
 

 
 

HAMDEN PLAINS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
15 Church Street, Hamden, Connecticut  06514 (203) 248-4654 

www.hamdenplainsumc.com           https://www.facebook.com/HamdenPlainsUMC/ 
The YouTube channel address: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA 
 

or https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6 
 

 
 
2nd Sunday of Advent                                                                                      December 5, 2021 
COMMUNION SUNDAY 
 

ENTRANCE AND PRAISE 
+ Those able please stand    

PRELUDE  
 

PRAISE AND WORSHIP 
 

WELCOME TO THE PARISH 
 

http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/HamdenPlainsUMC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA
https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6


CALL TO WORSHIP (Pastor & Liturgist) 

P: O come, O come, Immanuel, 

C: And be light for our darkness. 
Pastor: Be comfort in our grief, 

 Be a friend for our loneliness, 

C: An oasis for our searching. 
P: O come, O come, Immanuel, 

C: Restore our joy, heal our wounds, and bring us peace. 
 

HYMN                                                                  “O Come O Come Emmanuel” (V.1)                                                     UMH# 211 
 

THE ADVENT WREATH                                                                                                                                               Larrow Family 
Reader One: For many of us, the call to head home is one of joy and of hope. We can’t wait to reconnect with 
family, with history and tradition, with a wonderful time of freedom and loving support. We can’t wait to go 
home. 
 

Reader Two: There are those who fear going home, however, and there are times when going home brings back 

memories that are not so good, not so healing. We are reminded of when we didn’t fit in, when we didn’t measure 
up, when we weren’t loved like we needed to be loved. Home can be a difficult place for some. 
 

Reader One: The prophet Malachi tells us that even when we are in the hottest of fires, there is a presence who 

can make us better, who can refine and purify. John the Baptist tells us that the road home is always under 

construction, mountains leveled, and valleys filled in, to make smooth the path that leads us to our true 

destination, where we can live in peace and unity with all. 
 

Reader Two: We light these candles, the candle of hope and the candle of peace, as a sign of our assurance that 

though the road is hard, we believe it is worth the journey. It is time to go home. 
 

*HYMN                                                         “O Come O Come Emmanuel” (v. 2-4)                                                        UMH# 211   

(sung as the candle is lit) 
 

ADVENT PRAYER (Pastor) 

God in this season suspended between hope and fulfillment, let us never forget what you have done. May we be 

overwhelmed by your mercy, which flows in wave after wave. May we be honest about the darkness within us, 

and perceptive of the light around us. May we make straight the path for the Lord, that together we may see God’s 
glory revealed. 

 

WAITING FOR JESUS: A PRAYER OF LAMENT (Liturgist) 

L: “The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight— indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.”  
Malachi 3:1 

C: Lord Jesus, many of us are waiting for you: the war-torn are waiting for peace, the hungry are waiting 
for bread, the refugees are waiting for a homeland, the sick are waiting for healers. Have you forgotten 
us? O Lord, come quickly, we pray. Amen. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION (Pastor) 

Loving God, be to us as a bulldozer of the spirit. 

Clear your road in us; clear a path through the detritus of possessions and obsessions. 

Thrust aside our divided aims and devious games. 

Topple the ramparts of pride and the doubts that deride. 

Make a highway on which Christ may come and take possession of the whole territory of our being. 

To the glory of your name, we pray. Amen! 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS                                                                     Pastor J  
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
Philippians (Liturgist)                                                            1:3-11                 

3 I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of 

you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who 

began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this 

way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my 

imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you 

with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 



knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ you may be pure 

and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 

praise of God. 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 
 

+ Luke (Liturgist)       3:1-6                

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was 

ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 

Abilene, 2during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 

wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

      ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

        “Prepare the way of the Lord, 

                make his paths straight. 

       5 Every valley shall be filled, 

               and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

              and the crooked shall be made straight, 

              and the rough ways made smooth; 

                6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

+HYMN                                             “O Thou Who This Mysterious Bread”                                UMH #613 
 

THE SERMON                            “The Repentance, The Coming, The Change”                                Rev. Jeremiah Paul 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
+The Great Thanksgiving 

L: The Lord be with you.   P: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.   P: We lift them up to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

(Here the pastor gives thanks to the Lord, concluding) 
 

L: And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

P: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the 
highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

(The congregation is seated. The institution of the Lord’s Supper is recalled. 
The pastor concludes:) 

L: And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 

thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery 
of faith. 

P: Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again!  
 

(The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit and praises the Trinity, concluding:) 
L: All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                          UMH #895  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 

(The individual Communion cups are opened.  
We eat and drink in unison with the invitations: 

“The body of Christ, broken for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.”) 
 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS  (Liturgist) 
 

OFFERING 
Please mail or drop off your tithes and offerings to 15 Church Street, Hamden, CT 06514. 

Noisy Offering (coins given for missions) may be dropped off at the church. 
 

OFFERTORY:                                                    “Walk in the Light”                                                                        HPUMC Choir 
Refrain: G. Elderkin:Stanzas; C. Wesley; Arr.: A. Thomas 



+OFFERTORY PRAYER (Pastor)           
God of mercy and grace, we pray that the gifts we offer this morning might be used to bring some compassion to 

the chaos that is our world. We give these gifts in love, hoping they will heal some of the hurting; and as they do, 

make the crooked road straight for the coming of the Christ. May the hills that separate us from sisters and 

brothers be made flat and may the valleys of our isolation be raised up, so we will be ready to welcome the Christ 

as one. In that holy name, we pray. Amen. 
 

+RESPONSE                                                      “The Doxology”                                                                              UMH #95 
 

GOING FORTH 
+CLOSING HYMN                                           “Angels from the Realms of Glory”                 UMH #220 
 

+ CLOSING COMMISSIONING (Pastor and Liturgist)  

P: Can you be a voice crying in the wilderness? Can you proclaim that God is active in the world? Maybe? The time 

is near, of the crowning of the year. We sing with angels, 

setting the roadways and the buildings humming 
 

C:  As people who are being changed, we go into a world that is being changed. Ready to share the Good 
News that the long-expected Jesus is coming, that we are being freed from whatever binds us. 
 

P: Glory be to God! Who walks with us, sings with us, and struggles with us, each and every day. Amen 
 

The Postlude           
THE WORSHIP IS ENDED: THE SERVICE BEGINS. 

 

November 28: ATTENDANCE: In-person: 47   Zoom: no information 

Program Views: 19 
OFFERING: $1,372 Thanksgiving $700 

 

TODAY AT HAMDEN PLAINS 

GREETINGS TO ALL worshipping with us in-person, on-line or by program view today. 
 

RECORDED PROGRAM WORSHIP at www.hamdenplainsumc.com or 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA. Learn more about us at 

www.hamdenplainsumc.com.  

 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE for materials for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at noon to secretary.hpumc@gmail.com.  
 

NEW MASK POLICY: Please wear masks at all times.  
 

PASTOR OFFICE HOURS: Pastor J office hours are Wed. & Thurs.’s, 10:15 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. If you need a meeting with 

him please contact the office at 203.248.4654. 
 

POINTSETTIA ORDERS: Please use the order form enclosed.  Order deadline is NEXT Sunday, December 12. 
 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE: Tuesday December 21, 6 p.m. Honoring the birth of Christ when joy is muted or absent. 
 

HOLIDAY RECIPE BOOK: We are hoping to put together a Holiday Recipe book. We are looking for recipes for 

appetizers, main courses, desserts or even snacks for our 2021 HPUMC Holiday Recipe Book. Recipes can be yours or 

even family tradition recipes that you may like to share. 
The Recipe Books will be sold for $5 each with the proceeds going to the building fund.  
If you would like to have your holiday recipes included in this Recipe Book please submit your recipes to Krystal 

Ritchie at kritchie424@yahoo.com or 203.587.0406.  
 

TO DONATE ALTAR FLOWERS please contact Nancy Estes at 203.248.4654 or Melissa Paul at mrsmasp@gmail.com.  

 

OUR DECEMBER HAMDEN FOOD BANK COLLECTION is soups, Dinty Moore Stew, etc.  Please place all donations in 

the collection basket in the Narthex during office hours (Tuesday – Friday, 9 a.m. – Noon) or bring them on Sunday 

mornings to outside worship.  Thanks to the many who have donated!  
 

SIGN-UP TO SEAL BASEMENT IN PARISH HOUSE: Please notify Nancy to sign you up to help finish the work in the 

Parish House basement. We need to start painting the walls that have already been prepped by Pastor J and prepare 

and paint the other walls. We are planning to do the work on Saturday, December 11th from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm in slots 

of 2 hours. Sign –up sheet in the Narthex or Email Nancy at secretary.hpumc@gmail.com with the time you would like 

to help. Feel free to sign up for more than one time slot! 
 

ADOPT A FAMILY: We are back to normal. A poster for our adopted family has been placed in the Narthex. This year’s 
family is a Grandmother, grandson (22), great grandson (9month old). Please take a tag and return all unwrapped gifts 

by NEXT, Sunday December 12th.  
 

http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA
http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com/
mailto:secretary.hpumc@gmail.com
mailto:kritchie424@yahoo.com
mailto:mrsmasp@gmail.com
mailto:secretary.hpumc@gmail.com


STOCKING STUFFING: If you would like to donate to the items for the stockings, be sure the envelope is marked 

“Stockings”. Stockings will be stuffed on December 12th at 2 p.m. A sign-up sheet will be been placed in the Narthex for 

anyone who wants to help stuff the stockings.  

For more information contact Stacey Riccardi at Stacey.riccardi@comcast.net or 203.415.5558. 
 
SEXTON UPDATE: Bancroft Nicholson Sr. will be stepping down as the Sexton of HPUMC at the end of the year. The 

Sexton maintains the building and grounds of the church. The hours are flexible and there will be a period of transition 

working with the current Sexton to learn the job.  If you or someone you know would be interested in the position, 

please contact Megan Malanson at (203) 535-5569 or megmalanson@yahoo.com for more information.  

CHOIR REHEARSAL: Wednesday’s, at 7 p.m. Please contact Pastor J (475.331.1122/ pastorjj.hpumc@gmail.com) or 

Terri Bennett (terribennett1964@gmail.com/203.506.6788) for more information. EVERYONE IS WELCOME. 
 
SPECIFIC PRAYER REQUESTS for Wednesday Prayer Team may be made by contacting Holly O’Brien. These requests 
remain confidential to the Prayer Team.  PRAYERS AS PRINTED IN THE SUNDAY NOTICES, are assumed to be public 

information and should be called or e-mailed to Nancy Estes at 203.248.4654 or secretary.hpumc@gmail.com. 
 
MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK: 
CONNECTIONAL BIBLE STUDY FELLOWSHIP, each Tuesday, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., via ZOOM 
PRAYER TEAM, each Wednesday, 11 a.m., in person, Sanctuary. 

CHOIR REHEARSAL, each Wednesday, 7 pm, in person, Sanctuary 

WOMEN’S GROUP, December 8th, 1 pm, in person, Prayer Room 

ADMIN TEAM, December 9th,7 p.m., via Zoom  
“DINNER FOR A DOLLAR” serves each Saturday, 6 – 7 p.m.   
 
 “DINNER FOR A DOLLAR” Missions seeks cooks and serving hosts. Cook teams work 3 – 5:30 p.m. and serving teams 

serve 5:30 – 8 p.m. To sign up, go to https://signup.com/go/LpLESwA or contact Marty Hartog: 203.506.9788 or 

hartogm1@southernct.edu or Charlotte Sroka: 203.530.2860(text) or charlotte.sroka306@frontier.com. HPUMC 

members and friends serve 2nd and 4th Saturdays; community partners host 1st, 3rd and 5th Saturdays.   
 

Anyone may eat at Dinner for a Dollar.  A suggested donation is $1 per meal, but no one is turned away 

based on ability to pay.  Meals are available each Saturday, 6 – 7 p.m., take-out only through the Church Street doors.  

May God continue to bless this important ministry. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY 3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT: Scriptures Zephaniah 3:14-20, Isaiah 12:2-6, Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:7-18. 

Ritchie Family will be lighting the 3rd candle (The Way) on our Advent Wreath. Liturgist/Song Leader Sheldon 

Campbell. 
 
CONNECTIONAL BIBLE STUDY FELLOWSHIP: Every Tuesday, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.  This week we will be Studying 2 

Samuel 23:1-7, Psalm 132:1-12 (umh#849)Via Zoom. If interested, contact Pastor J at 475.331.1122 or 

pastorjj.hpumc@gmail.com.  
 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9–9:45 a.m. in the Nursery.  Please contact Sheldon Campbell at 

Sheldon.campbell@yale.edu if you have questions.  
 

THE LITTLE FREE LIBRARY remains open year-round.  Check it out in front of the church on Dixwell Avenue.  To 

donate books (children’s books as well as adult) of any genre or language, or Bibles, contact Kersten Moore at 
disturbedteacher@gmail.com/203.935.6855 or Lisa Collins at collins11902@yahoo.com/203.913.7961. 
 
OUR INK CARTRIDGE RECYCLE PROGRAM Please bring your used cartridges for recycling in during office hours, 

Tues. – Fri.., 9:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.;  You can also bring them to church on Sunday or leave them in a bag outside the 

parking lot door at your convenience.   Many thanks! 
 
YOUR CONTINUED FINANCIAL SUPPORT MEANS MUCH!   Please mail gifts to HPUMC, 15 Church Street, Hamden, CT  

06514 or drop them off during office hours, Tues - Fri., 9:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.  
 

WE HAVE A NEW WAY of contributing your tithes and offerings.  
You can now give right through an app on your phone by scanning the QR code.                                                                

www.venmo.com/HamdenPlains-UMC.  

Any questions please call the office. 
 
READING THROUGH THE BIBLE: Monday-Friday @ 6 – 6:40 a.m. Read the entire Bible with us in about 7 months. 

Mute yourself and read along or just listen. Call in 605.472.5719 Access code 3524899. 

  
PLEASE CONSIDER SENDING A NOTE to any of the folks below who either live alone, have care needs or both.  This is 
the current list.  Megan Malanson is tracking these contacts.  If you make one and would like to report that to Megan, 

please reach her at megmalanson@yahoo.com.  If there is someone you think should be contacted by the pastor, please 

notify the office. 
 
ADDRESSES FOR PEOPLE LIVING ALONE OR WITH CARE NEEDS: 
(Some opted not to be on this list.) 
Bales, Mary, 33 Woodruff Street, #113, Hamden, 06518 

Bogacki, Dorine, 22 Masonic Avenue, Wallingford, 06492 

Gursky, John, 1492 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, 06514 

Hartsoe, Lois, 5324 Ashlar Village, Wallingford, 06492 

mailto:Stacey.riccardi@comcast.net
mailto:meganmalanson@yahoo.com
mailto:pastorjj.hpumc@gmail.com
mailto:terribennett1964@gmail.com/203.506.6788
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mailto:hartogm1@southernct.edu
mailto:charlotte.sroka306@frontier.com
mailto:pastorjj.hpumc@gmail.com
mailto:Sheldon.campbell@yale.edu
mailto:disturbedteacher@gmail.com
mailto:collins11902@yahoo.com
http://www.venmo.com/HamdenPlains-UMC
mailto:meganmalanson@yahoo.com


Leno, Pat, 850 Mix Avenue, Hamden, 06514 

Maynard, Sandy, 102 Treadwell Street #B, Hamden, 06517 

Mayo, Elizabeth, 200 Leeder Hill Drive, Apt. 213, Hamden, 06517 

Morrison, Claudette and Jimmy, 112 East Gate Lane, Hamden, 06514 

Raccio, Jean and Carmine, 15 Sunrise Cove Road, Branford, 06405 

Reynolds, Marianne, 656 Center Street, Apt. D208, Wallingford, 06492 

Shaw, Rosemary, 345 Fountain Street, Apt. 202, New Haven, 06515 

Williams, Trudy, 41 West Helen Street, Hamden, 06514 

Wycoff, Denise and Pieter, 135 Grandview Avenue, Hamden, 06514 
 
OTHER WAYS TO BE IN MINISTRY AND MISSION DURING THE PANDEMIC: 

x Bring your “Cans for the Congo” during office hours or on Sundays. 

x Drop off food for the Hamden Food Bank. 

x Stay abreast of developments by reading your e-mail or checking the website. 

x Read the upcoming Sunday scriptures as an act of spiritual formation. 

x Pray for our church and governmental leaders and our Reopening Team. 

x Serve at “Dinner for a Dollar” (take-out only).  Sign up at signup.com/go/LpLESwA     

               or contact Marty Hartog at 203.506.9788 or hartogm1@southernct.edu 

x Check in by phone or send a note to someone home-bound or elderly. 

x Continue to mail in your tithes and offerings. 

x Continue to pray for our church during this time of pastoral transition. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

In the Hospital: Doreen, Derrick Pommills sister, Heart Surgery:  Ralph, Derrick’s brother-in-law, hospitalized; Gil Earl 

off the ventilator, Kathleen’s daughter (friend of Charlotte Sroka) 
 
Continuing care: 
Bob, Hospice care (Brenda Pineau)                                          Frank Teodosio     

Alan, recovering from cardiac surgery (Brenda Pineau)   Harold Estes, medical issues 

Steve DeStefano, Cancer (Nancy Estes)                                  Charlene Welch 

Paul, Bob, Laurie, Nina, cancer (The Pineau’s)                     Shirley Repoli, cancer (Anthony Moore)                               

Cassandra, cancer (The Pineau’s)                                Stan, medical diagnosis (Holly O’Brien)       

Sarah and James Galloway, Carol’s parents, for on-going medical issues 

Jason Calabrese (brother of Stacey Riccardi)                                         

Stephanie, health issues, daughter of Ed & Brenda Pineau                

 
BIRTHDAYS: Doreen Bogacki 12/1, Ashlyn Ritchie 12/1, Kyle Kirchoff 12/3, Eden White 12/4, Pieter Wyckoff, Jr. 

12/5, Sara Stafford 12/6, Louise Russell 12/7, Ernest White 12/7 
 

WORSHIP HOSTS 
 Today December 5th       Next Sunday December 12th          

Liturgist Megan Malanson Sheldon Campbell 
Song Leaders Morgen Campbell Perjah & Reneejah Delgado 
Special Music HPUMC HPUMC 
Crucifer Perjah Delgado  
Acolytes Reneejah Delgado 

Rachael Keller 
 

Worship Host #1 
                            #2 

Charlotte Sroka 
Melissa Paul 

Brenda Pineau 
Megan Malanson 

Attendance Clerk Melissa Paul Megan Malanson 
Program Producer 
Editor 

George Joseph George Joseph 
Terri Bennett 

Counters Lynn Brantley 
Randi Harrell  

Krystal Ritchie 
Kersten Moore 

 

Worship in-person and live Zoom at 10:15 a.m.  Sundays 
Program view of worship later on Sunday. 

Minister: All Congregation Members 
Rev. Jeremiah J. Paul, Pastor, pastorjj.hpumc@gmail.com 

Dunn Pearson, Guest Musician 

Nancy Estes, Parish Secretary, secretary.hpumc@gmail.com 

Bancroft Nicholson, Sr., Sexton                 
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
December 19, 2021 
6 ½ in pots $10 each 

Red ____   White ____ 
Pink ____ Marble ____ 

 
Your Name: _______________________________________ 

 
In Honor of: ________________________________________ 

 
In Memory of: ______________________________________ 

 
 

All orders must be paid to Nancy Estes by December 12th   
(Please make check payable to Nancy Estes, place in offering plate, 

drop off in office or mail to: 35 Newton Street, 2nd fl, Meriden, Ct 06450) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 


