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The Messenger 

Dear Hamden Plains Church community, 
 

As with everything else, preparing for Advent and Christmas is disrupted 
by COVID-19.  About mid-November I said to my wife Carol, “Maybe we could 
make our celebration simpler this year.”  What I meant was “My heart isn’t in it.” 

 

My dominant feeling is the loss of the familiar.  At church that means no 
“Cookie Walk” and no Christmas pageant.  Our “Adopt-a-Family” and Christmas 
stockings through the Family Centered Services of Connecticut (formerly 4 C’s) 
will still touch the lives of families, but without the camaraderie of selecting and 
preparing these gifts.  At home, gatherings will be small or not at all. 

 

We’re adjusting, surely.  Sunday School has selected symbols of the season 
to be explained on the four Sundays of Advent beginning November 29th.  On 
December 3rd, the Worship Committee will make final plans for Christmas Eve 
services.  One option is a short (30 minutes) outside worship that would allow us 
to sing (!) with masks and social distancing, and to light candles.  If we do that, 
we’ll have inside worship, too, led by a worship team. The service will be Zoomed 
and recorded. 

 

But it’s not the same. 
 

The thing is, for over one-half million American families, Christmas will 
never be the same.  2020 will be the year their loved one died in a world-wide 
pandemic. For others, 2020 will be the year their loved one was killed because of 
the color of their skin or because they raised their voice to speak for equity and 
equality. For some, it will be the year they lost their job and even their home.    

 

Yet because of that first Christmas, the world has never been the same. 
Though the details differ, that first Christmas came amidst disruption.  A census 
required a mother-to-be and her husband to travel by foot to his ancestral home.  
And “while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be 
delivered,” as the poetic King James Version describes Jesus’ birth.  Indeed!  
Mary delivered a baby, and God delivered all creation and all humanity from sin 
and death.  That’s a delivery that neither FedEx, UPS nor the US Postal Service 
can match! 

 

Ready or not, Christmas is coming.  Let’s focus on what’s important: our 
health, our dear ones, our church, and the needs of so many all around us.  And 
let’s rejoice that the coming of a Savior means that help is on the way! 

 

Your servant in Christ, 
 

Pastor Brian 
 

The Rev. Dr. Brian R. Bodt, Pastor 

https://www.facebook.com/HamdenPlainsUMC/
https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6
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Hamden Plains United Methodist Church, Hamden, Connecticut 
Adult Sunday School:  9 a.m. via Zoom 

Children’s Sunday School: 9 a.m. via Zoom   
Sunday worship: 10:15 a.m.: via Zoom or recorded program 

Pastor Brian Bodt, preaching         Corbin Beisner, Music Minister 
You can join Sunday Worship online. Waiting room opens at 10 a.m. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83727348500?pwd=cFpxWURRZGFVVm9hYXNOdktiZGtWQT09  
Services will be available later on Sunday at 

                 https://www.youtube.comchannel/UCxwHc1E3YK4W1nHICT5iAA  
or https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6 

with thanks to George Joseph, Producer 
 

December 6th        THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion with a liturgy to the tune of 
familiar carols.  We use individual, pre-packaged sealed wafers and cups.  The message 
“Isaiah the Engineer” will be based on Isaiah 40:1-11 and Mark 1:1-8.   The candle of 
preparation will be lit by the Bodt/Galloway/Rattley family.  The Advent symbols 
presented will be by Elias Joseph (Star and Gifts) and Audrey Larrow (Angels). 

 

December 13th     GAUDETE – THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
   “Billboards for God” will be the message based on Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 and John 1:6-8,                 
                                     19-28.  The candle of joy will be lit by the Moore family.  The Advent symbols   
                                     presented will be by Megan (Crown), Luke (Holly Berries) and Erik (Evergreen Tree)    
                                     Malanson.  Today is the Christmas flower deadline.  See separate article in this issue. 
 

December 20th  CHRISTMAS SUNDAY/THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
The sermon, “The Nazareth Beachhead” will be based on Luke1:26-55.  The candle of 
love will be lit by the Brantley family.  The Advent symbols presented will be by 
Morgan (Candle and Wreath) and Lindsay (Carolers) Collins.  

 

December 21st BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVCE 
Monday                      Details will be provided in the same manner as Christmas Eve (see below). This special  
   service on “the longest night” in the Northern Hemisphere is especially for those  
   experiencing loss at Christmas. 
 

December 24th THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD, CHRISTMAS EVE 
Thursday  As of November 24th publication and as a result of COVID-19, plans were not yet final    
                                    for Christmas worship.   Those plans will be announced on our website beginning  
                                    December 4th and our Wednesday and Sunday print publications beginning December   
                                    9th.  The Christ Candle will be lit by the Campbell family. 
 

December 27th  CHRISTMAS I 
“Looking Ahead” will be the message based on Luke 2:22-40. 
The order of worship will be the Wesley Covenant Service. 

 

Advance reading of the scriptures is an act of spiritual formation. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83727348500?pwd=cFpxWURRZGFVVm9hYXNOdktiZGtWQT09
https://hamdenplainsumc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12565182876d64eae225bbe72&id=6b6af5725e&e=f8d2d5ab98
https://hamdenplainsumc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12565182876d64eae225bbe72&id=1b5d2e0183&e=f8d2d5ab98
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CHRISTMAS 
POINSETTIAS 
December 20, 2020 

6 ½ in pots $9 each 

Red ____   White ____ 

Pink ____ Marble ____ 

 

 

Your Name: _______________________________________ 

 

In Honor of: _______________________________________ 

 

In Memory of: _____________________________________ 

 

All orders must be paid to Nancy Estes by December 13th   

(Please make check payable to Nancy Estes, place in offering 
plate, drop off in office or mail to: 35 Newton Street, 2nd fl, 

2020 APPORTIONMENTS ARE PAID IN FULL:   
As of October 19th, our final 2020 apportionment payment was made, 
completing full payment for this year.  The deadline for this annual 
commitment is December 31st, so we completed it over two months 
ahead of schedule.  Our 2020 payments totaling $15,083 constitute 
mission and ministry beyond the local church.  Fully 40% of 
apportionments are “mission,” the details of which will be shared in 

upcoming articles in the “Messenger.”  Longer serving HPUMC leaders and members will recall a pattern 
of delayed payments until the very end of December; or, in the case of 2018, paying only one month of 12 
(these funds have since been repaid).  Our contributing members and friends should take pride in this 
milestone marking our continued revitalization of ministry and mission commitment. 



December  2020                                                                 Page 4 

Attendance Via ZOOM: Pastor Brian Bodt, Reverend Alpher Sylvester, Megan Malanson, Marty 
Hartog, Holly O’Brien, Charlotte Sroka, Carol Galloway, Kersten Moore, Perjah Delgado, Terri Bennett, 
Morgen Campbell, Nancy Estes, Sheldon Campbell, Nancy Campbell, George Joseph, Kirby Stafford 
and Lois Fucci 
 

Pastor Brian opened the Church Conference in prayer. 
 

The Nominations Committee put forth Megan Malanson as Conference Secretary. Morgen Campbell 
seconded the motion. Lois Fucci was an abstention. The motion was passed. 
 

SPRC: 
Candidates for Ministry: No candidates to put forth. 
Reverend Sylvester encouraged the laity of HPUMC to get involved in certified laity in some form. 
Pastor Brian said we had people ready to participate in the training and HPUMC was going to host the 
training. Unfortunately that training was cancelled due to the pandemic. 
 

Pastoral Salary: The pastor’s salary will be set after the stewardship campaign is completed by 
December 13, 2020. On the basis of the results of the campaign, there will be conversations based on 
what we can afford. Marty Hartog did start to run some numbers with pastor’s salary and compensation. 
½ time with benefits would be about equal for what we are paying Pastor Brian (¾ time without 
benefits).  ¾ time pastor would be a significant increase but still doable. Full time pastor and benefits 
does become more of a financial challenge. 
 

Reverend Sylvester made a motion to accept Pastor Brian’s current salary ($34,000 salary and $5,850 
reimbursable) in the 2021 budget. Sheldon seconded the motion. Reverend Sylvester opened the floor 
for any questions or comments. Pastor Brian said the numbers would be adjusted after the stewardship 
campaign is completed in December and we can discern what type of pastor HPUMC can afford. The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

Church Council and Lay Leader Report: 
Holly O’Brien (Lay Leader) said Dinner for a Dollar and ZOOM worship is among so many things we can 
be grateful for. Pastor Brian has taught the church how to “fish” through his example, words and 
teaching. Pastor Brian has brought the church to a different place and given us the tools and skills to 
move forward without him.  Morgen Campbell said that a lot of things have come to fruition under Pastor 
Brian, including hiring a Music Minister. Morgen said the Sunday we had inside worship went really 
well.  
 

Pastor Brian: 
The relationship between pastors and their church is a synergy. All clergy have gifts and Pastor Brian’s 
gifts matched well the gifts found at HPUMC. The church has an abundance of riches. There is a 
tremendous reservoir of talent, like the Church Reopening Team who set the highest standards for 
public worship and building use by community partners. Pastor Brian says we need to keep building 
each other up as we are doing. 
 

Nominations Slate: 
Pastor Brian reviewed the nominations brought forth by the Nominating Committee which is part of the 
Leadership Team. Reverend Sylvester made a motion to accept the nominations. Holly O’Brien 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.                                           

Continued on page 5 
 

Hamden Plains United Methodist Church  
2020 Church Conference ~ November 11, 2020 
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Continued from page 4 

The Trustees (Administrative Team Class of 2023) was voted online via a ZOOM poll.  
Nancy Campbell, Martin Hartog and Kirby Stafford are on the ballot. All members were voted in 
unanimously. 
 

Trustee Committee Report (Administrative Team) Martin Hartog: 
The inside of the sanctuary needs to be painted. We have funding from the sale of the parsonage but 
will need to run a capital campaign to raise more funds. The building is being used by community 
partners such as AA, a Pastoral Counselor and the French Church. The church started hosting Dinner 
for a Dollar in February. When the pandemic hit, it switched to take out only. Dinner for Dollar is staffed 
by church volunteers and community volunteers. Painting in the parsonage (The Parish House) and the 
walk through was done. The Parish House is in pretty good shape. There needs to be some work but no 
major work. Smoke detectors have been replaced recently. The outside of the church has been cleaned 
up and beautified. The Free Little Library was set up in front of the church and continues to provide 
books to the community. Reverend Sylvester said that he can see the work and improvements that 
have been done to the outside of the church.  The Parish House is not currently rented and is available, 
if needed, for a future pastor. 
 

Finance Committee (Administrative Team): Martin Hartog 
Because Pastor Brian is ¾ without any health benefits or pension, there is currently a surplus in our 
accounts. There is over $36,000 in the checking account. We are able to do the things that the church 
needs without it being a hardship For example, we were able to pay $1000 for the necessary exhaust 
fans for inside worship.  
 

Draft Budget:  
Last year’s budget was $117,500. Marty made a motion to accept $118,000 as this year’s budget. Kirby 
Stafford seconded the motion. Reverend Sylvester opened the floor for discussion. Pastor Brian 
provided some budget information. The motion was passed unanimously. 
 

Pastor Brian says that money follows mission. People want to give to a cause or a mission instead of 
just giving to a budget. The church has gotten clear about their mission. The church has gotten clear 
about having transparency with the numbers. The church does have an account with the Frontier 
Foundation and those numbers are in the church conference report. 
 

Reverend Sylvester: 
Reverend Sylvester asked if the PPE Loan and Loan Forgiveness were secured for over $9,000. It was 
secured but People’s Bank wasn’t processing them at the time. Marty was told that he would be 
informed by the bank when the paperwork was sent in. Marty will follow up with the bank.  
 

Reverend Sylvester asked if the Boy Scout report was filed and it has. 
 

The potential of the church to separate over the issue of Human Sexuality may have happened this year 
but was delayed by the pandemic. The church should be having a conversation and ensure church 
members are informed. 
 

Covid-19: Reverend Sylvester sees that it will be a challenge for the future. He suggested building a 
hybrid model of in-person and online worship.  
 

Continued on page 6 
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Continued from page 5 
Reverend Sylvester said that Dinner for a Dollar is serving a need for community people who are in 
need because of job loss and the pandemic. 
 

Racial Inequities: The NYAC must be an anti-racist conference. The church needs to start having 
conversations in safe spaces. The movement can only be successful if the people sitting in the pews 
become informed and involved.  
 

Open Floor Discussion: 
Kersten Moore: The Sunday School is now meeting via ZOOM. The children know how to navigate the 
online classes and the first class went well. 
 

Martin Hartog: Charlotte Sroka has done an amazing job as the Missions Chair. She is reaching out to 
make new missions connections. 
 

Nancy Estes: She and Pastor Brian get the work done in the office. She has loved working with Pastor 
Brian. 
 

Sheldon Campbell: Lifted up George Joseph in getting the church services online. The church was able 
to do it effectively and quickly. 
 

George Joseph: He isn’t an expert in what he does for the broadcast ministry but he is happy that he 
was in the right place at the right time and is able to help. 
 

Kirby Stafford: The ZOOM services have expanded the church services into the community in a big 
way. Kirby said that he really enjoys the sermons that Pastor Brian gives. 
 

Terri Bennett: Amen! 
 

Perjah Delgado: Amen! 
 

Reverend Sylvester said that Carol is a blessing to ministry and a model for how a pastor’s wife can 
serve in the church. 
 

Carol Galloway: Echoed Kirby that our worship is reaching out far, including to her mother in Canada.  
 

Closing Remarks: Pastor Brian said that in the spring of 2019 we did have some conversations about 
Human Sexuality and that needs to be discussed again. Pastor Brian suggested Church Council could 
be a place to have that conversation. The church is having hybrid worship. The broadcast ministry will 
have to continue even once the pandemic is over. Once George Joseph starts to travel again, he will 
need help to keep the broadcast ministry going. Marty Hartog was the champion for Dinner for a Dollar. 
He went to the meetings and recruited community partners to help serve. Pastor Brian signed up for anti
-racism training next week that will be on ZOOM. Pastor Brian is about halfway through reading White 
Fragility. Pastor Brian said it was a joy and privilege to serve the church. The pandemic has made 
ministry difficult and Pastor Brian misses being able to do home visits. 
 

Perjah Delgado closed the meeting in prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Megan Malanson 
2020 Church Conference Secretary 
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“Adieu” to our Music Minister 

We bid farewell to Corbin Beisner, pianist and music director, who has 
performed across the United States and Europe.  As a church music director, 
he has worked for numerous churches in Connecticut.  Before becoming the 
current music director at Hamden Plains United Methodist, he worked at 
Emanuel Lutheran Church in Meriden and Kensington Congregational 
Church.   He is a graduate of the Hartt School of Music in Connecticut and 
the Franz Liszt Academy of Music in Budapest, Hungary. 

 

Corbin will be with us through the end of the year, when he moves to a new position in New 
Britain, CT.   We have enjoyed listening to him play over the past 9 months and pray God’s 
continued blessing on his music ministry. 

Greetings Hamden Plains Family, 
 
With all of the changes and new "normals" that have affected us this year, our stocking 
and Adopt-a-Family mission will look different too.  We are donating 100 stockings and 
we have a 4 person family consisting of a single Mom with a 16 year old boy, a 9 year old 
boy, and a 7 year old girl.  To maintain safe protocols, we will be doing these projects by 

donation only.  Rick and I will do all of the shopping, stuff the stockings, and deliver everything next 
month. 
 
So how can you participate in this over 25 year tradition at Hamden Plains?  You can with your prayers 
as well as financial contributions.  Contributions can be dropped off at the church during office hours or 
mailed directly to the church at 15 Church Street, Hamden, 06514, not later than Sunday Dec 6. Checks 
can be made out to the church, but please indicate in the memo "100 Stockings" or "Adopt-A-
Family."  I know that it is not the same...choosing a tag...stuffing a stocking...and all of 
the fellowship that goes with it, but the need continues to exist and I hope this will 
help keep the tradition going. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 203-415-5558 
or stacey.riccardi@comcast.net. 
Blessings to you and yours, 
Stacey Riccardi 
Methodist Angel Elf 

mailto:stacey.riccardi@comcast.net


Sermon manuscripts are available on our website.  
You may also contact Nancy Estes in the church office to obtain a copy or view 
them on our website, www.hamdenplainsumc.com. 

Our Prayer Team meets in its established time: Wednesdays, 11 a.m. – Noon, in the 
Narthex.  Adherence to safe practices protocols is expected: facemasks worn, 6 feet 
social distance maintained, hand-sanitizer used.  If you are interested in 
participating, just come!  If you want to know more, contact Holly O’Brien at 
203.506.4822 or hollyobrien@snet.net.  
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REPORT FROM MISSIONS 
         I would like to congratulate and thank the Finance Committee for paying the apportionments in advance 
for 2020. Being a member of Hamden Plains United Methodist Church for many years, the main 
conversations in November and December are “should we or should we not pay the apportionments?” It has 
always been for me that we should but the funds were not always available.  
 
         Being the Mission Chair, I would like to highlight some of the missions that are accomplished by our 
apportionments. Since one of our faithful members contributes to the Africa University faithfully, I thought 
that would be a good place to start.  
          
        The world-wide United Methodist Church (called the “General Church”) apportions $2,116,847 for 
Africa University.  This might seem like a lot of money, but with 12 million United Methodists world-wide, it 
works out to about 17.5 cents per member per year!  Of that, the New York Conference portion is $25,980 and 
our portion at Hamden Plains UMC is $52.00. For that modest amount of mission investment giving we are 
able, through the Africa University Fund, to continue to develop the first private university for young people 
in Africa • offer post-secondary education for students through colleges of agriculture and natural resources, 
management and administration, theology, education, health sciences, and humanities and social services • 
offer post graduate faculties in agriculture, management and administration, theology, health sciences, and 
peace and governance. 
 
Charlotte Sroka 
Mission Chair  

The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.” - Matthew 25:40 (NIV) 

http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com
mailto:hollyobrien@snet.net
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Hamden Plains  United Methodist Church 

15 Church Street 

Hamden, CT 06514 

 

Dear Hamden Plains UMC, 



COVENANT DISCIPLESHIP  
 

Our Covenant Discipleship group is an experience of youth and adult study led by 
Pastor Brian.  Sessions are from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. most Tuesdays.  Sessions are 
conducted remotely by Zoom, which can be accessed with a computer or a cell 
phone that can access email. Let Pastor know if you want to join. 
 
 

Our next 5 week study will begin December 8 using the book “Forgiveness” by Adam Hamilton. 
Individuals not currently part of Covenant Discipleship are welcome to join at the beginning of each 
study cycle.  Additional studies will be announced in 2021.   Please express your interest to Pastor 
Brian at 203.747.1781 or brianbodt@sbcglobal.net.  

Hamden Plains UMC Prayer Garden 
All are welcome to come to our prayer garden. 

Please feel free to take a piece of chalk to write a 
word or thought for yourself or to share with others. 
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CONNECTICUT’S COMMUNITY ALERT SYSTEM identifies towns with a color coded system 
monitoring the number of positive cases per 100,000 residents. This week’s alert system includes 
130 red and orange towns.     
                        CT Town Level Covid Response Framework 
                        CT COVID-19 Data Tracker 
 
Individuals living in red and orange alert towns are encouraged to get tested for COVID 19 at one of 
the state sponsored locations, limit gatherings with those outside of their home and postpone indoor 
and outdoor activities if masks and social distancing cannot be maintained.  View a complete list of 
testing sites 
  
The Governor has rolled the state back to reopening phase 2.1 in response to the increased cases 
of COVID 19 in the state. Read more about the guidelines.  
 
The Governor has provided holiday guidance and updated his travel advisory to include all but 6 
states in the country.      
 
Preethi Varghese-Joseph, MBBS, MPH 
Assistant Director, Academic Advisement for Healthcare Studies 
Adjunct Faculty, Department of Public Health 
Southern Connecticut State University 

mailto:brianbodt@sbcglobal.net
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Departments-and-Agencies/DPH/Communications/Graphics/COVID-chart.jpg&data=04%7C01%7Cvarghesep2@southernct.edu%7Cb635f1684ae0410f82c708d8825fb9f6%7C58736863
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/COVID-19-Data-Tracker&data=04%7C01%7Cvarghesep2@southernct.edu%7Cb635f1684ae0410f82c708d8825fb9f6%7C58736863d60e40ce95c60723c7eaaf67%7C0%7C0%7C637402694952702732
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.211ct.org/covidtesting&data=04%7C01%7Cvarghesep2@southernct.edu%7Cb635f1684ae0410f82c708d8825fb9f6%7C58736863d60e40ce95c60723c7eaaf67%7C0%7C0%7C637402694952712726%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.211ct.org/covidtesting&data=04%7C01%7Cvarghesep2@southernct.edu%7Cb635f1684ae0410f82c708d8825fb9f6%7C58736863d60e40ce95c60723c7eaaf67%7C0%7C0%7C637402694952712726%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://portal.ct.gov/DECD/Content/Coronavirus-Business-Recovery/Sector-Rules-and-Certification-for-Reopen&data=04%7C01%7Cvarghesep2@southernct.edu%7Cb635f1684ae0410f82c708d8825fb9f6%7C587368
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Covid-19-Knowledge-Base/Holiday-Guidance&data=04%7C01%7Cvarghesep2@southernct.edu%7Cb635f1684ae0410f82c708d8825fb9f6%7C58736863d60e40ce95c60723c7eaaf67%7C0%7C0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Travel&data=04%7C01%7Cvarghesep2@southernct.edu%7Cb635f1684ae0410f82c708d8825fb9f6%7C58736863d60e40ce95c60723c7eaaf67%7C0%7C0%7C637402694952732716%7CUnknown%7CTW
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If your health is compromised or you are in an at-risk group, please continue to enjoy 
our on-line worship option.  We print the following in each Thursday’s message field 
when we email the weekly bulletin and notices, to ease access for our members and 
friends.   
  
You can join Sunday Worship online in one of three ways: 

 Live by video at 10:15 am: https://zoom.us/join, enter Meeting ID: 837 2734 8500, enter Meeting Password: 
385763  (waiting room opens at 10 a.m.) 

 One tap: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83727348500?pwd=cFpxWURRZGFVVm9hYXNOdktiZGtWQT09 
 Live by telephone at 10:15 am: dial +1 646-558-8656,enter Meeting ID: 837 2734 8500#, enter Meeting 
Password: 385763#  (waiting room opens at 10 a.m.) 

One tap: +16465588656, 83727348500#,,,,0#,,385763# 
 

Recording on HPUMC YouTube Channel:  
      https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA or https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6 
     (Sunday service recording will be posted as early as Sunday at 7:00pm or late as Monday at 7:00pm) 
  
Contact George Joseph at dgjoseph.home@gmail.com or 203.675.3595 if you need help. 
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https://zoom.us/join
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83727348500?pwd=cFpxWURRZGFVVm9hYXNOdktiZGtWQT09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA
https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6
mailto:dgjoseph.home@gmail.com


Look  
what  
you 

missed 
this 

month 
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We started back with inside worship on Nov. 1st 
with all the precautions. 6ft apart, temperature 
screenings, all the usual questions, face masks and 
only using every other pew. As every place else 
we had our signs. Communion was offered in 
individual cups. It was also All Saints Sunday.   
    As the numbers have been rising the Reopening 
Team has decided to end in-person worship until it 
is safe. 
    Since Oct. 27 we have heard from 4 young adults 
for our “Community of Doers” campaign. All of 
them had the same message, We need to all do our 
part. Please remember to return your commitment 
cards. If you missed any of these great messages, 
you may hear them on our YouTube channel: 
https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6. 
 

 

A candle for our Saints 
that entered Heaven 
this year. 

Will Hartog was our 1st 
young adult. He  spoke 
about how little things 
matter. “Tragedy of the 
Common” Everyone 
needs to help with the 
small things.  

Perjah Delgado 
talked about 
puzzles. We are 
the puzzle pieces 
and together we 
form Gods 
Puzzle. 

Marcus Brantley told 
us a story of Gail 
Longley.  She had 
them doing small 
chores around the 
church when he was 
a kid. It taught him 
that small things have 
big effects. 

Morgen Campbell 
finished up by telling 
us the story of “The 
Teddy Bear Tree”.  That 
we each need to do 
pitch in to fill it up.  

https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6
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“IT’S BAFFLING.”  It’s what we sometimes say when we’re confused about some news or circumstance. 
 

But “baffling” is also something we do to prevent unwanted noise. 
 

The installation of industrial grade sanctuary fans to allow adequate air circulation for in-person worship creates 
noise.  Lots of it. 
 

To reduce the distraction, Sheldon and Morgen Campbell made baffles, sound-absorbing devices to surround the 
fans.  Although we have only been able to have one service before the rise in COVID cases shut down in-person 
worship, the baffles do reduce noise and are ready to use if, or when, we can again safely return to the sanctuary. 
 

We thank Sheldon and Morgen for taking on this task.  The photo of Sheldon includes me, a Johnny-come-lately 
to the project, assisting Sheldon in the final assembly and installation of the second baffle. 
 

A natural question is “How did the fans get there?”  Our Church Reopening Team chose to conform to Centers 
for Disease Control guidelines for adequate air exchange.  This necessitated the installation of fans the size of 
those used in industrial settings.  But how? 
 

Bancroft Nicholson, Sr. to the rescue!  Our talented and committed Sexton designed the frames to house each of 
the two fans.  The fans were then installed by removing the louvered portion of the rear sanctuary windows.  Since 
this latter was more than a “one-person-job,” Marty Hartog and I assisted Bancroft in the removal of the louvers 
and the final fan installation. 
 

Thanks also to Nancy Estes for taking these photos and being wise in  recognizing the importance of photos to 
share our ministry. 

Pastor Brian Bodt 



Serving the residents of Columbus House: Since the pandemic in March, we have 
been unable to serve “in-person”. We continue to support Columbus House with a 
monthly donation for this ministry. We will let our teams know when we can 
resume in-person serving.  

WANT TO VIEW OUR ON-LINE WORSHIP  

COACHING TO ACCESS ON-LINE WORSHIP: If you would like to have 
assistance in accessing “live” but remote worship through Zoom, or assistance in 
how to access recorded worship, please contact George Joseph 
(dgjoseph.home@gmail.com or 203.675.3595) or Carol Galloway 
(carol9996@hotmail.com or 203.687.6225).  They have coached others since we 
began our broadcast ministry and would be happy to assist you.  

December meeting schedule: 
Thursday, December 3, 6:30 p.m. Worship Committee 
                                        7 :30 p.m. . Leadership Team  
                                  (restricted to elected members only) 
 Wednesday, December 9, 1:00 p.m.  Women’s Group 

                           Thursday, December 10, 7:00 p.m.  Administrative Team  
 

WOMEN’S GROUP 

They meet the second 
Wednesday of each month, at 1 
p.m., in the nursery. 

As you can see they follow all 
protocols. 6ft apart and wear 

their masks. They enjoy fellowship in these 
trying times.  

All are welcome!! Come join them!! 
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“A COMMUNITY OF DOERS” 
Please return your Commitment Cards to the church by December 13.  Your commitment 
of “time, talent and treasure” helps our leaders to plan responsibility for Christ's ministry 
at our church in 2021.  Use the pre-addressed stamped envelope provided in the 
November 16 mailing, or drop your card at the church office. 

Thanks to those who have already responded. 

mailto:dgjoseph.home@gmail.com
mailto:carol9996@hotmail.com


MISSIONS 
Donations for the food pantry have been way down. We started collecting a specific item 
each month. 
Missions would like to thank everyone for their contributions during this hard time for 
the Hamden Food Bank.  

In December we will be collecting soups, coffee, tea, etc...  Non-food items are always 
needed.  Please place all donations in the collection basket in the Narthex during office hours any Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday 9 am to Noon. 
We will also have a box in the parking lot on Sunday mornings for drop off . 

Thank You! The Mission committee 

Aging and your body. 
 

What speeds aging up: 
1] Inflammation. It boosts our risk for diabetes and cancer. 
2] Metabolism. Protein senses nutrients and determines when to grow new cells.  
       It  can misfire and speed up. 
3] our ability to heal ourselves is reduced. 
4] Stem cells. Our body is less able to activate them. 
5] Stress response. Physical and emotional stress takes a greater toll on our body.   
         Especially harmful are the loss of a spouse, care giving, and financial worries. 
 
What slows aging down: 
1] Fruits and vegetables 
2] Lean protein 
3] Strength training which maintains muscle 
4] Aerobic exercise. Walk, run, bike, Move for 30 minutes 5 times a week. 
5] Sunscreen and shades year round. Sun exposure can damage DNA 
6] Weight loss. Especially important is to lose around the middle which reduces inflammation. 
7] Last but not least. Vacation and who doesn't enjoy some R and R. It reduces stress thus reducing inflammation. 
Even if it is not safe to travel due to Covid-19 taking time off from the job or housework can provide free time to 
relax and enjoy some family time. 
 
Submitted by: 
Brenda Pineau R.N. 
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INK CARTRIDGE RECYCLE PROGRAM 
OUR INK CARTRIDGE RECYCLE PROGRAM will gain 
us credit toward church office supplies.  Please bring them 
during office hours, Tues. – Thurs., 9 a.m. – Noon; leave them in 
a bag outside the parking lot door at your convenience, or bring 
them to Sunday worship.    

Thank you for dropping off your used cartridges!! 

We have saved over $500 this year from this program. We have purchased batteries for microphones, paper 
for the bulletins, thermometers to take temperatures,  and ink cartridges just name a few. 

Please send in special 
achievements so we may 

acknowledge those who have 
excelled above and beyond.  

 
Also if you would like prayers for 
anyone drop us a note with their name 
and reason for the prayer. 
Send to: secretary.hpumc@gmail.com  

“Dinner for a Dollar” 
serves take-out only from 6 – 7 p.m. following 
Quinnipiack Valley Health District guidelines.  
Cooking teams work 3 – 
5:30 p.m.; serving teams 
serve 5:30 – 8 p.m.  Meals 
are “to go” only.  To assist 
ANY Saturday please 
contact Marty Hartog at 
203.506.9788 or  
hartogm1@southernct.edu 
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THE HARVEST DISPLAY 

On our Thanksgiving altar was made possible by the generosity of Jones Family Farms, Shelton, 
Connecticut.  Pastor Brian Bodt and Carol Galloway obtained  the donation and decorated the sanctuary. 

mailto:hartogm1@southernct.edu


TO DONATE ALTAR 
FLOWERS please sign up on 
the chart in the Foyer bulletin 
board (the main entry hall) or 
contact Nancy Estes at 
203.248.4654 (Tues.-Thurs. 

mornings) or at secretary.hpumc@gmail.com.    
Donation is $20, check payable to “HPUMC” 
memoed “altar flowers” or cash, either given to 
Nancy Estes.  Wording may be “in honor of” or 
“in memory of” and will be listed in the bulletin.  
You may take the flowers with you or leave them 
for Pastor Brian to deliver to our home-bound 
members.  Nancy Campbell continues to order 
from “Flowers on the Farm.” Your color         
preference requests, if any, should be placed with 
Nancy Estes when ordering.  We thank both 
Nancy’s for their role in beautifying our altar. 

HAMDEN FOOD BANK   
always needs your support and 
contributions to help Hamden 
residents who are in need.  The items 

that we need are non-perishable foods and 
basic  necessities, such as, soap, toilet paper, 
tooth paste, tooth brushes, and diapers. Your 
generous support will be greatly appreciated.  
For more information contact                           
Charlotte Sroka at 203.530.2860 or email                                         
charlotte.sroka306@frontier,com  

Cans for Congo:  
We want to send a thank you 
to those of you who have 
been donating their cans and 
bottles or receipts from 
recycling cans and bottles 

for the Congo Mission to Mulungwishi Seminary.  
Please continue to bring in your  receipts or cans 
to support this mission. The collection boxes for 
receipts and cans are  located in the narthex.   

The “January Messenger”                                  
deadline is Sunday, Dec 20th  

(always the third Sunday of 
the preceding month).   

Please submit articles 
electronically (preferred) to  
secretary.hpumc@gmail.com or hard copy to 
Nancy at the church office (Tues, Wed., 
Thurs., 9 am – Noon) or by USPS at 15 
Church Street, Hamden, CT  06514 
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THANK YOU  

to Joan Longley for the 
donation of Bob Longley's 

wheelchair. 

The chair has found it’s 
home here at Hamden Plains 

for anyone who may have 
the need to borrow it. 

Contact either Pastor or the 
church office. 

mailto:secretary@HPUMC.comcastbiz.net


COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
  Sundays 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm  French Church 
  Mondays 3:30 pm - 6:00 pm  United Girls Choir 
    6:00 pm - 8:30 pm  Living Water Bible Study 

Meeting 
  Tuesdays 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Hispanic AA 
  Thursdays 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Men’s AA 

Meeting 
    7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Hispanic AA 
  3rd Thursday 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Hamden Plains Friends 
  Saturdays 3:00 - 5:00 pm   Spanish Women’s AA 
  4th Saturday 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  AA Spanish Speaking D-10 A-11 

Meeting 
  Various Days/Times        Daniel Cohen 

Meeting 
For the time being outside activities have suspended meetings. 

PLEASE CONSIDER SENDING A NOTE to any of the folks below who 
either live alone, have care needs, or both.  This list was updated as of 
October 15.  Megan Malanson is tracking these contacts.  If you make one 
and would like to report that to Megan, please reach her at 
megmalanson@yahoo.com.  If there is someone you think should be 
contacted by the pastor, please notify him at brianbodt@sbcglobal.net.  

 
ADDRESSES FOR PEOPLE LIVING ALONE OR WITH CARE NEEDS: 
(Some opted not to be on this list: please contact Pastor with corrections.) 
Bales, Mary, 33 Woodruff Street, #113, Hamden, 06518 

Bogacki, Dorine, 22 Masonic Avenue, Wallingford, 06492 

Gursky, John, 1492 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, 06514 

Hartsoe, Lois, 5324 Ashlar Village, Wallingford, 06492 
Leno, Pat, 850 Mix Avenue, Hamden, 06514 

Maynard, Sandy, 102B Treadwell Street, Hamden, 06514 

Mayo, Elizabeth, 200 Leeder Hill Drive, Apt. 213, Hamden, 06517 

Morrison, Claudette and Jimmy, 112 East Gate Lane, Hamden, 06514 

Pearson, Wilette, 306 Forest Street Ext., Hamden, 06518 
Raccio, Jean and Carmine, 15 Sunrise Cove Road, Branford, 06405 

Reynolds, Marianne, 656 Center Street, Apt. D208, Wallingford, 06492 

Shaw, Rosemary, 345 Fountain Street, Apt. 202, New Haven, 06515 

Williams, Trudy, 41 West Helen Street, Hamden, 06514 
Wycoff, Denise and Pieter, 135 Grandview Avenue, Hamden, 06514 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please let the office or Pastor know if prayers are needed 

Those who are in nursing homes Rehabilitation Centers & Hospitals or home bound 
Dorine Bogacki, Masonic Home, 22 Masonic Ave., Wallingford, CT 06492 
Pat Leno, Arden House, 850 Mix Ave., Hamden, CT 06514 
Sandra Maynard, 102B Treadwell St., Hamden, CT 06514 
Elizabeth Mayo, 200 Leeder Hill Dr. #213, Hamden, CT 06517 
Claudette Morrison, 112 East Gate Ln., Hamden, CT 06514 
Marianne Reynolds, 656 Center St., D208, Wallingford, CT 06492 
 

Please keep those serving in the military in your prayers                                            

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: 

We extend our sympathy to Christina and Gregg Larrow on the death of her long-time family friend, Ron Rory.  Ron was  
          “like an uncle” to Christina.  We also extend our sympathy to Rory’s widow, Joyce Fino.  
Scheduled Surgery: Christina Larrow December 29 
Recovering from surgery: Andy Dukanicz, Rosemary Shaw 
 

Bishop Bickerton, Superintendent Sylvester, and all the pastors and congregations of  the United Methodist New York   
          Conference. 
 

Our nation; President-elect Biden and Vice-President-elect Harris; President Trump  and Vice-President Pence; and all  
          elected officials; and for a successful transition of leadership. 
 

Michael O’Brien, nephew of Holly and Bob O’Brien, for diagnosis of cancer and the family for God’s comfort. 
 

Lynn Brantley’s brother Bob, cousin Kim and her family, and Bob’s friend Rob, all testing positive for COVID-19.  Bob is  
         in hospital since October 30th with oxygen levels an issue. 
 

The Giannattasio family, friends of Laura and Wray Williams, all with COVID-19. 
 

Ivy, Ramon Delgado’s sister-in-law, potentially exposed to COVID-19. 
 

Aaron Rattley, recovered  from recent illness 
 

Kim Ng, with joy on her selection as the first female General Manager in Major League Baseball.  Kim is the new GM for 
the Miami Marlins and the sister of Melisa Bodt. 
 

The Rev. John Marsh, friend of Lisa Collins, recovering with home therapy. 
“Uncle Buck” Malanson, continuing health concerns 
Delores Brittany, great-grandmother of the Ritchie children 
John, partner of Marty Hartog’s niece, recovering from being struck by a car while riding a  bicycle in New York City,  
        and sustaining damage to his spinal cord 
Jason Calabrese, Stacey Riccardi’s brother, recovering from a stroke. 
James Karpuc and family, friend of Anthony Moore.  James is being treated for brain cancer. 
Laura Williams search for employment. 
Laura and Wray Williams’ dog, with cancer. 
 
For our world during the corona virus        
Please pray for our Church daily 
Please submit prayer request to the church office, secretary.hpumc@gmail.com                                                                  
or leave a message on the office phone. 203.248.4654 
You can always contact Pastor Brian for other needs. 
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1st Dorine Bogacki 
1st Ashlyn Ritchie 
3rd Kyle Kirchoff 
5th Pieter Wyckoff Jr. 
6th   Sara Stafford 
7th   Louise Russell 
13th   Elizabeth  Hurley 
14th   Jessamine Lewis 
15th Asher Joseph 
15th Lynford Russell 
16th Holly O’Brien 
17th Billy Maynard 
22nd                Bruce Davis 
25th Joey O’Brien 
27th Carissa Welch 
30th Lindsay Collins 
31st Rick Riccardi 

26th Lynford & Louise Russell 1971 
31st John & Lynn Brantley 1988 

 December 6 December 13 December 20 December 24 
Christmas Eve. 

December 27 

Liturgist Preethi Varghese-Joseph Sheldon Campbell Holly O’Brien  Marcus Brantley 

Song Leader Marty Hartog Sheldon Campbell Krystal Ritchie  Pastor Brian Bodt 

Program Producer George Joseph George Joseph George Joseph George Joseph George Joseph 

Counters Charlotte Sroka 
Lois Fucci 

Charlotte Sroka 
Nancy Estes 

Charlotte Sroka 
Nancy Estes 

Charlotte Sroka 
Nancy Estes 

Charlotte Sroka 
Nancy Estes 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1     5pm 
Confirmation   

6:30 pm 
Covenant 
Discipleship 

2   11am 
Prayer Group 

3  6:30pm 
Worship  
Committee       
7:30pm 
Leadership 
Team 

4 5  Dinner for a 
Dollar 6 - 7 pm 

6  2nd 
Sunday 
Advent         
9 am Sunday 
School 
10:15 am 
Worship 

7 8      5pm 
Confirmation   

6:30 pm 
Covenant 
Discipleship 

9   11am 
Prayer Group    
1pm Women’s 
Group               

10   7:00pm 
Administrative 
Team  

11 12  Dinner for 
a Dollar 6 - 7 
pm 

13 3rd Sunday 
Advent            
9 am Sunday 
School 
10:15 am 
Worship         
Poinsettia 
Orders due 

14 15   5pm 
Confirmation   

6:30 pm 
Covenant 
Discipleship 

16  11am 
Prayer Group 

17 18 19  Dinner for 
a Dollar 6 - 7 
pm 

20 4th 
Sunday 
Advent         
9 am Sunday 
School 
10:15 am 
Worship 

21 Blue 
Christmas 
Service TBA 

22   6:30 pm 
Covenant 
Discipleship 

23   11am 
Prayer Group 

24 
Christmas 
Eve: Service 
times to be 
posted in early 
December 

25  
Christmas 

Day 

26  Dinner for 
a Dollar 6 - 7 
pm 

27   
Christmas I  
9 am Sunday 
School 
10:15 am 
Worship 

28 29  6:30 pm 
Covenant 
Discipleship 

30   11am 
Prayer Group 

31   
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Phone: 203-248-4654 
E-MAIL: brian.bodt@nyac-umc.com 
E-MAIL: Secretary.hpumc@gmail.com 

HAMDEN PLAINS UMC 
15 CHURCH STREET 
HAMDEN   CT     06514 
The Rev. Dr. Brian Bodt, Pastor 
Nancy Estes, Editor 

the messenger 
december 

2020 


