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Dear Hamden Plains Church community, 
  
            This Sunday is the First Sunday of Advent.  I look forward to the special 
worship elements that mark Advent: the lighting of the Advent wreath, “Advent 
Symbol” presentations, and special instrumental music.  Please do tune in at 10:15 
with the links provided by tomorrow’s bulletin. 
  
            Tomorrow is Thanksgiving Day.  My family knows that I have become fond 
of reading aloud, on Thanksgiving Day, Governor Wilbur Cross’ Thanksgiving 
Proclamation of 1936, the “Heel of Orion” proclamation.  It follows.  May it bless 



you this Thanksgiving as you remain safe in all your 
observances.                                                                  Pastor Brian Bodt 
  
Connecticut Governor Wilbur Cross was a long time professor of English at 
Yale University and Dean of the Yale Graduate School before being elected 
Governor of Connecticut.  His Thanksgiving proclamations issued from 1931 
to 1938 garnered wide praise.  The most famous, the 1936 “Heel of Orion” 
proclamation, was written during the Great Depression.  Referring to the 
Orion constellation that appears in the fall night sky, he wrote: 
  
             “Time out of mind at this turn of the seasons when the hardy oak leaves 
rustle in the wind and the frost gives a tang to the air and the dusk falls early and 
the friendly evenings lengthen under the heel of Orion, it has seemed good to our 
people to join together in praising our Creator and Preserver, who has brought us 
by a way that we did not know to the end of another year. 
  
            “In observance of this custom, I appoint Thursday, the twenty-sixth of 
November, as a day of Public Thanksgiving for the blessings that have been our 
common lot and have placed our beloved State with the favored regions of the 
earth—for all the creature comforts: the yield of the soil that has fed us and the 
richer yield from labor of every kind that has sustained our lives—and for all those 
things, as dear as breath to the body, that quicken man’s faith in his manhood, that 
nourish and strengthen his spirit to do the great work still before him: for the 
brotherly word and act; for honor held above price; for steadfast courage and zeal 
in the long, long search after truth; for liberty and for justice freely granted by each 
to his fellow and so as freely enjoyed; and for the crowning glory and mercy of 
peace upon our land;--that we may humbly take heart of these blessings as we 
gather once again with solemn and festive rites to keep our Harvest Home.” 
  
BETWEEN NOW AND SUNDAY 
          PRAYER TEAM, today in-person, 11 a.m. – Noon, in the Nursery. 
  
         “Dinner for a Dollar” serves each Saturday, 6 – 7 p.m.   This Saturday, 
Nov. 28, is an HPUMC hosting night.  Cooking teams, 3 – 5:30 p.m.; serving 



 

teams, 5:30 – 8 p.m.  To assist, contact Marty Hartog: 203.506.9788 
or hartogm1@southernct.edu. 
  
          Adherence to safe practices protocols is expected for all in-person 
meetings: facemasks worn, 6 feet social distance maintained, hand-sanitizer 
used. 
  
AND NOW TO THIS SUNDAY, November 29th, 2020 
          The full order of service and weekly notices will be e-mailed 
tomorrow. Please see the message field of that e-mail to access the Zoom and 
on-line viewing links.  The sermon will also be on-line Thursday.  
  
ON-GOING WAYS TO ENGAGE IN CHRIST’S MINISTRY 

• Read the bulletin notices that come electronically each Thursdayalong 
with the Order of Worship 

• Access adult or children’s Sunday School as referenced in the notices. 
• Access the “live” Zoom worship on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 
• If you cannot, view the program later at www.hamdenplainsumc.com 
• Participate in our ministries by mailing in financial gifts, dropping off items 

during office hours (Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9 a.m. – Noon) or calling the office 
at 203.248.4654 to request a pick-up. 
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