
 
 

IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL ORDER OF WORSHIP 
HAMDEN PLAINS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

15 Church Street 
Hamden, Connecticut  06514 

(203) 248-4654 
www.hamdenplainsumc.com 

https://www.facebook.com/HamdenPlainsUMC/ 
The YouTube channel address: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA 
 

or https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6 
 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

MAY 2, 2021 
 

ENTRANCE AND PRAISE 
+ Those able please stand  

Prelude    
 

Welcome to the Parish 
 

+Call to Worship                           Psalm 118:24 and 122:1 

Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Leader: I was glad when they said unto me 
People: Let us go into the house of the Lord.                         
 

+Hymn             “Christian People, Raise Your Song”                               UMH #636  
 

Collect for Purity (seated, unison)   
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy name, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion (by the Pastor) 
 

 

http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/HamdenPlainsUMC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA
https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6


Prayer of Confession (unison)                    
O Lord, we confess that we are not always of one mind with you.  We fail to love what you 

command and fail to desire what you promise.  Amid all the changes of the world, are hearts are 
fixed on things which are transitory instead of where true joy may be found: in Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Forgive our sins of commission and omission that, having been cleansed by the power of 
your grace, we may live in heart and deed the love you promise, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Silent Confession                   Words of Pardon (by the pastor) 
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
Acts of the Apostles               8:26-40 
26

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 
27

So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 

eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 

come to Jerusalem to worship 
28

and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 

Isaiah. 
29

Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 
30

So Philip ran up to it and heard 

him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
31

He replied, “How 

can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 
32

Now the passage of 

the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent 

before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 
33

In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can 

describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34

The eunuch asked Philip, “About 

whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 
35

Then Philip began 

to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 
36

As they were 

going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to 

prevent me from being baptized?” 
38

He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the 

eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 
39

When they came up out of the water, the Spirit 

of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
40

But Philip 

found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the 

towns until he came to Caesarea. 
Liturgist: The Word of the Lord.  People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Epistle           I John 4:7-21 
7
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows 

God. 
8
Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 

9
God’s love was revealed among us in 

this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 
10

In this is love, not that 

we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
11

Beloved, since 

God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 
12

No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
13

By this we know that we abide in him and he in 

us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
14

And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son 

as the Savior of the world. 
15

God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in 

God. 
16

So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love 

abide in God, and God abides in them. 
17

Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have 

boldness on the Day of Judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 
18

There is no fear in love, but 

perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection 

in love. 
19

We love because he first loved us. 
20

Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or 

sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom 

they have not seen. 
21

The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their 

brothers and sisters also. 

Liturgist: The Word of the Lord.  People: Thanks be to God. 
 



+The Gospel            John 15:1-8 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears no 
fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been 
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.  4 Abide in me, as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am 
the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart 
from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by 
this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.   

Liturgist: The Gospel of the Lord.  People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

+Hymn            “One Bread, One Body”                   UMH #620 
 

The Sermon              “Entangled in Love”               The Rev. Elizabeth Braddon 
 

The Pastoral Prayer 
 

Offertory:                               
 

Please mail or drop off your tithes and offerings to 15 Church Street, Hamden, CT  06514. 
Noisy Offering (coins given for missions) may be dropped off at the church. 

 

+Response                                             “Bless Thou the Gifts”                                                                       UMH #587 
 

+Offertory Prayer 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
+The Great Thanksgiving 
L: The Lord be with you. 
P: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 
P: We lift them up to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

(The pastor gives thanks, ending) 
 

L: And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 



 
(The congregation is seated.  The institution of the Lord’s Supper is recalled.  The pastor concludes:) 

 

L: And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith. 

 
(The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit and praises the Trinity, concluding: 

 

 
L: All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever. 



 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                          UMH #895 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

(The individual Communion cups are opened.  We eat and drink in unison with the invitations: 
“The body of Christ, broken for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 

 

GOING FORTH 
Hymn  (seated)                                       “Song of Hope”                               TFWS #2186 
 

+The Benediction 
 

The Postlude 
 THE WORSHIP IS ENDED: THE SERVICE BEGINS.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 







 



 
 
 
 

TODAY AT HAMDEN PLAINS 
GREETINGS TO ALL worshipping with us in-person outside, on-line or by program view today.  
 

RECORDED PROGRAM WORSHIP at www.hamdenplainsumc.com or 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA .   All services since March 15, 2020 are 
there.  Learn more about us at www.hamdenplainsumc.com, including the latest updates on our 
response to the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

WE WELCOME TODAY THE REV. ELIZABETH BRADDON as our Communion celebrant and 
preacher.  Rev. Braddon has served churches throughout the New York Conference: the Catskill 
Mountains, Connecticut, Staten Island, Brooklyn, Brewster, NY and Stony Brook, NY.  In retirement in 
2020 she served Trinity Church, South Meriden after the death of its pastor, the Rev. John Blossom. 
We thank Rev. Braddon for being with us today. 
 

OUR WORSHIP LEADERS are listed on the grid elsewhere in these notices.  
 

PASTOR BRIAN is on vacation through tomorrow.  For urgent pastoral matters, please contact Holly 
O’Brien (203.506.4822 or hollyobrien@snet.net) and she will reach the pastor on call. 

http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA
http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com/
mailto:hollyobrien@snet.net


OUTDOOR WORSHIP SET-UP: Thanks to John Brantley and Marty Hartog for setting up today’s 
outdoor worship space in Pastor Brian’s absence.  With Pastor’s departure after June 13, we need to 
recruit teams who will perform this task.  It is not difficult and detailed instructions are easy to 
follow.  At least one member of each team needs to be strong enough to move and set-up a folding 
table.  The time commitment is to arrive one hour before worship to complete the task.  If you are 
willing to consider this and learn more, please contact Worship Chair Holly O’Brien 
(hollyobrien@sent.net; 203.506.4822) or Pastor Brian (brianbodt@sbcglobal.net; 203.747.1781). 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY: 9 a.m. children and youth, 11:30 a.m. adult.  Zoom links are sent by the 
leaders, Kersten Moore (disturbedteacher@gmail.com) and Sheldon Campbell 
(Sheldon.campbell@yale.edu), respectively.  Please contact them if you’d like to join in. 
 

MOTHER’S DAY FLOWERS ORDERS DUE TODAY!  Please use the form at the end of these notices. 
 

THE MAY HAMDEN FOOD BANK COLLECTION FOCUS is household cleaning supplies like laundry 
detergent, bar soap, dish detergent, etc.  Please place all donations in the collection basket in the 
Narthex during office hours (Tuesday – Thursday, 9 a.m. – Noon) or bring them on Sunday mornings 
to outside worship.  Thanks to the many who have donated!  
 

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE LETTERS were mailed April 21st.  You are invited to make gifts to the 
Book of Remembrance in honor or memory of loved ones.  Their names will be inscribed in the book.  
These funds support needed worship supplies and other ministries of the church.  A brochure 
explaining the Book of Remembrance was included in the letter.  Donations received by May 18 will 
be acknowledged with the name of the donor and the honoree in the bulletin of May 23, much 
as we acknowledge flower donors.  All gifts will be acknowledged in the “Messenger.”  A stamped, 
self-addressed envelope was included in the letter, or you may send gifts payable to the “Book of 
Remembrance” to 15 Church Street, Hamden, CT  06514. 
 

THIS THURSDAY, MAY 6TH is Nurses Day.  We celebrate the care offered by Rosetta Andrews, 
Christine Cohen and June Nicholson, all nurses and members of our church.  Please thank a nurse for 
their life-saving work, especially during this COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

PLEASE GET YOUR COVID-19 VACCINE.  If you need assistance let Pastor Brian know as a 
confidential matter and we will find assistance that respects your privacy. 
 

DUE TO PERSONAL CIRCUMSTANCES, THE PRAYER TEAM NOW MEETS ON AN “AS-CALLED” 
BASIS.  This is typically Wednesday.  The in-person team is Holly O’Brien, Charlotte Sroka and Lois 
Fucci.  Praying remotely with them are Kersten Moore, Jean Raccio and Megan Malanson.   If you 
would like to pray in-person with them, or remotely at the time they pray, please contact Holly 
O’Brien at 203.506.4822 or hollyobrien@snet.net.  She will provide the time on any given day. 
 

SPECIFIC PRAYER REQUESTS for Wednesday Prayer Team may be made by contacting Holly O’Brien 
at her contacts above. These requests remain confidential to the Prayer Team.  PRAYERS AS 
PRINTED IN THE SUNDAY NOTICES, are assumed to be public information and should be called or e-
mailed to Nancy Estes at 203.248.4654 or secretary.hpumc@gmail.com. 
 

MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK: 
PRAYER TEAM, each Wednesday, time TBD, in-person, Nursery 
WORSHIP TEAM, Thursday, May 6, 6:30 – 7:20 p.m. via Zoom 
LEADERSHIP TEAM, Thursday, May 6, 7:30 – 9 p.m. via Zoom 
“DINNER FOR A DOLLAR” serves each Saturday, 6 – 7 p.m.    See the notice below. 
 

“DINNER FOR A DOLLAR” seeks cooks and serving hosts.  Cook teams work 3 – 5:30 p.m. and serving 
teams serve 5:30 – 8 p.m. To sign up, go to https://signup.com/go/LpLESwA or contact Marty 

mailto:hollyobrien@sent.net
mailto:brianbodt@sbcglobal.net
mailto:disturbedteacher@gmail.com
mailto:Sheldon.campbell@yale.edu
mailto:hollyobrien@snet.net
mailto:secretary.hpumc@gmail.com
https://signup.com/go/LpLESwA


Hartog: 203.506.9788 or hartogm1@southernct.edu  HPUMC members and friends serve 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays; community partners host 1st, 3rd and 5th Saturdays.   

Anyone may eat at Dinner for a Dollar.  A suggested donation is $1 per meal, but no one is 
turned away based on ability to pay.  Meals are available each Saturday, 6 – 7 p.m., take-out only 
through the Church Street doors.  May God continue to bless this important ministry. 
 

NEXT SUNDAY the sermon “Complete Joy” will be based on Psalm 98, I John 5:1-6, and John 15:9-17.  
Our liturgist will be Marcus Brantley; Song Leader, Terri Bennett; Special Musician, John Swingler. 
 

NO CHILDREN’S AND ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL ON Mother’s Day next Sunday, May 9th. Enjoy your 
moms! 
 

THE LITTLE FREE LIBRARY remains open year-round.  Check it out in front of the church on Dixwell 
Avenue.    To donate books (children’s books as well as adult) of any genre or language, or Bibles 
contact Kersten Moore at distrubedteacher@gmail.com / 203.935.6855 or Lisa Collins at 
collins11902@yahoo.com / 203.913.7961. 
 

OUR INK CARTRIDGE RECYCLE PROGRAM will gain us credit toward church office supplies.  Please 
bring them during office hours, Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - Noon; or leave them in a bag outside the 
parking lot door at your convenience.   Many thanks! 
 

YOUR CONTINUED FINANCIAL SUPPORT MEANS MUCH!   Please mail gifts to HPUMC, 15 Church 
Street, Hamden, CT  06514 or bring them during office hours, Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9 a.m. – Noon. 
 

PLEASE CONSIDER SENDING A NOTE to any of the folks below who either live alone, have care 
needs, or both.  This is the current list.  Megan Malanson is tracking these contacts.  If you make one 
and would like to report that to Megan, please reach her at megmalanson@yahoo.com.  If there is 
someone you think should be contacted by the pastor, please notify him at brianbodt@sbcglobal.net.  
 

ADDRESSES FOR PEOPLE LIVING ALONE OR WITH CARE NEEDS: 
(Some opted not to be on this list: please contact Pastor with corrections.) 
Bales, Mary, 33 Woodruff Street, #113, Hamden, 06518 
Bogacki, Dorine, 22 Masonic Avenue, Wallingford, 06492 
Gursky, John, 1492 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, 06514 
Hartsoe, Lois, 5324 Ashlar Village, Wallingford, 06492 
Leno, Pat, 850 Mix Avenue, Hamden, 06514 
Maynard, Sandy, 102B Treadwell Street, Hamden, 06514 
Mayo, Elizabeth, 200 Leeder Hill Drive, Apt. 213, Hamden, 06517 
Morrison, Claudette and Jimmy, 112 East Gate Lane, Hamden, 06514 
Pearson, Wilette, 306 Forest Street Ext., Hamden, 06518 
Raccio, Jean and Carmine, 15 Sunrise Cove Road, Branford, 06405 
Reynolds, Marianne, 656 Center Street, Apt. D208, Wallingford, 06492 
Shaw, Rosemary, 345 Fountain Street, Apt. 202, New Haven, 06515 
Williams, Trudy, 41 West Helen Street, Hamden, 06514 
Wycoff, Denise and Pieter, 135 Grandview Avenue, Hamden, 06514 
 

OTHER WAYS TO BE IN MINISTRY AND MISSION DURING THE PANDEMIC: 
 Bring your “Cans for the Congo” during office hours or on Sundays. 
 Stay abreast of developments by reading your e-mail or checking the website. 
 Read the upcoming Sunday scriptures as an act of spiritual formation. 
 Pray for our church and governmental leaders and our Reopening Team. 
 Serve at “Dinner for a Dollar” (take-out only).  Sign up at https://signup.com/go/LpLESwA or 

contact Marty Hartog at 203.506.9788 or hartogm1@southernct.edu 

mailto:hartogm1@southernct.edu
mailto:distrubedteacher@gmail.com
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 Check in by phone or send a note to someone home-bound or elderly. 
 Continue to mail in your tithes and offerings. 
 Continue to pray for our church during this time of pastoral transition. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Recovering from Surgery:  
Malcolm Bennett (father of Terri) from a heart procedure in Pennsylvania on March 23 
 

Prayers for successful treatment: 
Ellen Fong, Kennedi Rookwood, Sara Stafford and John Sroka 
 

Continuing care: 
Sarah and James Galloway, Carol’s parents, for on-going medical issues 
Harold Estes, medical issues 
Jason Calabrese (brother of Stacey Riccardi)  
Bob Iannotti (brother of Lynn Brantley)  
Rev. John Marsh (friend of Lisa Collins) 
Joyce Randolph (aunt of Anthony Moore) 
 

Continued prayers for:  
Bishop Bickerton, Superintendent Sylvester and all the pastors and congregations of the  

United Methodist New York Conference  
Our nation; President Biden and Vice-President Harris; and all elected officials  
 

BIRTHDAYS: Mary Bales 5/6, Janine Fiorillo 5/8  
 

APRIL 25th ATTENDANCE: 6 in-person (Worship Team only due to rain);  
___on Zoom; ___Program Views 

OFFERING: $          Easter $ 
 

WORSHIP HOSTS 
 Today May 2nd    Next Sunday May 9th   

Liturgist Sheldon Campbell Marcus Brantley 
Song Leaders Sheldon Campbell Terri Bennett 
Special Music Morgan Campbell John Swingler 
Worship Host #1 
                             #2 

Charlotte Sroka 
Krystal Ritchie 

Kersten Moore 
Megan Malanson 

Attendance Clerk Krystal Ritchie Megan Malanson 
Disinfecting Team Sheldon Campbell 

Kersten Moore 
Pastor Brian 
Carol Galloway 

Counters Lois Fucci 
Charlotte Sroka 

Krystal Ritchie 
Kersten Moore 

Program Producer George Joseph George Joseph 
 

Worship in-person outdoor and live Zoom at 10:15 a.m.  Sundays 
Sunday School for children at 9 a.m. on Zoom. 
Adult Sunday School at 11:30 a.m. on Zoom. 
Program view of worship later on Sunday. 

 

Minister: All Congregation Members 
Rev. Dr. Brian R. Bodt, Pastor 
John Swingler, Music Minister 
Nancy Estes, Parish Secretary 
Bancroft Nicholson, Sr., Sexton 

 

Church Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon 
secretary.hpumc@gmail.com 

mailto:secretary.hpumc@gmail.com

