
HAMDEN HAPPENINGS, August 5th, 2020 edition 
 

Dear Hamden Plains Church community, 
 

 Is there a silver lining to a 100-year pandemic that has killed over 155,000 
Americans and threatens many more?  It is certainly hard to believe it, and whatever 
positives we may identify are not worth even the loss of one child of God. 
 

Still, as we look at how the Gospel is proclaimed and shared there are 
interesting new developments.  Center stage is the start of our broadcast ministry, 
which simply was not on anyone’s radar screen prior to March 15th.  George Joseph, 
Anthony and Logan Moore, and the donors who funded the purchase of new 
equipment have enabled an outreach heretofore not envisioned. 

 

While ministry is not wholly about numbers there are still some numbers 
worth sharing.  Thanks to George Joseph for tracking this data.  Since resuming in-
person public worship on July 5th, our in-person average attendance is 42.6 
compared to 37.8 one year ago.  Zoom viewers (non-redundant to people “in-
person”) average 10 for this same period.  In addition, our average for program 
views is 35 people.  “Program views” are those people seeing our worship after the 
filming is posted on YouTube.  While some of these may be redundant to those who 
have attended that day’s worship service, many are likely not.  Further, a single 
program view does not indicate how many people are at the computer or television 
for that view. 

 

All of this is to say that we have significantly increased our exposure to more 
people with the good news of Jesus Christ.  I will examine this in more detail in our 
September “Messenger.”  For now, I share these “exhortations in love:” 

 For our in-person worshippers, please engage those you do not know with a 
socially-distant and facemask-in-place “Hello!  Are you new, or new to me?”  
Our “rules of engagement” have changed but Methodist hospitality has not! 

 For our Zoom and Program View worshippers, please participate as much as 
you can at home.  You have an opportunity that in-person worshippers do 
not of singing the hymns, which are found in the on-line version of our Order 
of Worship. 

 For any who might be open to “doing a new thing” (Isaiah 43:19), consider 
whether you might be willing to be trained as part of our broadcast ministry.  
George Joseph has written a helpful description of what is needed that I’m 
willing to pass along. 

 For all, please continue to pray for, and support with “talent” and “treasure,” 
your church and its ministries, many of which are detailed each week in this 
publication. 
 

The church office is open this week.  Nancy Estes has returned from South 
Carolina and tested negative for COVID-19.   Please note the article below 
concerning a special Church Conference to be held on Sunday, August 30th 
following morning worship. 
                      Pastor Brian Bodt 



AND NOW TO THIS SUNDAY, August 9th, 2020 
The full order of service will be e-mailed tomorrow.   Please see the 

message field of that e-mail to access the Zoom and on-line viewing links.  
These links will appear each Thursday.  The sermon will be on-line Thursday.  
Liturgist: George Joseph; Song Leader: Morgen Campbell; Special Music: Anthony 
Moore; Attendance Clerk: Krystal Ritchie; Disinfecting Team: Pastor Brian Bodt and 
Carol Galloway; Worship Host 1: Lisa Collins; Worship Host 2: Krystal Ritchie; 
Program Editor: George Joseph.  If weather is questionable, call 203.248.4654 after 
7 a.m. Sunday; or watch for a weather e-mail; or check www.hamdenplainsumc.com.  
We will cancel if it rains but worship will be recorded and online later in the day.   
 

SPECIAL CHURCH CONFERENCE: A special Church Conference will be held on 
Sunday, August 30th, immediately following 9 a.m. worship.  The purpose of the 
Conference will be to receive a proposal from our Administrative and Leadership 
Teams to reinstitute a Church Council as part of our organizational structure.  The 
text of this proposal will be sent next week and included in the September 
“Messenger,” which will be distributed prior to August 30th.  You may discuss this 
proposal with any member of the Administrative or Leadership Teams or with the 
Pastor.  We will list those names as part of the proposal.  Rain date: Sept. 6th. 
 

2020 CONFIRMATION will be held that same morning, August 30th, during 9 a.m. 
worship.  Morgan Collins and Matthew Moreira will be “confirmed in the faith and 
fellowship of all true disciples of Jesus Christ.”  Please plan to be present as two of our 
young people pledge their fidelity to Christ and his Church.  Rain date: Sept. 6th. 
 

WE SEEK HELP WITH OUR ON-LINE MINISTRY.  Since March, HPUMC has been 
building its online ministry by recording and broadcasting worship services. In June, 
through the generosity of the New York Conference and the congregation, HPUMC 
purchased new audio and video equipment to continue to build this ministry. This 
new effort has meant that each week, 75+ worshippers “attend” service either in 
person, through the Zoom broadcast, or by viewing the service on YouTube. Many 
worshippers who cannot or should not join the public worship due to their health 
vulnerabilities are able to participate in the church community. Now we need your 
time and talent to help us.  Are you interested in helping to record and broadcast 
the service on Sundays? You will be provided training on how to use the video 
camera to record the service. You would not be responsible for editing or posting 
the videos. If this is something you can help with, please contact Pastor Brian or 
George Joseph at dgjoseph.home@gmail.com. 
 

“DINNER FOR A DOLLAR” serves each Saturday, 6 – 7 p.m.  Dinner is this Saturday, 
August 8th.  The 2nd and 4th Saturdays are our church’s responsibility (1st, 3rd and 5th 
are hosted by community partners).  Cooking teams work 3 – 5:30 p.m. and serving 
teams serve 5:30 – 8 p.m.  To assist, contact Marty Hartog: 203.506.9788 or 
hartogm1@southernct.edu. 
 

“FAITH MATTERS,” the weekly religion column of the New Haven Register, is 
written by Pastor Brian Bodt for this Sunday’s August 9th edition. 
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OUR AUGUST HAMDEN FOOD BANK COLLECTION is for juices and water.  Non-
food items are always needed.  Please leave donations in the Narthex during office 
hours, Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9 a.m. – Noon or bring them to Sunday worship.  Thanks 
to Charlotte Sroka for her leadership in this ministry. 
 

MEETINGS NEXT TUESDAY, AUGUST 11th include Worship Committee, 6:30 – 
7:20 p.m. and Church Reopening Team, 7:30 – 8:30 p.m.  Both meetings will be 
hosted by Pastor Brian on Zoom.  Watch for the email link to attend earlier that day. 
Agendas for both meetings were sent August 2nd. 
 

THE UPPER ROOM DISCIPLINES, 2021 is a book of daily devotions that follows the 
Common Lectionary, the source of our weekly scripture readings in worship.  The 
2021 edition will be available after September 1st.  It is my privilege to be one of the 
53 contributors to the 2021 issue for the week after Easter, April 5-11, 2021.  If you 
would like to reserve a copy at the reduced pre-order price of $10.50, please 
contact me at brianbodt@sbcglobal.net or 203.747.1781 NOT LATER THAN 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16TH.   Please make checks payable to me as I will be ordering 
these personally.  The price after September 1st is $15. 
 

SEPTEMBER “MESSENGER” DEADLINE is Sunday, August 16th.  Send articles to 
Nancy Estes at secretary.hpumc@gmail.com or to 15 Church St., Hamden, 06514. 
 

OUR INK CARTRIDGE RECYCLE PROGRAM has gained us $81 in credit toward 
church office supplies over the last two months.  Please bring your used ink 
cartridges during office hours, Tues. – Thurs., 9 a.m. – Noon; or leave them in a bag 
outside the parking lot door at your convenience. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED FINANCIAL SUPPORT during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Mail your gifts to HPUMC, 15 Church Street, Hamden, CT  06514.  The 
mail is being picked up and your gifts processed with confidentiality and security.   
 

PLEASE SEND A NOTE to any of the folks below.  Megan Malanson is tracking these 
contacts.  If you make one and would like to report that to Megan, please reach her 
at megmalanson@yahoo.com.  If there is someone you think should be contacted by 
the pastor, please notify him at his contacts noted above. 
 

ADDRESSES FOR PEOPLE LIVING ALONE OR WITH CARE NEEDS: 
(Some opted not to be on this list: please contact Pastor with corrections.) 
Bales, Mary, 33 Woodruff Street, #113, Hamden, 06518 
Bogacki, Dorine, 22 Masonic Avenue, Wallingford, 06492 
Gursky, John, 1492 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, 06514 
Hartsoe, Lois, 5324 Ashlar Village, Wallingford, 06492 
Leno, Pat, 850 Mix Avenue, Hamden, 06514 
Maynard, Sandy, 102B Treadwell Street, Hamden, 06514 
Mayo, Elizabeth, 200 Leeder Hill Drive, Apt. 213, Hamden, 06517 
Morrison, Claudette and Jimmy, 112 East Gate Lane, Hamden, 06514 
Pearson, Wilette, 306 Forest Street Ext., Hamden, 06518 
Raccio, Jean and Carmine, 15 Sunrise Cove Road, Branford, 06405 
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Reynolds, Marianne, 656 Center Street, Apt. D208, Wallingford, 06492 
Secl, Sarah, 170 Glenview Terrance, New Haven, 06515 
Shaw, Rosemary, 345 Fountain Street, Apt. 202, New Haven, 06515 
Silver, Michele, 194 Dorrence Street, Hamden, 06518 
Teodosio, Frank, 144 Belden Road, Hamden, 06514 
Tucker, John, 64 Warren Street, Hamden, 06514 
Williams, Trudy, 41 West Helen Street, Hamden, 06514 
Wycoff, Denise and Pieter, 135 Grandview Avenue, Hamden, 06514 
 

OTHER WAYS TO BE IN MINISTRY AND MISSION DURING THE PANDEMIC: 
 Bring your August juice and water for the Hamden Food Bank and “Cans for 

the Congo” during office hours or on Sunday mornings. 
 Stay abreast of developments by reading your e-mail or checking the website. 
 Read the upcoming Sunday scriptures as an act of spiritual formation. 
 Serve at “Dinner for a Dollar” (take-out only).  Contact Marty Hartog at 

203.506.9788 or hartogm1@southernct.edu 
 Check in by phone or send a note to someone home-bound or elderly. 
 Continue to mail in your tithes and offerings. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: 
Nancy Campbell, with thanks from her daughter Morgen for a fantastic recovery. 
Becks, friend of Morgen Campbell, diagnosed with breast cancer  

and other personal issues. 
Cloe Campbell, Sheldon’s mom, prayers of patience while still on quarantine. 
Terri Bennett, recovering from a broken fibula sustained in a fall. 
John, partner of Marty Hartog’s niece, recovering from being struck by a car while  

riding a bicycle in New York City, and sustaining damage to his spinal cord 
Sandra Maynard, recovering at home after a fall. 
Clark (“Uncle Buck”) Frederick, uncle of Hunter Malanson, medical issues. 
James Zkarpuc, friend of Anthony Moore, diagnosed with Brain Cancer 
Bart Bodt, Pastor Brian’s brother, scheduled lower back surgery August 13th 
Pilar Gebara, Sophia’s mom, for scheduled surgery on August 10  

for a benign brain tumor. 
 

I am emphasizing the critical nature of following the Protocols for Public 
Worship during the Pandemic.  The list is found at the end of this thread.  To 
emphasize this, speakers from our Church Reopening Team will address us each 
Sunday.  Among the matters of life-saving importance: 
 

 Wearing face masks properly, above the nose, is mandatory.  If one’s face 
mask is worn out, we can provide another.  

  
 Social distancing of six feet or more must be observed, not only in seating, 

but in speaking and informal conversation after worship.   
 

 Entering the church building must be only with the knowledge of the 
Worship Host and only for the purpose of using the restroom. 
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 Worshippers must NOT help to put things away after worship, which 
includes metal folding chairs for those who do not bring a chair.  We have 
designated people who break down, clean and disinfect.  If you want to be 
part of those tasks, speak with me and we will arrange it if appropriate. 

 

I recognize that learning new behaviors is not easy.  I recognize that it is easy 
to become complacent when infection rates are low, as they are currently in 
Connecticut.  But this virus is deadly.  We can continue to meet publicly if we 
remain vigilant about the safe practices.  But if we cannot learn new behaviors 
to keep ourselves and each another safe, then INDOOR worship when the 
weather turns cold will simply not be possible.                              Pastor Brian Bodt 

 
PROTOCOLS FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP DURING THE PANDEMIC 

 

Worship will be Sundays, 9 a.m. during July and August. 
In the event of rain, public worship is cancelled with  

notification by e-mail, website and church answering machine. 
 

If you are sick, for the good of yourself and others, please remain home. 
If you are in a high-risk category, we urge you to consider worshipping 

remotely. 
 

Please remember to bring your mask.  If you do not have a mask, one will be 
provided. 

All worshippers, excepting children under 2 years old, must wear a mask.   
If you cannot wear a mask, please use our on-line worship option. 

 

Please remember to bring a portable chair.  If you forget, a metal chair will be 
provided. 

Worshippers will be seated observing physical distancing of six feet, except 
for family groups. 

Worshippers may also remain in their cars in designated areas. 
 

Bulletins will be available or you may print them at home but they will not be 
handed out. 

 

Touch-less collection of “Noisy Offering” and tithes and offerings will be used. 
 

Holy Communion will be in pre-packaged individual cups. 
 

There will be no Fellowship Time or Passing the Peace. 
 

Following worship, please DO NOT assist in taking down the worship space.   
Persons are already designated to do these tasks.   

If you would like to be added to those persons, please speak to Pastor Brian. 
Additional hands on the worship items increases the chance of the spread of 

infection. 
 


