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metabolism booster and energy enhancer...all in one weight loss patch."

Almost too good to be true. But not the only patch in town.
Nichoderm CQ for nicotine addiction; Ortho Evra, a birth control patch,
the Eden Weight Loss Patch; the IcyHot Patch, a pain reliever. Perhaps
best of all, there are these patches on disposable diapers that did what
the old coffon cloth diapers did very well: make a baby uncomfortable, a
sure incentive to toilet training!

Getting "patched up" used to have something to do with heading to
the emergency room for bandaging after slicing a finger instead of the

, furkey; or to sew up the road rash rip in your leg from losing the battle to\---l gravity with your bike.

Today getting "patched up" has more to do with internal than
external medicine, with medications being delivered by an adhesive
patch worn in places sometimes not appropriate to mention in polite
company. One wonders if soon will come the day when you'll be able
to roll up just about anyone's sleeve and see some sort of patch that
offers them better living through chemistry.

Such developments lead to stories. Whether true or urban legend
is the guy who showed up at the cardiologist for a follow-up
appointment complaining about one of his medications. "It's the patch,"
he said. "The nurse told me to put a new one on every six hours and
I've run out of places to put them. The doctor hoped what he thought
was true wasn't, told the man to undress, and found that he had 50
patches stuck all over his body. Directions were changed to tell patients
to remove the old one first.
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And then there are the ubiquitous "uniform patches" which tell us
all sorts of things about the wearer: name, rank, unit, etc. So whether
your patches are medicinal or military, when you put them on you can
be fixed, identified, or both.

All of this is our modern cultural context for understanding a
message of hope on this first Sunday in Advent. From theLatin "to
come, " Advent is the season of four Sundays before Christmas when we
prepare for the coming of Christ. We remember his coming on earth
long z5o, we prepare for his coming at Christmas, and we strain forward
in hope for his second coming in glory: a message both ancient and new.

Romans I3:II-I4 is the center metaphor for this message. The
apostle Paul employs a clothing metaphor and instructs us to put
something on: "put on the Lord Jesus Christ." Quite aware that there
can be wardrobe malfunctions among the people of God, Paul exhorts
the church in Rometo "Lay aside the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light." His list is representative, not comprehensive, for those
who, like the man in the cardiologist's office, need a little more
instruction. "Drunkenness," "debauchery and licentiousness," and
"quarreling and jealousy" are some, but not all, of what we need to take
off to be truly ready to visit the manger in Bethlehem.

As we start our journey toward Christmas, we need to put on "the
Christ patch" that indicates to everyone that we a^re being patched up and
fully filled with Jesus Christ, with love for God and love for neighbor.
You've heard me say that the church is not a hotel for saints but a
hospital for sinners. So it is. But the hospital metaphor is incomplete
because it leaves the focus on the patient and not the physician.

The reason you and I are here together is not just that we share a
common hope for healing, though it is true that we hope for the coming
of God's realm where, as Isaiah declares, "they shall beat their swords
into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore."
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(- The reason you and I are here together is not just that we share a

common hope for each other's support in illness and adverstty, though it
is true that "we share one another's burdens and so fulfill the law of
Christ."

The reason you and I are here together is not just that we share a

common hope for Christ's coming among us, though it is true that, as

Paul wrote, "the night isfar gone, the day is near."

The reason you and I are here together is Jesus Christ, who has

touched our lives and changed our lives; who has given us new life;
whose positive, life-giving message has given us new hope: not only for
the coming of the Kingdom, not only for our life beyond death; not only
for the promise of what might be; but for the power of new possibilities
present, here and now. This is what it means to put on "the Christ
patch," to "put on the Lord Jesus Christ," to "prtt on the armor of
light." I believe we sometimes hesitate because it mealrs we step up to
a new level of commitment, accountability and service.

Several of you attended Bishop Bickerton's presentation on
November 15 and heard'the discornaging statistics of the decline of the

United Methodist Chtrch. This decline parallels that of other church
bodies and of the culture, in which fewer people are identiffing as

"Christian."

Now I don't know about you, but I didn't join ttre church because I
was worried about the decline of the chuch. I joined the church because

I found in it a welcoming place, a place where an overweight kid with
low self-esteem found himself valued and loved. I joined a church when
John Worhnan" now of blessed memory, du*,me Life-Savers (now
there's a metaphor if ever there was one). I joined a church where J.

Noble Mentzer, who couldn't carry a tune in a bucket, led the Christmas
caroling every year because his love of Jesus and his love for shut-in
folk inspired youth like me to show up and sing. I joined a church
where the Rev. Harold Milstead ran a Confinnation tutorial for a seven
yeff old, because in those days you couldn't take Communion until you
were confirmed, and that seven year old wanted to take Communion.
That seven year old was me.



My friends, that's putting on the Lord Jesus christ. That's
evangelism: sharing the good news. ' ' 

,

we don't have an Evangelism Minisfy Team right now and, as I
have prayed about this, the unresolved question in my,mind is: "should
we?" Should we have a separate Evangelism Ministy Team? or
should we, a congregation with an average worship attendan ce of 46, Eet
to know one another and get to know those who are new to us. The case
can be made that if all of us are not reac[ring out, welcoming, showing
hospitality. That's why I asked you specifically this morning to greet
someone you do not know

By the woy, "evangslism" does not need to conform to some
caricature of the friend or neighbor who needs to tell you about Jesus. It
is, literally and metaphorically, simply one hungry person telling another
hungry person where to find bread.

For those who come to be "ftd," let me say that I think it is a

worthy endeavor to seek the spiritual sustenance we all need. Let me

also say it is not my job to feed you. It is my job to show you the menu,

and to introduce you to the Head Chefl

Our revitalization involves growing our church. "Growth" is not

the solution to all our problems, and brings challenges of its own. But

sharing good news is inherently part of what it is to be Christian. And

how does that happen? What is the single greatest reason a person

attends church for the first time?

The answer is that70-90% of people attend church for the first

time because a friend, relative or neighb,or invited them. Whom have

you invited lately? What if, during this Advent, you invited just one

person a week who does not have a church home or is not meaningfully 
"

active in a church home now? What might that do to offer people the

life-changing message of Jesus Christ?

Church: a hospital for sinner. A launching pad for mission and

service. A community that is safe and welcoming. The Body of Christ.

Put on Christ, and invite others to do the same. Amen.


