
March 14, 2020 

Dear Hamden Plains Church community, 
 
With great disappointment, I am cancelling Sunday school and public worship at 
Hamden Plains UMC for tomorrow, March 15 and next Sunday, March 22 as 
requested by Bishop Bickerton in the e-mail below.  I have done so after consultation 
with key church leaders, including those who helped prepare the “Health Precautions” 
protocol sent to you on March 10.  
 
Please read thoroughly and carefully this note, which is long and provides specific 
steps for our life together at HPUMC as we respond to the COVID-19 virus.  Please 
also read Bishop Bickerton’s full text, which provides rationale for this decision.  To 
understand more fully Bishop’s reference to “‘flatten the curve’ of infection" in his sixth 
paragraph, please view this article: https://www.npr.org/sections/health-
shots/2020/03/13/815502262/flattening-a-pandemics-curve-why-staying-home-now-
can-save-lives 
 
For Hamden Plains and our life together, please note the following: 
1.  Please be patient with changing information, and with each other.  Please stay 
informed using reliable news channels.  If you don’t know and trust the source, question 
it. 
 
2. There is no way to avoid all risk unless one stays home all the time.  There is too 
much we do not know about the origin of this virus and its longevity outside the human 
body. 
 
3.  What we do know, based on prior pandemics, is that “social distancing” is an 
effective way to minimize the spread of illness (for more detail, see the article 
referenced above).  “Social distancing” is defined as remaining six feet or more away 
from others and avoiding contact, as well as avoiding large groups of people.  The 
temporary cessation of Sunday school and public worship provides this during the 
currently-known two week period of incubation of COVID-19. 
 
4.  We also know that basic precautions, as outlined in the March 10 HPUMC “Health 
Precautions” protocol and widely available elsewhere, help limit the spread of illness.  If 



you have deleted that e-mail you will find the document on our 
website: www.hamdenplainsumc.com.  
 
5.  We hope to broadcast public worship tomorrow. If we are successful in putting the 
technology in place, a small team of leaders will present most of the planned 
service.  Another e-mail later today will either provide the information on how to access 
such a service, or confirm that we were not able to put the technology in place for this 
Sunday. 
 
6.  Please let those you know, who do not have e-mail or Internet access, that we will 
not be holding Sunday school or public worship these two Sundays.  Church Secretary 
Nancy Estes and I will work to identify as many people as we can in that 
category.  Please reach out to those you know anyway.  Two (or more) messages are 
better than none. 
 
7.  We will offer “Dinner for a Dollar” this evening, with the safeguards as explained in 
yesterday’s “Program Plan for March 14-15” communication.  Please see the Bishop’s 
9th and 10th paragraphs on outreach.  Anyone connected with this ministry who is, or 
feels, vulnerable should stay home. 
 
8.  We will not hold this Sunday’s planned Mission Committee meeting.  The absence 
of people to attend removes the possibility of consultation that the meeting hoped to 
achieve. Time-sensitive decisions can be made by Chairperson Charlotte Sroka and 
me. 
 
9.  The current church voice mail will be changed later this morning to reflect these 
decisions. 
 
10.  At such time as we are able to resume Sunday school and public worship, the 
March 10 HPUMC “Health Protocols” will remain effective in the various categories 
noted. 
 
11.  We remain a faith community and I remain your pastor.  Together we will get 
through this challenge.  We need the Holy Trinity and each other now more than 
ever.  As you observe safe practices, do not neglect prayer, which is the safest practice 
of all, embracing Jesus’ assurance  “….your Father knows what you need before you 



ask him.” (Matthew 6:8b). Consider also Jesus’ extended encouragement not to worry in 
Matthew 6:25-34. 
 
As always, you may reach me at my contacts below. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 
 
Pastor Brian Bodt 
 
Rev. Dr. Brian R. Bodt, Pastor 
Hamden Plains U.M. Church 
15 Church Street 
Hamden, CT. 06514 
www.hamdenplainsumc.com 
203.747.1781 (cell) 
203.248.4654 (office) 
brianbodt@sbcglobal.net 

  
 


