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Dear Hamden Plains Church community, 
 

Thank you for your patience and persistence as we continue to make 
adjustments to “routine” church matters.  It seems nothing is “routine” as we 
battle COVID-19. 

 

While we are physically separated, my primary focus has remained on 
worship.  As many who continue to work remotely have found, “routine” tasks 
take more time and require new skills.  Preparing worship as posted on YouTube 
since March 15 is the same. 

 

Most certainly, we will continue to broadcast for as long as we observe 
“stay safe, stay home” protocols.  Thanks to all our regular worship leaders and 

musicians for adjusting and being flexible as we figure out new ways to do old 
things.  Special thanks to George Joseph for stepping in to the technology gap to 
record and edit our services; and to all those who have contributed to worship by 
recording at home and transferring video files. 

 

 It is my opinion, shared by a number of colleagues, that how we present 
worship is forever changed.  We now have viewers who cannot, or do not, attend 
public worship; but who are served by our broadcasts.  When public worship 
resumes, do we simply stop serving these folks?  I think not.  This will require 
acquisition of new skills, knowledge and technology but represents an exciting 
ministry opportunity. 

 

One example is music.  It may be too early for all but a few to have noticed, 
but nearly all of our music since mid-March has been in the “public domain:” 
that is, it is 95 or more years old and not copyrighted and so can be used in public 
broadcasts.  For us to have a robust broadcasted music ministry, we will have to 
acquire knowledge and licensing to allow the legal airing of more modern music. 

 

Another example is Holy Communion.  Already there is discussion among 
my colleagues about “whether” or “how” to have the Sacrament when we cannot 
gather in public.  This topic merits its own article on the “pros” and “cons,” 
articles that have already been written by others.  Suffice it to say that, at least for 
now, I have decided to suspend the Sacrament if public worship is suspended and 
instead offer an Agape Meal the first Sunday of May.  Our United Methodist Book 
of Worship chronicles the history of the Agape Meal (or “Love Feast”) and 
observes, “The Love Feast has often been held on occasions when the celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper would be inappropriate…”   

 

Continued on page 2 

https://www.facebook.com/HamdenPlainsUMC/
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Continued from page 1 

My own mind is not yet made up about on-line Communion and whether or not it is “appropriate,” so 
the Agape Meal provides an opportunity for a communal “meal” in the meantime.  If we are still in isolation 
at the end of April, instructions will be provided in the April 29th “Hamden Happenings” and the April 30th on-

line liturgy on how people at home can prepare to observe an Agape Meal. 

 

There are, of course, many other aspects of being the Church besides worship.  We –your elected 
leaders and I – are addressing them as well as we know how.  See the additional brief article enclosed on the 
various steps taken so far.  If you have ideas or requests, feel free to send them along through the church 
office contacts. 

 

As I’ve written other places, prayer is something we all can do.  Please do. 

 

Your servant in Christ, 
 

Pastor Brian 
 

The Rev. Dr. Brian R. Bodt, Pastor 

MINISTRY CHANGES DUE TO COVID-19 
 

 As many have pointed out, church buildings remain closed but the Church remains 

open!  The following updates may be helpful as you stay connected to our local expression 

of the Church Universal, Hamden Plains United Methodist: 
 

Organizational and operational meetings are meeting by Zoom.  All meetings, except 

Leadership Team, are open according to our church rules.  In this COVID-19 time, 

however, you must be invited by e-mail to attend a Zoom meeting.  Therefore, if you wish 

to attend any of the following meetings and are not a member of that group, please contact 

Pastor Brian Bodt (brianbodt@sbcglobal.net; 203.747.1781) so that he can be sure you are 

invited.   

You can attend Zoom meeting simply by telephoning.  Meetings scheduled include: 
 

Thursday, May 7, 6:30 p.m. Worship Committee 
 

Thursday, May 7, 7:30 p.m.  Leadership Team (restricted to elected members only) 
 

Thursday, May 14, 7 p.m.    Administrative Team 
 

Saturdays, May 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30: Dinner for a Dollar. 

This ministry continues “hands on,” following Quinnipiack Valley Health District guidelines.  No guests enter 

the building and servers wear gloves, masks and head coverings.  Depending on whether we are cooking or 

cooking is done by other organizations, the time commitment can range from 3 – 8 p.m. or as short at 5:30 – 

7:30 p.m.  To assist, contact Marty Hartog at 203.506.9788 or hartogm1@southernct.edu. 
 

Sundays, 9 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

   Contact Sheldon Campbell at 203.430.3782 or Sheldon.campbell@yale.edu 
 

Wednesday May 13th.  Women’s Group we will meet via “Zoom”. ALL ARE WELCOME to join. 

        Contact Holly O’Brien to have the link sent to you at hollyobrien@snet.net or   

        203.288.4252 

Children’s Sunday School, Congregational Care, and Missions are currently considering options and whether to 

meet or wait until public gatherings resume. 

mailto:brianbodt@sbcglobal.net
mailto:hartogm1@southernct.edu
mailto:Sheldon.campbell@yale.edu
mailto:hollyobrien@snet.net


Hamden Plains United Methodist Church, Hamden, Connecticut 

Sunday worship at 10:15 a.m., Pastor Brian Bodt, preaching 

                 https://www.youtube.comchannel/UCxwHc1E3YK4W1nHICT5iAA  

or https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6 

 

Adult class on Zoom 9 – 9:45 a.m. 

 (contact Sheldon Campbell at 203.430.3782 to be connected) 

 

May 3rd  EASTER IV  

We will observe an Agape Meal in lieu of Holy Communion.  See the newsletter’s lead article 

for more on this. The message “Cinderella, the Barking Pig and Us” will be based on a Robert 

Fulghum story and John 10:1-10 with Psalm 23 and Acts 2:42-47.  Pastor Brian will deliver the 

children’s message. 

 

May 10th   MOTHER’S DAY/EASTER V 

  “Halfway through the Great Fifty Days” will be the message based on I Peter 2:2-10 and    

  John 14:1-14.   Lynn Brantley will offer the children’s message. 

May 17th  EASTER VI 

The sermon, “Companionship” will be based on Acts 17:22-31 and John 14:15-21.           

 Marty Hartog will give the children’s message. 

 

MAY 24th  EASTER VII/HERITAGE SUNDAY 

Heritage Sunday falls exactly this year on Aldersgate Day, 

May 24, 1738, the day of the Rev. John Wesley’s conversion that inaugurated the Methodist 

revival.   The sermon titled “Wait” will be based on Acts 1:1-11 and I Peter 4:12-14 and 5:6-

11.  At Hamden Plains we recognize those members who have belonged to our church 50 years 

and more.  George Joseph will share the children’s message. 

 

MAY 31ST  THE DAY OF PENTECOST 

Pentecost, “the birthday of the Church,” along with the bestowing of the Holy Spirit, will be 

the theme of this service based on the story of the first Pentecost in Acts 2:1-21 and with John 

7:37-39.  The message will be titled “Christians are Crack(ed) Pots.”  Our children’s message 

will be by Lisa Collins. 

 

Advance reading of the scriptures is an act of spiritual formation. 
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MISSIONS 

Donations for the food pantry have been down. We Started collecting a specific 
item each month. 

Missions would like to thank everyone for their contributions to our March diaper 
drive for the Hamden Food Bank.  

In April we collected breakfast items like pancake mixes, syrup or cereals, for the 
Hamden Food Bank. 

In May we will be collecting  sandwich supplies like peanut butter, jelly, tuna etc.. Non-food items are always 
needed.  Please place all donations in the collection basket in the Narthex during office hours any Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday 9 am to Noon. 

Thank You! The Mission committee 

Dinner for a Dollar at Hamden Plains UMC and Columbus House                                        
We served 30 meals on Holy Saturday at “Dinner for a Dollar.”  Our team included Nancy       
Campbell, Nancy Estes, Carol Galloway, Marty Hartog, Dave Kurata and Pastor Brian. If you’d like 
to be part of this important ministry, contact Marty Hartog at 203.506.9788 
or hartogm1@southernct.edu.  

Cooking Team: 3:00 – 5:30 (Team of at least 4-6 people) 

Prepare the food to be cooked.                Wash the cooking utensils as cooking is completed. 

Cook the food.    Prepare the food to be served. 

 

Serving Team: 5:30 – 8:00 (Team of 4-6 people) 
Serve the food between 6:00-7:00 as people come to the door for pick up. 
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  COVENANT DISCIPLESHIP GROUP 

BIBLE STUDY begins May 12 and continues each Tuesday, 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. until 

June 16.  Our Covenant Discipleship group welcomes new members and a great time to 

join is when we finish one study and move to the next.  We will study the Gospel of 

Mark for six weeks.  Mark is the oldest and shortest Gospel; and this seems a 

complimentary choice to the Sunday Adult study that has focused on Mark’s account of Holy Week.  We meet 

by “Zoom.”   Please let Pastor Brian know (203.747.1781 or brianbodt@sbcglobal.net) if you’d like to join us.  

All you need is a phone to join! 

Please send in special 

achievements so we 

may acknowledge them. 

 

Also if you would like 

prayers for anyone drop 

us a note with their name 

and reason for the prayer. 

 

Send to: 

secretary.hpumc@gmail.

com or leave a note in 

the collection plate for 

the secretary. 

 

You can always let 

Pastor Brian know also. 

May meeting schedule: 

Thursday, May 7, 6:30 p.m. Worship Committee 

 

Thursday, May 7, 7:30 p.m.  Leadership Team (restricted to elected members only) 

 

Thursday, May 14, 7 p.m.    Administrative Team 

Serving the residents of Columbus House is done by HPUMC the 4th Saturday of 

each month.  Serving on May 23rd is Marty Hartog’s team. If you would like to be 

part of  this team, please contact Kersten Moore at 203.935.6855 or 
disturbedteacher@gmail.com. Serving on June 27 is Christine Cohen’s team. If you 

would like to be part of any team, please contact Marty Hartog at 

203.506.9788 or       hartogm1@southernct.edu.  
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  A JOB WELL DONE 
 

 Mega thanks to Nancy Estes for arranging for a new 

church pictorial directory.  Nancy arranged for and organized 

the schedule for the photos of individuals and family members 

of our congregation (Melissa and Daniel Bodt, Terri Bennett 

and Marty Hartog even included their adorable puppies).   
 

 As usual, Nancy went above and beyond expectations, working through the 

day until 11:00 in the evening to be certain everyone who chose to be 

photographed was included.  This took a great deal of time but Nancy took on the 

task with her usual determination, and good  humor using her great organizational 

skills.  The pictures are starting to arrive and we thank Nancy for all her hard 

work.   
 

Nancy continues to work for the best interests of our church. During the recent 

Pandemic, Nancy, while sick, willingly worked from home so that members 

received church communications in a timely manner.  We are blessed with Nancy's 

devotion to our church. 
 

Let's let Nancy know how much we appreciate her hard work. Please be certain to 

thank her by prayers, email or when possible, in person.  
 

Lois Fucci, Liaison for the Leadership team 

mailto:brianbodt@sbcglobal.net
mailto:disturbedteacher@gmail.com
mailto:hartogm1@southernct.edu
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FINANCES DURING COVID-19 

          As previously promised, this is the update of our financial position during the pandemic as reported at 

the April 15 Administrative Team meeting.  In short, we are “holding our own.”  Here is the detail: 

 From all appearances, people who have pledged and/or are regular givers are able to keep their 

commitments.  We do not know who, among our people, may be suffering from reduced or suspended 

employment. 

 “Lost” revenue includes loose plate, Noisy Offering, and some revenue from community partners (since 

they are not meeting in our building).  The latter accounts for about 10% of our budget. 

 We will be applying for the Federal loan with forgiveness through the Small Business Administration. 

The purpose of this application is to insure that we can pay staff salaries. Such loans will be forgiven as 

long as at least 75% of the amount is used for staff salaries. 

 All bills are current and paid, including New York Annual Conference apportionments (mission and 

ministry beyond the local church). 

 We remain committed to paying unpaid 2018 apportionments but have suspended such payments for 

now.  The remaining balance is $5,300. 

 Some expenses, notably utility and custodial services, are somewhat reduced. 

 

         In actual dollars, the Financial Secretary report showed $ 10,371 received during March, of which            

$9,377 was pledged income; and $ 30,044.81 through the first quarter.  These numbers are consistent with what 

we would expect to receive if we were meeting in public worship. 

 

        Where individuals might have the capacity to increase their gifts they are certainly welcomed.  If 

worshippers routinely give only when they are in public worship, now would be the time to reconsider that 

practice and mail a gift to the church at 15 Church Street, Hamden, CT  06514. 

 

We hope this report provides adequate information for those attentive to our church’s financial health.  For 

more information, please contact Marty Hartog, Administrative Team Chair, at 203.506.9788 or 

hartogm1@southernct.edu. 

 

  Marty Hartog, Chair    Rev. Dr. Brian R. Bodt 

  Administrative Team    Pastor 

NEED HELP PROCURING A FACE MASK?   

Preethi Varghese-Joseph of our congregation has offered to 

help people make face masks and obtain material for the 

same for people who would welcome such help.  You may 

reach her at preethiav@gmail.com or 203.675.3536.  

mailto:hartogm1@southernct.edu
mailto:preethiav@gmail.com


The June Messenger”                                  

deadline is Sunday, May 17 

(always the third Sunday of the 

preceding month).   

Please submit articles electronically 

(preferred) to  secretary.hpumc@gmail.com or 

hard copy to Nancy at the church office (Tues, 

Wed., Thurs., 9 am – Noon) or by USPS at 15 

Church Street, Hamden, CT  06514 
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Dear Hamden Plains Family, 

          As you may have heard, the education committee is installing A Little Free 

Library as part of an idea for community outreach. A Little Free Library is a 

small book shed on a wooden post that is filled with free books.  People can visit 

the library and take a book home to read or leave a book for someone else to 

read.  In light of the fact that Church Street School is about to close, we believe 

that the children of the neighborhood could benefit from a place to go to find 

something free to read.  The local public library branch on Circular Avenue has 

limited hours and not all people have a library card, never mind the fact that 

currently all schools and libraries are closed due to the COVID 19 

pandemic.  This Little Free Library would also benefit the people who sit at the 

bus stop each day.  Little Free Library’s mission is “to inspire a love of reading, build community, and spark 

creativity by fostering neighborhood book exchanges around the world.”  It would be located on the Dixwell 

Avenue side of the church somewhere between the birch tree and the bus stop approximately three feet onto 

our property so it would be accessible from the sidewalk.  These libraries are hand built by the Amish.   

         In the future we would like to have the children of HPUMC create a pamphlet that could be inserted into 

the books or be attached to the library explaining our church Sunday School and including times for worship 

service. 

       Perjah Delgado and Morgan Collins are going to help keep inventory and restock it as needed. Kersten 

Moore would be the steward of this library and thus be in charge of its maintenance, keeping it well stocked 

and presentable. 

      As church members, we need your help; both with funding and book donations. Please look through your 

house and find books (children's books as well as adult) any genre is welcome. If you'd like to make a 

monetary donation to help fund the purchase of the library you can make your checks payable to HPUMC and 

note little Free Library in the memo section.  

      If you have any further questions about this project please do not hesitate to call or text either Kersten 

Moore  at (203) 935-6855 or email me at disturbedteacher@gmail.com or Lisa Collins (203)913-7961 

or collins11902@yahoo.com.  

 

Thank you,  

Kersten and Lisa 

VIDEO WORSHIP 

MATERIAL DEADLINE:  

For some time, the deadline for 

material for our weekly printed 

bulletin has been on 

Wednesdays at Noon.  We are 

now adding to that same deadline, video worship 

material, to be sent to George Joseph 

at dgjoseph.home@gmail.com.  Anyone recording 

remotely - liturgists, musicians, children's messages 

- are asked to submit by that deadline so that the 

editing and posting process will not be delayed.  

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  

mailto:secretary@HPUMC.comcastbiz.net
mailto:disturbedteacher@gmail.com
mailto:collins11902@yahoo.com
mailto:dgjoseph.home@gmail.com
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EASTER RECAP 
 

 “It was a strange and dreadful strife when life and death contended….” begins one of the verses of a    

Martin Luther Easter hymn. (1) In this time of COVID-19, it is a strange and dreadful time, and death is more real 

for many of us than it has been in some years.  Speaking personally, I have lost colleagues, and at least one friend 

at the railroad, to this scourge.  My prayers are with all who are similarly grieved. 
 

 Yet Luther’s hymn goes on to declare “…the victory remained with life; the reign of death was ended.”  So 

despite the losses, and the challenge to convert to pre-recorded worship, we gave God our best during Lent and 

from Palm Sunday through Maundy Thursday and Good Friday to the glory of Easter.   Allow me to thank: 
 

Corbin Beisner, our new substitute organist, for coming “on board” in the midst of a pandemic and bringing our 

organ to life; 
 

Terri Bennett and Sheldon Campbell for organizing special music for Holy Week; 
 

Instrumentalists and singers Terri Bennett, Morgan Campbell, Nancy Campbell, Sheldon Campbell, Noah 

Carlson, Beth Hartog, Marty Hartog, Will Hartog, Anthony Moore and Ryan Murray for their various       

offerings of music; 
 

Prayer vigil participants Terri Bennett, Pastor Brian Bodt, Lynn Brantley, Nancy Campbell, Lois Fucci, 

Marty Hartog, George Joseph, Preethi Varghese-Joseph, Megan Malanson, Kersten Moore, Holly O’Brien 

and Charlotte Sroka; 
 

Holly O’Brien for all the visuals and altar displays; and for assisting with the Easter letter mailing and the Good 

Friday worship; 
 

Nancy Estes for ordering, acknowledging and distributing the Easter flowers; and for all the e-mail                    

communications of liturgies, notices and “Hamden Happenings;” 
 

Kersten Moore for assisting with office operations when Nancy Estes was ill; 
 

Lynn, Mariah and “Pastor” Marcus Brantley, and Sophia Gebara, for the Easter Day children’s message; and 

all those – Lisa, Morgan and Lindsay Collins, Marty Hartog, Kersten Moore and George Joseph – who      

provided children’s messages during Lent; 
 

All those who contributed to the HPUMC Lenten devotional booklet; and 
 

George and Asher Joseph for recording and editing all the services. 

We received a number of positive comments, including: 

 “the most moving Good Friday service I’ve ever seen” 

 “I have been turning in to your worship services every week…enjoying them a lot.  The children’s messages 

are very personable and interactive; the music selections have been exceptional, and your sermons, as     

always, have taught me new things.”  

 “I wanted to thank everyone who had a hand in the Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services.  While it 

isn’t the same as being at church, you did such a wonderful job putting the services together that it felt 

close.” 

 “Thought it was all good.  And loved hearing the organ: we are down to a keyboard (at another church) – 

which I don’t mind, but hearing that organ swell—especially for Palm Sunday—was “wow!” 

 “Great first-person portrayal.  Loved the hat!” (in reference to the centurion on Palm Sunday) 
                        continued on page 9 



 

WOMEN’S GROUP 
The Women’s Group practiced social distancing and didn’t meet in April.  To keep us all 

somewhat connected, Holly delivered identical Easter baskets to all of the women.  The lamb 

carried a paper cross with a reminder of the meaning of Easter:  “It’s not about the bunny, it’s 

about the Lamb.”  Bringing a message of hope for these difficult days, the egg was decorated 

with a cross in a red heart and the words, “For God so loved He gave his son.”  The bracelet inside the egg simply 

said, “John 3:16.”  Of course, no Easter basket could be complete without some kind of snack, so this one held a 

goldfish crackers “carrot.” 

 

  

 

 This is the Easter season:   

       He is risen.  Let us celebrate  

  the resurrection. 

 

 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday May 13th. 

IF we are not back to meeting in person, we will meet via “Zoom” 

ALL ARE WELCOME to join. 

Contact Holly O’Brien to have the link sent to you at 
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Continued from page 8 

For these and other good words, To God be the glory! 
4 

If you missed any of the services beginning March 15 and would like to see them, go to 

www.hamdenplainsumc.com, click on the red square with the white arrow, and choose the service you wish to 

view on our YouTube channel. 
 

May we continue to give our best in worship to the glory of God. 
 

Yours in Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Bodt 

 

(1) “Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands,” The United Methodist Hymnal, #319. 

http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com
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TAKE OUT ONLY FOR NOW 
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Dear Hamden Plains Church community, 

        As you know, we are suspending Sunday school and public worship until further notice. 

However, a skeleton worship leadership team will present an edited service that will be broadcast at our usual 

worship time of 10:15 a.m., with prelude to begin shortly before that. 

Sunday services can be viewed online at YouTube Live! your laptop/desktop/smartphone/tablet: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx9SaFTah9eFh7T6lEXeYxw/ or https://tinyurl.com/rbtjefb 

 

The stream will begin at 10:00 am ahead of the service starting at 10:15am to allow you to test your connection. 

  

Since this is being done hastily, the service regrettably will not be interactive so viewers will be able to see and 

hear the pastor and musicians, but they will not be able to see or hear the viewers.  

  

YOU DO NOT NEED AN ACCOUNT FOR THIS, JUST ACCESS TO THE INTERNET. 

 

You may also read the sermon and follow along with the bulletin on our 

website, http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com. 

Thank you to George Joseph for setting up the YouTube connection and Nancy Estes for managing the 

Facebook link and Holly O’Brien for posting on our website. 
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Sermon manuscripts are available on our website.  

You may also contact Nancy Estes in the church office to obtain a copy or view 

them on our website, www.hamdenplainsumc.com. 

Mother’s Day Flowers, May 10, 2020 

Geraniums in 6 inch pots are $8.00 each. 

Please circle the color wanted and indicate the number 

you want of each color 

 

Red ____           White____        Pink____    Salmon____      Violet_____ 

Please make check payable to Nancy Estes or enclose cash in an envelope and 

place in the collection plate or mail to her at 35 Newton St, Meriden, CT 06450   

By May 6
th

   

 

Your Name:_________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of:________________________________________ 

 

Memory of:________________________________________ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx9SaFTah9eFh7T6lEXeYxw/
https://tinyurl.com/rbtjefb
http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com./
http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com
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April 22, 2020 
  

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-
indulgence, but through love become servants to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, 

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Galatians 5: 13-14 (NRSV)  

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
 
Yesterday I opened my mail to find a “prayer square” sent to me by a friend in Ohio.  This is the fourth “prayer square” or “pocket 
prayer shawl” I have received in the last couple of weeks.  This kind and wonderful gesture encourages the recipient to hold the 
piece of cloth in their hand or place it in their pocket as a reminder to trust in God’s grace in times of need.  With the news of my 
father’s infection from the Coronavirus, as well as the steady number of reports flowing into my office of others who are infected, 
these gentle reminders of the ties that bind us together in loving devotion and prayer mean so very much. 
  
Even though there is not a prayer shawl attached with this latest update, there is attached a sincere prayer and a genuine concern 
for each of you.  You remain in my prayers each day and, as the Apostle Paul said, “I long to see you so that I may be filled with 
joy.”  (2 Timothy 1:4) 
  
The news filling the air waves is providing words of encouragement about the flattening of the curve of this virus.  Hospital 
admissions, intubations, and death rates are dropping.  Yet, the news is also filled with emerging anxieties.  Mental health 
difficulties, cabin fever, economic struggles, and questions of when to re-open are now growing.  Adding to the struggle is the reality 
that different regions of the country are responding in different ways based on their context. 
  
Here is the latest update from my office:  

Churches in the New York Annual Conference will Remain Closed. 
We will continue to take our lead from the decisions made by our state government officials.  Governor Cuomo of New 
York has extended his stay at home order until May 15

th
.  Governor Lamont of Connecticut has extended his until May 

20
th
.  For that reason, our churches will remain closed through May 24

th
 at the earliest.  I know that this is 

difficult.  But we must stay the course and continue to remain focused.  We all will be tempted by reports coming from 
other parts of the country where restrictions will be significantly reduced and eliminated.  
 
But please remember, there is no place in the country that has faced more illness and death than our region.  For 
example, over 95% of all the cases in New York are found within the bounds of our Annual Conference.  The 
containment strategies put in place are for our protection.  We also must remember that, for the most part, our local 
church constituency base is populated by the people most vulnerable to this infection.  We will evaluate our next steps 
moving forward once we receive direction from these officials but, for now, we will remain closed. 

Be Mindful of Grief, Anxiety, and Self-care 
These are days that demand much from everyone in leadership, both lay and clergy alike.  Much of what is being asked 
of us is a part of our own personal “new norm.”  Many of us have never experienced or been asked to lead in the midst of 
such times 
 
On a normal day, when a person loses a loved one to death, grief can be consuming.  But in the midst of days when 
proper goodbyes and respectful funeral services are not possible, grief can be overwhelming—not only for the loved 
ones involved but also for the ones called of God to provide pastoral care. 
 
These are tender times, ones that will demand days of hard work.  But they are days that will also demand times of 
intentional self-care.  Read the scriptures.  Dive into daily devotions.  Remain in touch with your need for a spiritual friend 
or colleague to talk with.  Take care of yourself even as you are caring for others.  

Begin Planning for What’s Next 
It is my prayer that we will be re-opening our churches in the not too distant future.  But until then, we have the gift of 
being able to begin imagining what that day will be like.  We can also begin working for that day with intentional 
planning.  Over the last few days I have read two articles about those plans. 
 
In this letter I want to adapt for our context an article by Ken Braddy entitled, “24 Questions Your Church Should Answer 
Before People Return.” In the article, Braddy provides some excellent things to ponder as you begin planning for the day 
when we will re-open our churches for public gatherings. 
 
Here are some suggestions I would commend to you in your discernment:  

Plan for multiple services 
If our churches are limited in the number of people who can gather, even churches that worship less than one hundred 
may need to begin thinking about multiple services during the course of a day in order to provide proper social distancing. 

Plan to continue live streaming 
It would be a tragic mistake if any of our churches ceased having virtual worship once we are allowed to reassemble in 
person.  This opportunity is providing us with an insight into 21

st
 century evangelism and is revealing the needs that 

people have for hope and meaning in their lives. Make plans now to invest in the kind of equipment that will help you go 
to the next level in this ministry.        Continued on page 14 
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             Continued from page 13 
Rethink how you receive an offering 

In this new normal of virtual worship, every one of our churches is going to have to think about compelling ways for 
people to give.  Before the virus we were worrying about the sustainability of many of our churches.  That has 
increased due to the pandemic.  Online giving must become a part of our future.  And, besides that, given social 
distancing and fears of a resurgence, passing the plate in a worship service may not be the best way to collect an 
offering in person moving forward. 

Begin thinking now about how things like Vacation Bible School and ongoing Sunday School & Children’s 
Church may need to be altered for this season. 

What are you doing now to sanitize and sterilize your church building? 
Now is the time to be doing these important functions. 

If social distancing regulations are recommended, how will you deal with things like “Passing the Peace,” 
Greeters, and creating an atmosphere that is respectful but also welcoming? 

These kinds of issues and more are discussed in depth in the two articles below: 
24 Questions Your Church Should Answer Before People Return 

  
7 Shifts Churches Need to Make Because of the Coronavirus  
Continue to Live into our Principles 

In his daily press conference, Governor Andrew Cuomo says that our first rule should be to “Do No Harm.”  We’ve 
heard that before, haven’t we?  In fact, it comes directly out of our own history.  But there is more.  We are not only 
to “do no harm,” our Wesleyan roots also direct us to “do good,” and “stay in love with God.”  
 
Please remember, this is not a time for “me,” it is a time for “we.”  As Galatians states, “do not use your freedom as 
an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become servants to one another.”  Don’t use your freedom to 
harm someone else.  Don’t take a chance or make decisions that may have negative impacts on the people you 
serve.  Continue to create opportunities for high touch with no touch.  Remember that there are 430 other churches 
in the New York Annual Conference besides yours who are trying their best to be faithful as well. 
 
Pray for one another.  Intercede for one another. And above all else, love one another.  

In her wonderful book, Out of the Ordinary: Prayers, Poems, and Reflections for Every Season, Joyce Rupp shares this 
wonderful poem, entitled “Blessing Prayer for Healing:”  

May you desire to be healed. 
  

May what is wounded in your life be restored to good health. 
  

May you be receptive to the ways in which healing needs to happen 
. 

May you take good care of yourself. 
  

May you extend compassion to all that hurts within your body, mind, spirit. 
  

May you be patient with the time it takes to heal. 
  

May you be aware of the wonders of your body, mind, and spirit and their amazing capacity to heal. 
  

May the skills of all those who are caring for you be used to the best of their ability in returning you to good health. 
  

May you be open to receive from those who extend kindness, care, and compassion to you. 
  

May you rest peacefully under the sheltering wings of divine love, trusting in this gracious presence. 
  

May you find little moments of beauty and joy to sustain you. 
  

May you keep hope in your heart. 
  
This is my prayer for you and for all the people you faithfully serve.  I pray it today, for you, holding a pocket prayer shawl from 
someone who cares. 
The Journey Continues, . . .  

 
Thomas Bickerton 
Resident Bishop 
  
“Blessing Prayer for Healing” taken from Out of the Ordinary ©2000 by Joyce Rupp.  Used by permission of Ave Maria Press.   
All rights reserved  

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors. 

https://ny-email.brtapp.com/!zGCEwKGvRTGgJ6fFYPLW7YXeCMm1hgdWPjSfoxkUUcbg3mv8h0NE22VvuW4NKnCwM
https://ny-email.brtapp.com/!JNCtaJaa97xngPh9GteYrRFSb9-m-pIZ1Kzx8JR2k0RXDg+RkgpdjcS226yF-e2+M


TO DONATE ALTAR 

FLOWERS please sign up on 

the chart in the Foyer bulletin 

board (the main entry hall) or 

contact Nancy Estes at 

203.248.4654 (Tues.-Thurs. 

mornings) or at secretary.hpumc@gmail.com.    

Donation is $20, check payable to “HPUMC” 

memoed “altar flowers” or cash, either given to 

Nancy Estes.  Wording may be “in honor of” or 

“in memory of” and will be listed in the bulletin.  

You may take the flowers with you or leave them 

for Pastor Brian to deliver to our home-bound 

members.  Nancy Campbell continues to order 

from “Flowers on the Farm.” Your color         

preference requests, if any, should be placed with 

Nancy Estes when ordering.  We thank both 

Nancy’s for their role in beautifying our altar. 

HAMDEN FOOD BANK   

always needs your support and 
contributions to help Hamden residents 
who are in need.  The items that we 
need are non-perishable foods and 

basic  necessities, such as, soap, toilet paper, 
tooth paste, tooth brushes, and diapers. Your 
generous support will be greatly appreciated.  

For more information contact                           
Charlotte Sroka at 203.530.2860 or email                                         
charlotte.sroka306@frontier,com  

Cans for Congo:  

We want to send a thank you to those of you 
who have been donating their cans and bottles 
or receipts from recycling cans and bottles for 
the Congo Mission to Mulungwishi Seminary.  
Please continue to bring in your  receipts or 
cans to support this mission. The collection 
boxes for receipts and cans are  located in the 
narthex.   

MAy 2020                                                                                                Page 15 

1
st 

Rev. Dr. Brian Bodt 

6
th 

Mary Bales 

8
th 

Janine Fiorillo 

11
th 

Cyrus Knights 

19
th 

Elias Joseph 

21
st
  Evan Cordova 

23
rd

  Harold Estes 

26
th
                 Luella Williams 

27
th
                 Al Lanza 

28
th
  Eileen Smith 

30
th 

Jeanine Raccio  Affie 

30
th
  Kersten Moore 

22
nd 

Bill & Lorraine Welch    1977 

23
rd 

Dennis & Irma Lecza   1992 

25
th 

Carmine & Jean Raccio  1963 

Conrad and Heather Estes on the birth of Nolan Elliott on 

April 20th in South Carolina. He was 6lbs 14oz, 21 in. He is 

the grandson of Harold and Nancy Estes and the nephew of 

Krystal Ritchie 



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please let the office or Pastor know if prayers are needed 

And those who are in nursing homes Rehabilitation Centers & Hospitals or home bound 

Dorine Bogacki, hospice care at Masonic Home, 22 Masonic Ave., Wallingford, CT 06492 

Pat Leno, Arden House, 850 Mix Ave., Hamden, CT 06514 

Sandra Maynard, 102B Treadwell St., Hamden, CT 06514 

Elizabeth Mayo, 200 Leeder Hill Dr. #213, Hamden, CT 06517 

Claudette Morrison, 112 East Gate Ln., Hamden, CT 06514 

Marianne Reynolds, 656 Center St., D208, Wallingford, CT 06492 

Luella Williams, Arden House, 850 Mix Ave., Hamden, CT 06514 

Please keep those serving in the military in your prayers                                            

COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

  Sundays 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm  French Church 

  Mondays 3:30 pm - 6:00 pm  United Girls Choir 

  Tuesdays 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Hispanic AA 

  Thursdays 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm  Overeaters Anonymous 

    7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Men’s AA  

    7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Hispanic AA 

  3rd Thursday 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Hamden Plains Friends 

  Saturdays 3:00 - 5:00 pm   Spanish Women’s AA 

  Various Days/Times        Daniel Cohen 

For the time being all outside activities have suspended meetings. 

Krystal Ritchie, Kathy, end stage cancer  

Rev. Jim Stinson in rehabilitation therapy at Lord Chamberlain, Stratford. 

Chris, a friend of Terri Bennett, battling breast cancer. 

Tim McCrae, father of a former student of Lisa Collins, recovering from COVID-19. 

Jean Erickson, Nancy Estes aunt in end stage liver cancer. 

Theresa Zikis, a friend of Nancy Estes, in ICU at Yale, COVID-19.      
 

We extend our sympathy to Gail Malanson and Hunter, Megan, Luke and Erik Malanson on the 
death of husband, father, father-in-law and grandfather, Guy Malanson. Guy passed yesterday 
afternoon, April 22nd.  Funeral arrangements are to be determined. Expression of sympathy may be 
sent to the Hunter Malanson family at 41 Grieb Trail, Wallingford, Connecticut  06492   

 

For our world during the coronavirus                                     

UM Church, during historic changes               

Please pray for our Church daily 

Please submit prayer request to the church office. 

secretary.hpumc@gmail.com or leave a message on the office phone. 203.248.4654 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

Dinner for a Dollar 

6 - 7 pm             

3  

Worship  10:00 am 

4 5  

Bible Study    

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm 

6 7 Worship Team 

6:30 pm 

Leadership Team    

7:30 pm 

8 9  

Dinner for a Dollar 

HPUMC host 

              

10 Mother’s Day 

Worship  10:00 am 

11 12 

Bible Study    

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm 

13  

Women’s group 

1:00 pm 

14 Admin Team 

7:00 pm 

15 16  

Dinner for a Dollar 

6 - 7 pm             

17 

Worship  10:00 am 

18 19 

Bible Study    

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm 

20 21 22 23             

Dinner for a Dollar 

HPUMC host 

 

Columbus House 

24 

Worship  10:00 am                                         

25 26 

Bible Study    

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm 

27 28 29 30 

Dinner for a Dollar 

6 - 7 pm             

31 

Worship  10:00 am 

      

 



Phone: 203-248-4654 

E-MAIL: brian.bodt@nyac-umc.com 

E-MAIL: Secretary.hpumc@gmail.com 

The Messenger 

MAY 2020 

HAMDEN PLAINS UMC 

15 CHURCH STREET 

HAMDEN   CT     06514 

The Rev. Dr. Brian Bodt, 

Pastor 

 
 
May the Lord 
keep watch between you and me 
when we are away from each other. 

                                                                            Genesis 31:49 


