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Dear Hamden Plains Church community, 
 

 These musings are excerpts from my sermon planned for Ascension Sunday, 
May 16 and the importance of “looking up” in these challenging times:  
 

Each Communion Sunday the celebrant invites us to “Lift up your hearts” and 
you respond “We lift them up to the Lord.”  We speak of “looking up” to people who 
serve as role models.   Sigmund Freud once said that all people had a “basement of 
ghosts:” that those gone before us haunt us.  Carlyle Marney countered that we have 
a “balcony of saints:” those who have gone before who are cheering us from above.  
Check out Hebrews 12:1-2…. 

 

Things start to “look up” when we do. Nature plays this out every year about 
this time when the herring run on Cape Cod.  I first watched this cycle of nature over 
four decades ago.  It may sound boring in this digital, wired age, but it was and 
remains fascinating.  The herring swim upstream, literally jumping up rocks or, in 
some places, human-made herring ladders, against incredible water pressure to 
spawn a new generation of their kind.  It is hard-wired into their system.  There is 
something in us, too, that is hard-wired to keep going against adverse circumstances, 
to not only survive but thrive…. 

 

Ben Zander, a leadership coach, describes our inability to look up as the 
“downward spiral” which leads to death for organizations as well as individuals.  
Our founder, the Rev. John Wesley, knew this 250 years ago.  In response to a Miss 
Bishop, one of the early Methodist lay leaders who wrote of complaints and 
disappointments, Wesley replied with this single sentence: “You look inward too much 
and upward too little.”  (Feb. 16, 1771 in The Works of the Rev. John Wesley, 
A.M., John Emory, 1831)…. 

 

What are we doing as a church to “look up?”  How are we finding opportunity 
in the challenge of a world-wide pandemic and declining interest in institutional 
religion?  A story is told of two shoe salespeople sent to a tropical climate to develop 
a new market.  It was not long before one texted back to the home office, “The 
situation here is impossible and there is no market for our product.  No one here 
wears shoes.”  The other salesperson texted back to the same home office with the 
report: “How exciting!  The field is wide open!  Nobody here has shoes!”  How do we 
see our neighborhood and the world around us?  As disinterested?  Or wide open? 

 

Whatever fear or loneliness we suffer from, whatever malady we experience in 
searching for meaning, we have found a cure.  The name of the cure is Jesus Christ, 
and the medicine is his Church, the Body of Christ…. 

 

Look up, lift up…. 
 

 May it be so. 
 

Your servant in Christ,    
Pastor Brian 
Rev. Dr. Brian R. Bodt, Pastor 

https://www.facebook.com/HamdenPlainsUMC/
https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6


Sermon manuscripts are available on our website.  
You may also contact Nancy Estes in the church office to obtain a copy or view 
them on our website, www.hamdenplainsumc.com. 
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Hamden Plains United Methodist Church, Hamden, Connecticut 
Sunday School: 9 a.m., children, 11:30 a.m. adult, both via Zoom  

Sunday worship: 10:15 a.m.: in-person, via Zoom or recorded program 
PLEASE WATCH THE WEBSITE OR CALL THE CHURCH ANSWER MACHINE AT 203.248.4654 

IF WEATHER IS UNCERTAIN 
Pastor Brian Bodt, preaching          John Swingler, Music Minister 

 
Services will be available later on Sunday at 

                 https://www.youtube.comchannel/UCxwHc1E3YK4W1nHICT5iAA  
or https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6 

with thanks to George Joseph, Producer 
 

May 2  EASTER V 
10:15 a.m.      Our preacher and Communion celebrant will be the Rev. Elizabeth Braddon, retired United  
                        Methodist clergy. The sermon “Entangled in Love” will be based on Acts 8:26-40, I John 4:7-21 
                        and John 15:1-8. We will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Our liturgist  
                        will be Sheldon Campbell.  Song Leader Sheldon Campbell, Special Music Morgen Campbell.  
 
May 9  THE FESTIVAL OF THE CHRISTIAN HOME/MOTHER’S DAY 
  “Complete Joy” will be the sermon based on Psalm 98, I John 5:1-6 and John 15:9-17.  Our  
  liturgist will be Marcus Brantley.  Song Leader Terri Bennett, Special Music John Swingler.   
  Hymns: 139, 246, 548 
 
May 16 ASCENSION SUNDAY 
  The sermon “Whatever Comes Down Must Go Up” will be based  on Ephesians 1:15-23; Acts  
  1:1-11 and Luke 24:44-53.  Our liturgist will be Megan Malanson. Song Leader Morgen   
  Campbell, Special Music Perjah and Reneejah Delgado. Hymns: 312, 325, 327 
 
May 23 THE DAY OF PENTECOST/CONFIRMATION/ HERITAGE SUNDAY 
  We will celebrate the Order for Confirmation for Perjah Delgado, Asher Joseph and Mahalia  
  Keller as they join the church as full members.  We will also recognize those members with 50  
  years of membership or more.  The message, “Why Are We Still Singing Easter Hymns?” will be 
  based on Acts 2:1-21 and John 15:26-27 and 16:4b-15.  Our liturgist will be Holly O’Brien.   
  Song Leader Pastor Brian,  Special Music Terri Bennett.  Hymns: 57, 539, 304, 318 
 
May 30 TRINITY SUNDAY/MEMORIAL SUNDAY 
  “On (or Off?) the Record” will be the sermon based on Isaiah 6:1-8, Romans 8:12-17 and John  
  3:1-17.  Our liturgist will be Krystal Ritchie. Song Leader Marty Hartog,  Special Music Daniel  
  Bodt.  Hymns: 64, 717, 437 
 

Advance reading of the scriptures is an act of spiritual formation. 

http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com
https://hamdenplainsumc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12565182876d64eae225bbe72&id=6b6af5725e&e=f8d2d5ab98
https://hamdenplainsumc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12565182876d64eae225bbe72&id=1b5d2e0183&e=f8d2d5ab98


Please send in special achievements so we may acknowledge those who have 
excelled above and beyond.  

 
Also if you would like prayers for anyone drop us a note with their name 
and reason for the prayer. 
Send both to: secretary.hpumc@gmail.com  

  
If your health is compromised or you are in an at-risk group, please continue to enjoy 
our on-line worship option.  We print the following in each Thursday’s message field 
when we email the weekly bulletin and notices, to ease access for our members and 
friends.   
 

You can join Sunday Worship online in one of three ways: 
 Live by video at 10:15 am: https://zoom.us/join, enter Meeting ID: 837 2734 

8500, enter Meeting Password: 385763  (waiting room opens at 10 a.m.) 
 One tap: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83727348500?pwd=cFpxWURRZGFVVm9hYXNOdktiZGtWQT09 
 Live by telephone at 10:15 am: dial +1 646-558-8656,enter Meeting ID: 837 2734 8500#, enter Meeting 
Password: 385763#  (waiting room opens at 10 a.m.) 

One tap: +16465588656, 83727348500#,,,,0#,,385763# 
 

Recording on HPUMC YouTube Channel:  
      https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA or https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6 
     (Sunday service recording will be posted as early as Sunday at 7:00pm or late as Monday at 7:00pm) 
  
Contact George Joseph at dgjoseph.home@gmail.com or 203.675.3595 if you need help. 

May meeting schedule: 
Thursday, May 6, 6:30 p.m. Worship Committee 
                                        7:30 p.m. Leadership Team  
                                  (restricted to elected members only) 
Wednesday, May 12, 1:00 p.m.  Women’s Group 
Thursday, May 13,  7:00 p.m.  Administrative Team  
Thursday, May 27, 7:00 p.m. Church Council 
Each Wednesday, 1 p.m. Prayer Team       
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Perjah Delgado has recently been accepted to the Educational Center for the Arts to 
begin a Visual Arts program during high school. ECA is an alternative arts school where 
passionate students from participating districts in CT learn together, and pursue their 
love for the arts. Also, because of her passion for justice, she joined the NAACP.   

https://zoom.us/join
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83727348500?pwd=cFpxWURRZGFVVm9hYXNOdktiZGtWQT09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA
https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6
mailto:dgjoseph.home@gmail.com


 MAY 2021                                                                                Page 4 

I hadn’t seen this before; I really like the Star Wars line… 

  

GARRISON KEILLOR ON "METHODISTS" 
We make fun of Methodists for their blandness, their excessive calm, their fear of giving offense, their lack of 

speed, and also for their secret fondness for macaroni and cheese. 

But nobody sings like them. If you were to ask an audience in New York City, a relatively Methodist-less place, 

to sing along on the chorus of "Michael Row the Boat Ashore," they will look daggers at you as if you had asked 

them to strip to their underwear. But if you do this among Methodists, they'd smile and row that boat ashore 

and up on the beach! And down the road! 

Many Methodists are bred from childhood to sing in four-part harmony, a talent that comes from sitting on the 

lap of someone singing alto or tenor or bass and hearing the harmonic intervals by putting your little head 

against that person's rib cage. 

It's natural for Methodists to sing in harmony. They are too modest to be soloists, too worldly to sing in unison. 

When you're singing in the key of C and you slide into the A7th and D7th chords, all two hundred of you, it's an 

emotionally fulfilling moment. By joining in harmony, they somehow promise that they will not forsake each 

other. 

I do believe this: People, these Methodists, who love to sing in four-part harmony are the sort of people you 

can call up when you're in deep distress. 

*If you're dying, they will comfort you. 

*If you are lonely, they'll talk to you. 

*And if you are hungry, they'll give you tuna salad. 

*Methodists believe in prayer, but would practically die if asked to pray out loud. 

*Methodists like to sing, except when confronted with a new hymn or a hymn with more than four stanzas. 

*Methodists believe their pastors will visit them in the hospital, even if they don't notify them that they are 

there. 

*Methodists usually follow the official liturgy and will feel it is their way of suffering for their sins. 

*Methodists believe in miracles and even expect miracles, especially during their stewardship visitation 

programs or when passing the plate. 

Methodists think that the Bible forbids them from crossing the aisle while passing the peace. 

*Methodists drink coffee as if it were the Third Sacrament. 

*Methodists feel guilty for not staying to clean up after their own wedding reception in the Fellowship Hall. 

*Methodists are willing to pay up to one dollar for a meal at the church. 

*Methodists still serve Jell-O in the proper liturgical color of the season and think that peas in a tuna casserole 

adds too much color. 

*Methodists believe that it is OK to poke fun at themselves and never take themselves too seriously. 

And finally, You know you are a Methodist when: 

It's 100 degrees, with 90% humidity, and you still have coffee after the service. 

You hear something funny during the sermon and smile as loudly as you can. 

Donuts are a line item in the church budget, just like coffee. 

When you watch a Star Wars movie and they say, "May the Force be with you," you respond, "and also with 

you." 

And lastly, it takes ten minutes to say good-bye! 

  

Submitted by 

Sheldon Campbell M.D. Ph.D. F.C.A.P. 



Our Prayer Team meets in its established time: Wednesdays, 11 a.m. – Noon, in the 
Nursery.  Adherence to safe practices protocols is expected: facemasks worn, 6 feet 
social distance maintained, hand-sanitizer used.  If you are interested in 
participating, just come!  If you want to know more, contact Holly O’Brien at 
203.506.4822 or hollyobrien@snet.net.  
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Mother’s Day Flowers 

May 9, 2021 
Geraniums in 6 inch pots are $8.00 each. 

Please circle the color wanted and indicate the 
number you want of each color 

Red ____                               White____ 

Pink____                               Salmon____            Violet_____ 

All orders must be paid to Nancy Estes by May 2nd. Leave in Office, collection 
plate OR Mail to Church at 15 Church ST., Hamden, Ct 06514. Checks made out 

to Nancy Estes, mark as Mother’s day Flowers 

 

Your Name:_________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of:________________________________________ 

 

In Memory of______________________________________ 

THANK YOU 
I would like to thank  everyone who reached out to me on April 21st 

and for all the wonderful cards and kind words. 

It is my pleasure to serve this church and hope to  

for many more years. 

Nancy Estes, Church secretary 

mailto:hollyobrien@snet.net


SIGN UP TO SERVE 
You can now sign up as a cook or server for “Dinner for a $” using 
Signup.com. Just click the link or copy into your address bar to volunteer to 
help at dinner for a dollar. We will send you a reminder of your commitment 
the week before you are to serve. Help feed families here in the Hamden 
Community through this important ministry!!  
 https://signup.com/go/LpLESwA  
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WORDS OF LIFE STUDY TO BEGIN MAY 4 
 
Our concluding evening Covenant Discipleship adult study before the 
summer recess will be Adam Hamilton’s book Words of Life: Jesus and 
the Promise of the Ten Commandments. The study will run via Zoom 

on Tuesdays, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.,  May 4, 11, 18, 25 and June 1.  Pastor Brian is our teacher and 
facilitator. 
 
New persons interested in spiritual formation are welcome!  You need not have participated in the 
past to join this group. 
 
The cost of the book is $20.  Scholarships are available by contacting Pastor Brian 
(brianbodt@sbcglobal.net or 203.747.1781) 

Dear Hamden Plains Church community, 
 
Much of the “Messenger”’s content is prepared well in advance.  However, the times in which we live 
demand that we be attentive to timely changes and incorporate commentary when needed in both our 
electronic and US Postal Service communications. 
 
The following paragraph was written by me for the Wednesday, April 21st “Hamden Happenings,” which is 
only distributed electronically.  It is reprinted here for the wider circulation provided by US Postal Service to 
those who receive the “Messenger” that way. 
 
Yesterday’s (April 20th) historic guilty verdict in the trial of former Minneapolis police officer Derek 
Chauvin for the murder of George Floyd is a clarion call to all people of good will that it is long past 
time for change.  It is time to change from an America that remains in many ways segregated to an 
America that lives its promise of e pluribus unum: “out of many, one people.”  It is time to change from 
an understanding of policing born out of the enforcement of slaveowner’s property rights to 
understand that the motto of many departments, “to protect and serve,” means to protect and serve all 
people.  It is time to change from people of color living in fear of law enforcement because of 
inequitable and disrespectful treatment to equal treatment for all and living out our legal 
premise, “innocent until proven guilty.”  I call on all people reading this to speak up for these changes, 
to act for these changes, and to find your voice.  George Floyd was not a perfect person.  If all of us 
could be murdered for being imperfect, we’d all be dead. 
 
Pastor Brian Bodt 

https://signup.com/go/LpLESwA
mailto:brianbodt@sbcglobal.net
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WE WANT TO RECOGNIZE YOUR GRADUATE! 
 
 On Sunday, June 6th we will observe Christian 
Education Sunday at Hamden Plains UMC.  As part of that 
observance, we want to recognize all graduates and 
promotions. 
 

 If you have a child being promoted – elementary to middle school or 
middle school to high school – or graduating from high school, college or 
graduate school, please send the following information no later than 
Sunday, May 23rd: 

 Name of student 

 School from which promoted or graduating 

 School to which being promoted, or next plans 
 

At this writing, we anticipate that weather will be warm enough for 
outside, in-person worship.  Therefore, your student is encouraged to be 
present – masked, with social distance and using hand-sanitizer – to be 
recognized.  In the event of rain, the recognition will move inside with worship 
leaders only and no in-person recognition will be possible on this date. 

  Pastor Brian Bodt 

DIRECTORIES ARE HERE!! 
Directories have been mailed to the participants who had their pictures taken for 

the directory. 
If you would like a directory, we have extras in the office. 

There is a $5 charge for processing. 
Please notify the office at 203.248.4654 or email secretary.hpumc@gmail.com. 

 



Serving the residents of Columbus House: Since the pandemic in March 2020, we 
have been unable to serve “in-person”. We continue to support Columbus House 
with a monthly donation for this ministry. We will let our teams know when we can 
resume in-person serving.  
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WOMEN’S GROUP 
The theme for our April meeting was, “Everybody’s Birthday.”  Wilette Pearson’s 
birthday fell on our meeting day, so it seemed the perfect reason to have a party to 
celebrate!  If you don’t know Wilette, you can identify her by the Happy Birthday tiara she 
is wearing as our birthday party guest of honor.  Holly began the meeting with the 
 devotional “Happy Birthday,” based on Psalm 90:12, Teach us to number our days 
aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.  The writer of the devotional reminded us that 
we all share a birth date with some famous people and that we may wish that we could 
make an impact on human history as they did.  She went on to say, however, “that 

someday these people will all pass away and be mostly forgotten, but If we know the Lord and walk in his 
ways, then we will be remembered and share in his glory in eternity. Thessalonians 4:16-17.  Holly read lists 
of famous people and asked the women if they knew which group was born on their birth date.  She went on 
to ask the women what they would like to be remembered for.  Of course, no birthday party is complete with 
at least one game.  Holly wrapped small “prizes” with plastic wrap until it formed a good-sized ball.  Marion 
set the timer on her phone, and everyone took turns unwrapping the ball until the timer went off.  They kept 
the prizes that fell off the ball as they unwrapped it.  We played several rounds until Muriel came to the end 
of the plastic wrap and won the “grand prize,” a roll of toilet paper that was the foundation of the ball.  For 
our service project for the month, we all signed birthday cards that will be sent to the homebound and other 
members of the congregation throughout the year.   



MISSIONS 
Donations for the food pantry have been way down. We started collecting a specific item 
each month. 
Missions would like to thank everyone for their contributions during this hard time for the 
Hamden Food Bank.  

In May we will be collecting household cleaning supplies, like laundry detergent, bar soap, 
dish soap, etc.. Non-food items are always needed.  Please place all donations in the collection basket in the 
Narthex during office hours any Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday 9 am to Noon. 

Thank You! The Mission committee 

The “June Messenger”  deadline is Sunday, May 16th 

(always the third Sunday of the preceding month).   

Please submit articles electronically (preferred) to  
secretary.hpumc@gmail.com or hard copy to Nancy at the church office 

(Tues, Wed., Thurs., 9 am – Noon) or by USPS at 15 Church Street, Hamden, CT  06514 

Laughter and Humor!  The best medicine? 
 

Did you know that laughter is good for us? It is a coping strategy in hard times. 
It fosters bonding and group cohesion and aids in peacemaking. 
  
Laughter is a physical action. You flex your facial muscles, contract the 

diaphragm and move other body parts. 
 Research suggests it provides a mini workout. Your heart rate, breathing rate, oxygen 
consumption and calorie burn all rise. After laughter, muscles relax and blood pressure 
decreases. It decreases stress hormones and increases immune system defenses. It may 
increase pain tolerance. 
 Laughter may increase your ability to cope with negative situations and may provide a 
protective effect towards heart disease. 
 Laughing generally increases a persons likability. Being mirthful can be an important 
component in avoiding loneliness. 
 Some tips can bring the benefits of laughter and humor into your life. 
    1) open up. Rent a funny movie or a video of stand up comedy. 
     2) take a shot at yourself. Laugh about your situation 
     3) share a laugh. 
      4) take a class online in laughter therapy or laughter yoga 
       5) know what is not funny. Do not laugh at the expense of others. Humor that 
mocks others may fuel anger and bitterness, rather than replace it. 
 

 This info comes from the Mayo Clinic Health Letter, July 2015. 
Submitted by: 
Brenda Pineau R.N. 
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TO DONATE ALTAR 
FLOWERS contact Nancy 
Estes at 203.248.4654 (Tues.-
Thurs. mornings) or at 
secretary.hpumc@gmail.com.    
Donation is $20, check 

payable to “HPUMC” memoed “altar flowers” or 
cash,. Wording may be “in honor of” or “in 
memory of” and will be listed in the bulletin.  You 
may take the flowers or leave them for Pastor 
Brian to deliver to our home-bound members.  
Nancy Campbell continues to order from “Flowers 
on the Farm.” Your color preference requests, if 
any, should be placed with Nancy Estes when 
ordering.  We thank both Nancy’s for their role in 
beautifying our altar. 

HAMDEN FOOD BANK   
always needs your support and 
contributions to help Hamden 
residents who are in need.  The 

items that we need are non-perishable 
foods and basic  necessities, such as, soap, 
toilet paper, tooth paste, tooth brushes, and 
diapers. Your generous support will be 
greatly appreciated.  
For more information contact                           
Charlotte Sroka at 203.530.2860 or email                                         
charlotte.sroka306@frontier,com  

Cans for Congo:  
We want to send a thank you 
to those of you who have 
been donating their cans and 
bottles or receipts from 
recycling cans and bottles 

for the Congo Mission to Mulungwishi Seminary.  
Please continue to bring in your  receipts or cans 
to support this mission. The collection boxes for 
receipts and cans are  located in the narthex.   

We sent $250 in 2020 

INK CARTRIDGE 
RECYCLE 
PROGRAM 

OUR INK CARTRIDGE 
RECYCLE PROGRAM will gain us credit toward 
church office supplies.  Please bring them during 
office hours, Tues. – Thurs., 9 a.m. – Noon; leave 
them in a bag outside the parking lot door at your 
convenience, or bring them to Sunday worship.    

Thank you for dropping off 
your used cartridges!! 

 

WANT TO VIEW OUR ON-LINE 
WORSHIP  

COACHING TO ACCESS ON-LINE 
WORSHIP: If you would like to have 

assistance in accessing “live” but remote worship 
through Zoom, or assistance in how to access 
recorded worship, please contact George Joseph 
(dgjoseph.home@gmail.com or 203.675.3595) or 
Carol Galloway (carol9996@hotmail.com or 
203.687.6225).  They have coached others since we 
began our broadcast ministry and would be happy to 
assist you.  

“Dinner for a Dollar” 
serves take-out only from 6 
– 7 p.m. following 
Quinnipiack Valley Health 
District guidelines.  
Cooking teams work 3 – 
5:30 p.m.; serving teams 

serve 5:30 – 8 p.m.  Meals are “to go” only.  To 
assist ANY Saturday signup at               
https://signup.com/go/LpLESwA or contact 
Marty Hartog at 203.506.9788 or 
hartogm1@southernct.edu 
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
  Sundays 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm  French Church 
  Mondays 3:30 pm - 6:00 pm  United Girls Choir 
    6:00 pm - 8:30 pm  Living Water Bible Study 

Meeting 
  Tuesdays 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Hispanic AA 
  Thursdays 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Men’s AA 

Meeting 
    7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Hispanic AA 
  2nd Thursday 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Hamden Plains Friends 

Meeting 
  Saturdays 3:00 - 5:00 pm   Spanish Women’s AA 
  4th Saturday 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  AA Spanish Speaking D-10 A-11 

Meeting 
  Various Days/Times        Daniel Cohen 

Meeting 

PLEASE CONSIDER SENDING A NOTE to any of the folks below who 
either live alone, have care needs, or both.  This is the updated list.  Megan 
Malanson is tracking these contacts.  If you make one and would like to 
report that to Megan, please reach her at megmalanson@yahoo.com.  If there 
is someone you think should be contacted by the pastor, please notify him at 
brianbodt@sbcglobal.net.  

 
ADDRESSES FOR PEOPLE LIVING ALONE OR WITH CARE NEEDS: 
(Some opted not to be on this list: please contact Pastor with corrections.) 
Bales, Mary, 33 Woodruff Street, #113, Hamden, 06518 

Bogacki, Dorine, 22 Masonic Avenue, Wallingford, 06492 

Gursky, John, 1492 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, 06514 

Hartsoe, Lois, 5324 Ashlar Village, Wallingford, 06492 
Leno, Pat, 850 Mix Avenue, Hamden, 06514 

Maynard, Sandy, 102B Treadwell Street, Hamden, 06514 

Mayo, Elizabeth, 200 Leeder Hill Drive, Apt. 213, Hamden, 06517 

Morrison, Claudette and Jimmy, 112 East Gate Lane, Hamden, 06514 

Pearson, Wilette, 306 Forest Street Ext., Hamden, 06518 
Raccio, Jean and Carmine, 15 Sunrise Cove Road, Branford, 06405 

Reynolds, Marianne, 656 Center Street, Apt. D208, Wallingford, 06492 

Shaw, Rosemary, 345 Fountain Street, Apt. 202, New Haven, 06515 

Williams, Trudy, 41 West Helen Street, Hamden, 06514 
Wycoff, Denise and Pieter, 135 Grandview Avenue, Hamden, 06514 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please let the office or Pastor know if prayers are needed 

Those who are in nursing homes Rehabilitation Centers & Hospitals or home bound 
Dorine Bogacki, Masonic Home, 22 Masonic Ave., Wallingford, CT 06492 
Pat Leno, Arden House, 850 Mix Ave., Hamden, CT 06514 
Sandra Maynard, 102B Treadwell St., Hamden, CT 06514 
Elizabeth Mayo, 200 Leeder Hill Dr. #213, Hamden, CT 06517 
Claudette Morrison, 112 East Gate Ln., Hamden, CT 06514 

Marianne Please keep those serving in the military in your prayers                                            

Recovering from Surgery:  
Malcolm Bennett (father of Terri) from a heart procedure in Pennsylvania on March 23 
 
Prayers for successful treatment: 
Lynn Brantley, Ellen Fong, Kennedi Rookwood, Sara Stafford and John Sroka 
 
Continuing care: 
Sarah and James Galloway, Carol’s parents, for on-going medical issues 
Harold Estes, medical issues 
Jason Calabrese (brother of Stacey Riccardi)  
Bob Iannotti (brother of Lynn Brantley)  
Rev. John Marsh (friend of Lisa Collins) 
Joyce Randolph (aunt of Anthony Moore) 
 
Continued prayers for:  
Bishop Bickerton, Superintendent Sylvester and all the pastors and congregations of 
the United Methodist New York  Conference  
Our nation; President Biden and Vice-President Harris; and all elected officials  
Specialist Davon Pierson, nephew of Ramon Delgado, Jr. in training with the CT National Guard before a year’s 
 deployment in Africa 
 
For our world during the corona virus        
Please pray for our Church daily 
Please submit prayer request to the church office, secretary.hpumc@gmail.com                                                                  
or leave a message on the office phone. 203.248.4654 
You can always contact Pastor Brian for other needs. 
 
 

 May God comfort all. 
We extend our sympathy to Charlotte and John 
Sroka on the death of her sister-in-law, Nancy 
Kimbrel, on April 21st from cancer. Expression of 
sympathy may be sent to: Charlotte and John 
Sroka, 689 Benham Street, Hamden, CT. 06514.  
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 May 2 May 9 
Mother’s Day 

May 16 May 23 
Heritage Sunday/ 

Confirmation 

May 30 

Liturgist Sheldon Campbell Marcus Brantley Bill Welch Holly O’Brien Krystal Ritchie 

Song Leader Sheldon Campbell Terri Bennett Morgan Campbell Pastor Brian Marty Hartog 

Special 
Musician 

Morgan Campbell John Swingler Perjah & Reneejah 
Delgado 

Terri Bennett Daniel Bodt 

Worship 
Hosts 

Charlotte Sroka Kersten Moore 

 

TBA TBA Holly O’Brien 

Attendance 
Clerk 

Krystal Ritchie Megan Malanson Holly O’Brien Nancy Estes Megan Malanson 

Program 
Producer 

George Joseph George Joseph George Joseph George Joseph George Joseph 

Cleaning 
Disinfectant 
Team 

Sheldon Campbell 
Kersten Moore 

Pastor Brian Bodt 
Carol Galloway 

Megan Malanson 
Charlotte Sroka 

Marty Hartog 
Bancroft Nicolson 

TBA 

Counters 

 

Lois Fucci 
Charlotte Sroka 

Krystal Ritchie 
Kersten Moore 

Kirby Stafford 
Sheldon Campbell 

Lynn Brantley 
Randi Harrell 

Lois Fucci 
Charlotte Sroka 
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1st Rev. Dr. Brian Bodt 
6th Mary Bales 
8th Janine Fiorillo 
11th Cyrus Knights 
19th Elias Joseph 
21st  Evan Cordova 
23rd  Harold Estes 
26th                 Luella Williams 
27th                 Al Lanza 
28th  Eileen Smith 
30th Jeanine Raccio  Affie 
30th  Kersten Moore 

22nd Bill & Lorraine Welch    1977 
23rd Dennis & Irma Lecza   1992 
25th Carmine & Jean Raccio  1963 

Gabriella Raine Neumann was born March 19th, 8 lbs, 4 
oz, 20.5 inches. Proud parents are Aimee (Welch) and 
Justus Neumann. Baby sister to Aurora and Charlotte. 
Proud grandparents Lorraine and Bill Welch. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 Dinner for a 
Dollar 6 - 7 pm 

2 

9am Sunday School 
10:15am Worship        
11:30am Adult Study  

3 4  Confirmation 
5pm       
Covenant 
Discipleship  
6:30 pm  

5  

Prayer 
Group       
1 pm  

6  Worship  
Committee             
6:30pm      
Leadership 
Team 7:30pm  

7 8 Dinner for a 
Dollar 6 - 7 pm 

9 

9am Sunday School 
10:15am Worship        
11:30am Adult Study  

10 11 Confirmation 
5pm       
Covenant 
Discipleship  
6:30 pm  

12 Prayer 
Group 
11am   
Women’s 
Group 1pm              

13 
Administrative 
Team 7:00pm  

14 15 Dinner for a 
Dollar 6 - 7 pm 

16 

9am Sunday School 
10:15am Worship        
11:30am Adult Study  

17 18 Confirmation 
5pm       
Covenant 
Discipleship  
6:30 pm  

19 
Prayer 
Group       
1 pm  

20 21 22 Dinner for a 
Dollar 6 - 7 pm 

23 Confirmation & 
Heritage Sunday 

9am Sunday School 
10:15am Worship        
11:30am Adult Study  

24 25 Covenant 
Discipleship  
6:30 pm  

26 
Prayer 
Group       
1 pm  

27 Church 
Council 7 pm 

28 29 Dinner for a 
Dollar 6 - 7 pm 

30 
9am Sunday School 
10:15am Worship        
11:30am Adult Study  

31      

 



Phone: 203-248-4654 
E-MAIL: brian.bodt@nyac-umc.com 
E-MAIL: Secretary.hpumc@gmail.com 

HAMDEN PLAINS UMC 
15 CHURCH STREET 
HAMDEN   CT     06514 
The Rev. Dr. Brian Bodt, Pastor 
Nancy Estes, Editor 

the messenger 
may 
2021 


