers. Your generous support will be 
greatly appreciated.  

For more information contact                           
Charlotte Sroka at 203.530.2860 or email                                         
charlotte.sroka306@frontier,com  

Cans for Congo:  

We want to send a thank you 
to those of you who have 
been donating their cans and 
bottles or receipts from 
recycling cans and bottles 

for the Congo Mission to Mulungwishi Seminary.  
Please continue to bring in your  receipts or cans 
to support this mission. The collection boxes for 
receipts and cans are  located in the narthex.   

We sent $250 in 2020 

INK CARTRIDGE 

RECYCLE 

PROGRAM 

OUR INK CARTRIDGE 

RECYCLE PROGRAM will gain us credit toward 

church office supplies.  Please bring them during 

office hours, Tues. – Thurs., 9 a.m. – Noon; leave 

them in a bag outside the parking lot door at your 

convenience, or bring them to Sunday worship.    

Thank you for dropping off 

your used cartridges!! 

 

WANT TO VIEW OUR ON-LINE 

WORSHIP  

COACHING TO ACCESS ON-LINE 
WORSHIP: If you would like to have 

assistance in accessing “live” but remote worship 
through Zoom, or assistance in how to access 
recorded worship, please contact George Joseph 
(dgjoseph.home@gmail.com or 203.675.3595) or 
Carol Galloway (carol9996@hotmail.com or 
203.687.6225).  They have coached others since we 
began our broadcast ministry and would be happy to 
assist you.  

“Dinner for a Dollar” 

serves take-out only from 6 
– 7 p.m. following 
Quinnipiack Valley Health 
District guidelines.  
Cooking teams work 3 – 
5:30 p.m.; serving teams 

serve 5:30 – 8 p.m.  Meals are “to go” only.  To 
assist ANY Saturday signup at               
https://signup.com/go/LpLESwA or contact 
Marty Hartog at 203.506.9788 or 
hartogm1@southernct.edu 
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

  Sundays 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm  French Church 

  Mondays 3:30 pm - 6:00 pm  United Girls Choir 

    6:00 pm - 8:30 pm  Living Water Bible Study 

Meeting 

  Tuesdays 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Hispanic AA 

  Thursdays 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Men’s AA 

Meeting 

    7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Hispanic AA 

  3rd Thursday 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Hamden Plains Friends 

  Saturdays 3:00 - 5:00 pm   Spanish Women’s AA 

  4th Saturday 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  AA Spanish Speaking D-10 A-11 

Meeting 

  Various Days/Times        Daniel Cohen 

Meeting 

Some outside activities have suspended meetings. 

PLEASE CONSIDER SENDING A NOTE to any of the folks below who 

either live alone, have care needs, or both.  This is the updated list.  Megan 

Malanson is tracking these contacts.  If you make one and would like to 

report that to Megan, please reach her at megmalanson@yahoo.com.  If there 

is someone you think should be contacted by the pastor, please notify him at 

brianbodt@sbcglobal.net.  

 

ADDRESSES FOR PEOPLE LIVING ALONE OR WITH CARE NEEDS: 

(Some opted not to be on this list: please contact Pastor with corrections.) 

Bales, Mary, 33 Woodruff Street, #113, Hamden, 06518 

Bogacki, Dorine, 22 Masonic Avenue, Wallingford, 06492 

Gursky, John, 1492 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, 06514 

Hartsoe, Lois, 5324 Ashlar Village, Wallingford, 06492 

Leno, Pat, 850 Mix Avenue, Hamden, 06514 

Maynard, Sandy, 102B Treadwell Street, Hamden, 06514 

Mayo, Elizabeth, 200 Leeder Hill Drive, Apt. 213, Hamden, 06517 

Morrison, Claudette and Jimmy, 112 East Gate Lane, Hamden, 06514 

Pearson, Wilette, 306 Forest Street Ext., Hamden, 06518 

Raccio, Jean and Carmine, 15 Sunrise Cove Road, Branford, 06405 

Reynolds, Marianne, 656 Center Street, Apt. D208, Wallingford, 06492 

Shaw, Rosemary, 345 Fountain Street, Apt. 202, New Haven, 06515 

Williams, Trudy, 41 West Helen Street, Hamden, 06514 

Wycoff, Denise and Pieter, 135 Grandview Avenue, Hamden, 06514 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please let the office or Pastor know if prayers are needed 

Those who are in nursing homes Rehabilitation Centers & Hospitals or home bound 

Dorine Bogacki, Masonic Home, 22 Masonic Ave., Wallingford, CT 06492 

Pat Leno, Arden House, 850 Mix Ave., Hamden, CT 06514 

Sandra Maynard, 102B Treadwell St., Hamden, CT 06514 

Elizabeth Mayo, 200 Leeder Hill Dr. #213, Hamden, CT 06517 

Claudette Morrison, 112 East Gate Ln., Hamden, CT 06514 

Marianne Reynolds, 656 Center St., D208, Wallingford, CT 06492 
 

Please keep those serving in the military in your prayers                                            

Those murdered by gunman in suburban Atlanta and Boulder, Colorado and their grieving families. 
 

Recovering from Surgery:  
Malcolm Bennett (father of Terri) from a heart procedure in Pennsylvania on March 23. 
 

Prayers for successful treatment: 
Lynn Brantley, Ellen Fong, Kennedi Rookwood, Sara Stafford and John Sroka. 
 

Continuing care: 
Jason Calabrese (brother of Stacey Riccardi)  
Bob Iannotti (brother of Lynn Brantley)  
Rev. John Marsh (friend of Lisa Collins) 
Joyce Randolph (aunt of Anthony Moore) 
 

Continued prayers for:  
Bishop Bickerton, Superintendent Sylvester and all the pastors and congregations of the United Methodist New York 
Conference.  
Our nation; President Biden and Vice-President Harris; and all elected officials.  

 

Specialist Davon Pierson, nephew of Ramon Delgado, Jr. in training with the CT 
National  

Guard before a year’s deployment in Africa. 
 
For our world during the corona virus        
Please pray for our Church daily 
Please submit prayer request to the church office, secretary.hpumc@gmail.com                                                                  
or leave a message on the office phone. 203.248.4654 
You can always contact Pastor Brian for other needs. 
 

The “May Messenger”                                   

deadline is Sunday, April 18th 

(always the third Sunday  

of the preceding month).   

Please submit articles electronically (preferred) to  

secretary.hpumc@gmail.com or hard copy to Nancy at the church 

office (Tues, Wed., Thurs., 9 am – Noon) or by USPS at 15 Church 

Street, Hamden, CT  06514 
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We extend our sympathy to: 
Judy Behler and her family on the death of her 
husband Robert on February 20 from COVID.  
The Behler family are close friends of Nancy Estes 
and Krystal Ritchie.  
 

June Nicholson and her family on the death of her 
father, Leslie Hyatt, on February 19. 

 

The family of Alice Boman, former member of HPUMC, who died 
February 22 in Hartwell, Georgia. 
 

John Swingler and his family on the death of his cousin, Claire 
Bergeron, on February 23 in New Hampshire. 
 

Lorraine and Bill Welch and their family on the death of their 
brother-in-law, Bob Ornato, 75, on March 3 in Hamden.  Bob was 
the husband of Patricia, Lorraine’s sister.  

 

Lois Fucci on the death of her cousin, Edward Rapuano, 83, on 

March 12th after a struggle with Alzheimer’s. A Mass of Christian 

Burial was held on March 17th.  
 May God comfort all. 

 April 4 April 11 April 18 April 25 

Liturgist Megan Malanson Carol Galloway Portia Antwi Preethi Varghese-Joseph 

Song Leader Morgen Campbell Sheldon Campbell Pastor Brian Terri Bennett 

Special Musician Perjah & Reneejah Delgado 

Will Hartog 

Anthony Moore Adam Bodt John Swingler 

Program Producer Carol Galloway 

Terri Bennett 

George Joseph George Joseph George Joseph 

Counters Terri Bennett 

Lynn Brantley 

Terri Bennett 

Lynn Brantley 

Terri Bennett 

Lynn Brantley 

Terri Bennett 

Lynn Brantley 
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6
th 

Frank Teodosio 

10
th 

Martha Mathewson 

14
th 

Wilette Pearson 

19
th 

George Joseph 

20
th 

Melissa Craine 

22
nd 

Mary Erdmann 

23
rd 

Rick Erdmann 

25
th
                 Morgan Collins 

25
th 

Preethi Varghese-Joseph 

26
th 

Janet Sroka 

28
th 

Kayla Cameron 

30
th 

Mark Atwood 

10
th 

Conrad & Heather Estes 2016 

17
th 

John & Charlotte Sroka    1982 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  Maundy 

Thursday        

7 pm worship 

2  Good 

Friday          

7 pm Worship 

Prayer Vigil   

8 pm  

3 Prayer Vigil 

Ends 8 am 

Dinner for a 

Dollar 6 - 7 pm 

   5 6 
Confirmation 

5pm  

Covenant 

Discipleship 

6:30 pm  

7 Prayer 

Group 11am    
8  6:30pm 

Worship  

Committee       

7:30pm 

Leadership 

Team 

9 10  

Dinner for a 

Dollar 6 - 7 pm 

11 

9am Sunday School 

10:15 am Worship        

11:30 am  Adult Study  

12 13 
Confirmation 

5pm  

Covenant 

Discipleship 

6:30 pm  

14   Prayer 

Group 11am   

Women’s 

Group 1pm              

15  7:00pm 

Administrative 

Team  

16 17 

Dinner for a 

Dollar 6 - 7 pm 

18 

9am Sunday School 

10:15 am Worship        

11:30 am  Adult Study  

MESSENGER 
DEADLINE 

19 20 
Confirmation 

5pm  

Covenant 

Discipleship 

6:30 pm  

21 Prayer 

Group 11am    
22 23 24 

Dinner for a 

Dollar 6 - 7 pm 

25 

9am Sunday School 

10:15 am Worship        

11:30 am  Adult Study  

26 27 
Confirmation 

5pm  

Covenant 

Discipleship 

6:30 pm  

28 Prayer 

Group 11am    
29 30  

 

4    EASTER        

6:30am In-Person 

outside 

10:15 am Live 

Zoom 



Phone: 203-248-4654 

E-MAIL: brian.bodt@nyac-umc.com 

E-MAIL: Secretary.hpumc@gmail.com 

HAMDEN PLAINS UMC 

15 CHURCH STREET 

HAMDEN   CT     06514 

The Rev. Dr. Brian Bodt, Pastor 

Nancy Estes, Editor 

The Messenger 

APRIL 

2021 


