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HAMDEN HAPPENINGS 
December 11th, 2019 edition 

  
Dear Hamden Plains Church community, 
  
            Last Sunday was full in numbers and spirit.  109 worshipers, half of whom 
were the United Girls Choir, family and friends, filled our sanctuary with music and 
warmth.  The choir has sung for us for many years and it is always a treat.  We 
thank also our instrumentalists Noah Carlson, Morgen Campbell and Ryan Murray. 

 
 



 
 

           

 
            That afternoon, the adage “Many hands make light work” was fulfilled as a 
crew filled 100 stockings in 30 minutes (!) for the Family Centered Services of 
CT.  Disciples at work included Ramon, Perjah and Reneejah Delgado, Carol 
Galloway (set up), Marty Hartog, Christina and Mackenzie Larrow, Holly O’Brien, 



Audrey Quinn, Rick and Stacey Riccardi, Krystal and Ashlyn Ritchie, Michele 
Silver, Charlotte Sroka, Sara and Geoffrey Stafford and Trudy Williams. 
  
            This Sunday’s worship will feature our annual pageant with the Christmas 
story told by the children and young adults of the church.  Please note some 
changes in our worship order this week in the summary below. 
  
             It’s not too late to bake for the Cookie Walk this Sunday.   We ask bakers 
to provide their favorite cookies, 6 – 8 dozen (or as much as you can) and bring 
them to church.  Laura Williams will greet you in the Narthex to receive your 
cookies.  All proceeds go to the Evangelism fund, which support current expenses 
and future church events like the summer picnic.  The cost to purchase is $6 per 
bag.  If you want to know more, please contact Laura Williams at 203.506.8351 or 
email lwang32@aol.com. 
  
Several deadlines also come this Sunday.  They include: 

• The official end of our “Sharing God’s Love through Giving” campaign for 
Christ’s ministry at Hamden Plains in 2020.  To date we have commitments 
totaling $93,068.  While we are happy to receive commitments at any time, 
we will officially conclude the campaign on December 15th.  Cards are 
available on the Narthex table or by contacting the church office: 
203.248.4654 or secretary.hpumc@gmail.com). 

• The January “Messenger” deadline: articles to Nancy Estes 
at secretary.hpumc@gmail.com or submitted in print to the church office. 

• Poinsettia orders: call 203.248.4654 or e-mail Nancy Estes at the address 
above.  Red, white, pink or marble, $9 each in cash or check payable to 
Nancy Estes.  Please list your name and the name “in honor” or “in 
memory.”  (See form at end) 

        Thanks for continued prayers for Bob and Joan Longley.  Bob will be 
transferred today or tomorrow to Montowese, North Haven. 
            
         Our church’s Christmas letter was mailed yesterday, including details on 
worship through year’s end.  To those who may be traveling in the days ahead, 



may God guide all your ways and return you safely to us. 
                                                Pastor Brian Bodt 
 
  
And now to Sunday: 
  
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT – December 15TH  
“Got Hunger?” will be the message based on Isaiah 35:1-10 and Matthew 11:2-
11.  The Advent wreath (candle of joy) will be lit by the Delgado/Turner family.  As 
noted above, the service will feature our annual pageant telling of the Christmas 
story.  The anthem by the Adult Choir will be “Christmas Hymn.”  There will be no 
informal hymn singing this 3rd Sunday.  There will be no spoken prayer requests 
this week.  You may e-mail them prior to Sunday at brianbodt@sbcglobal.net or 
complete a form in Sunday’s bulletin that will be collected during the opening 
hymn.  The Noisy Offering will be collected as part of our regular offering; and The 
Peace will be exchanged following the close of worship.   Fellowship Time will be 
hosted by Terri Bennett, during which time we have our annual Cookie Walk (see 
above). 
  
Sunday, December 15TH Worship Assistants: 
Greeter Sarah Secl 
Liturgist Krystal Ritchie 
Children’s Sermon Christmas Pageant 
Acolyte 
Crucifer 

Lindsay Collins 
Morgan Collins 

Ushers 
  
Attendance Clerk 

Kirby Stafford 
Geoffrey Stafford 
Nancy Estes 

Fellowship Time Cookie walk 

Counters Kirby Stafford 
Sheldon Campbell 

  
  
LOOKING AHEAD 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING: Sunday, December 22, 1 – 4 p.m.  If you can carry a 
tune in your heart you can come caroling!  Since we have people locally and 



outside Hamden, it would be nice if we had enough singers to have two 
groups.  Pastor Brian is organizing those to whom we will sing, and those who will 
do the singing.  Please let him know you’ll participate by speaking to him any time, 
in person or at 203.747.1781; or by e-mailing brianbodt@sbcglobal.net. 
  
“Blue Christmas” WORSHIP: Sunday, December 22, 6 p.m. 
Held at our church, we partner with First and Summerfield U.M. Church in a 
service that honors the birth of Christ especially for those whose joy is muted or 
absent due to loss in all its forms.  Child care provided.  A light supper will be 
follow at 7 p.m. 
  
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP: Tuesday, December 24th, 6 and 11 p.m.  See 
details in the Christmas letter mailed this week; in the December “Messenger,” or 
on-line at www.hamdenplainsumc.com. 
  
DON’T FORGET 

• “Cans for the Congo” – leave your redeemable cans and bottles to support 
the Mulungwishi Seminary in the Congo 

• Hamden Food Bank – leave non-perishable food and toiletry items. 

These may be left in the large plastic bins in the northwest corner of the Narthex. 



 

 

 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

December 22, 2019 
6 ½ in pots $9 each 

Red ____   White ____ 
Pink ____ Marble ____ 

  
Your Name: _______________________________________ 

  
In Honor of: ________________________________________ 

  
In Memory of: ______________________________________ 

  
  

 

 


