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ENTRANCE AND PRAISE 
+ Those able please stand 

 

Prelude        
 

Welcome to the Parish 
 

+Call to Worship                                  Psalm 122:1,6,9, NRSV 

Leader:  I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
People:   Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 
ALL:    FOR THE SAKE OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD OUR GOD,  

   I WILL SEEK YOUR GOOD. 
 

Hymn  (seated)                    “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                 UMH #211 
(Verses 1,2,6) 

Sheldon Campbell, Song Leader 
 

Lighting the Advent Wreath (seated)                         The Candle of Hope 
Janine Fiorillo and Gianna Fiorillo-Aiello 

 

Sung Response       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                           UMH #211, vs. 7 
Sheldon Campbell, Song Leader 

 

O Come, Desire of nations bind all peoples in one heart and mind. 
From dust thou brought us forth to life; deliver us from earthly strife. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

The Advent Collect (seated, unison)                                                     UMH #201 
 Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation.  Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake 
our sins, that we may celebrate aright the commemoration of the nativity, and may 
await with joy the coming in glory of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Confession (unison)                   Adapted from UMH #893 

 Lord, we confess our day-to-day failure to be fully human.  In this season of 
Advent, we worship the One who expressed divinity in human form, yet too often we 
besmirch our divinity in the squalor of the profane.  We fail to love with all we have and 
all we are.  We fear risking ourselves.  We cut ourselves off: from each other and from 
our very self.  In both silence and ill-considered speech, we build up walls of prejudice.  
We stifle generosity and hoard what you have entrusted to us as if it were private 
treasure.  Holy Spirit, speak to us.  Lord Jesus, come.  Fill this moment and free us from 
sin.  Amen. 
 

Silent Confession                        Words of Pardon (by the pastor) 
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
The Old Testament           Isaiah 64:1-9 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would 
quake at your presence— 2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to 
boil— to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at 
your presence! 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the 
mountains quaked at your presence. 4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has 



perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for 
him. 5You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you 
were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 6We have all become 
like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a 
leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no one who calls on your 
name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have 
delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, 
and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9Do not be exceedingly angry, 
O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 

Liturgist: The Word of the Lord.   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

+The Gospel                               Mark 13:24-37 
24“But in those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 
25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then 
he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of heaven. 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 
becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when 
you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell 
you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 32“But about that day or hour no 
one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep 
alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, 
when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 
dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I 
say to all: Keep awake.” 

Liturgist: The Gospel of the Lord.   People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Symbols of Advent     “Doves and Bells”                 Perjah Delgado 

          “Candy Cane”              Reneejah Delgado 
 

    
 

Perjah:   
The dove represents the Holy Spirit-Peace with us and Among us. You may 
remember in the Old Testament when all the people on earth had corrupted their 
ways. God was angry, so he sent a flood that killed all of the people-except for Noah’s 
family. God made a covenant with Noah to save him and his family through an ark. 
After many days of the ark, Noah sent out a dove to determine the state of the earth. 
In its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf. God offered peace through Noah and his 
family by giving him a fresh slate on the earth. During Christmas time, the dove 



reminds us of peace on earth given through Jesus. A seal of peace with God. A 
reminder of the Holy Spirit. After all, true spiritual peace was the purpose that Jesus 
was born into the world. 
 

The bells represent the arrival of a season. Sometimes they are good, sometimes they 
aren’t. They proclaim the birth of Christ. Historically speaking, in the eighth century, 
bells increased in size and many churches had them. They often signaled 
time.  Interestingly, the word “clock” comes from a Medieval Latin word “cloaca” 
which means “bell”. The bell still symbolizes the Lord’s work. His calling that he has 
for us. To praise him for sending his Son (through the young Virgin Mary, who 
probably didn’t plan to birth the Messiah, or raise God for that matter)-to be our 
savior. Let us remember that God’s greatest act in all of history began when he 
stepped into time as a man to redeem us. Let the bells ring in celebration! 
 

 
Reneejah:                  
“Look at the candy cane, what do you see? Stripes are red like the blood shed for me, 
white is my savior who's sinless and pure. J is for Jesus, my Lord, that’s for sure! 
Turn it around and a staff you will see, Jesus my Shepherd, born for me.” Author 
Unknown 
 

He began with the stick of pure white, hard candy. White to symbolize the virgin 
birth and the sinless nature of Jesus, and hard to symbolize the Rock, the foundation 
of the church and the firmness and the promises of God. The candy was made in the 
form of the letter J Representing the precious name of Jesus who came to earth as 
our savior today.  
 

The Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                                           UMH #895 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

The Sermon              “Advent: Growth Industry?”        Pastor Brian 
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings, including the special offering for  
United Methodist Student Day 

 

Offertory:    “Remember the Poor”  
Words: John Fielding / Music: H. T. Dyring 
Sheldon Campbell, Soloist and Guitarist 

Please mail your tithes and offerings offering to 15 Church Street, Hamden, CT  06514 
Noisy Offering (coins given for missions) may be dropped off at the church. 



Cold winter is come, with its cold chilling breath and the leaves are all gone from the trees. 
And all seems touched by the finger of death and the streams are beginning to freeze. 
When the young wanton lads o'er the river slide, when Flora attends us no more, 
When in plenty you are sitting by a warm fireside: That's the time to remember the poor. 
 

The cold feather'd snow will in plenty descend and whiten the prospects around. 
The keen cutting wind from the North will attend and cover it over the ground. 
When the hills and the dales are all candied with white  
 

And the rivers are froze on the shore, 
When the bright twinkling stars they proclaim the cold night: 
That's the time to remember the poor. 
The time will come when our Savior on Earth all world shall agree with one voice. 
All nations unite to salute the blest morn and the whole of the Earth shall rejoice. 
When grim death is deprived of its heart-chilling sting  
And the grave rules triumphant no more 
Saints, angels and men Hallelujah shall sing then the rich must lie down with the poor. 
 
 

+Presentation                  ”In the Bleak Midwinter”                                                    UMH #221, vs. 4 

“What can I give him, poor as I am?  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him; give my heart.” 

 

+Offertory Prayer          
GOING FORTH 

Hymn  (seated)              “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”                                     UMH #196 
 

+The Benediction 
 

The Postlude 
 

THE WORSHIP IS ENDED: THE SERVICE BEGINS.  
 









 
 
 
 
 

 



TODAY AT HAMDEN PLAINS 
GREETINGS TO ALL worshipping on-line or by program view today.  Learn more about us 
at www.hamdenplainsumc.com, including the latest updates on our response to the COVID-
19 crisis. 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP IS SUSPENDED INDEFINITELY until COVID-19 cases drop below 
the “red zone” level of 15 cases per 100,000 residents, or a vaccine is generally available.  
Worship Team only will lead worship from the sanctuary each Sunday via Zoom, excepting 
our Advent symbol presenters who will record remotely and be shown as part of the live 
broadcast. 
 

OUR WORSHIP LEADERS are listed on the grid elsewhere in these notices.   
 

RECORDED PROGRAM WORSHIP will continue to be accessed at 
www.hamdenplainsumc.com or 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA .   All services since March 15 
are there. 
 

CHILDREN’S AND ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL ARE ON ZOOM each Sunday.  To join: 
 Children’s, 9 a.m.: contact Kersten Moore at distrubedteacher@gmail.com / 

203.935.6855 or Lisa Collins at collins11902@yahoo.com / 203.913.7961. 
 Adult, 9 a.m.:  contact Sheldon Campbell at Sheldon.campbell@yale.edu.  A new 

study, Adam Hamilton’s “Incarnation,” begins TODAY.  This is a perfect time to 
join! 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR RESPONSE TO OUR “A COMMUNITY OF DOERS” CAMPAIGN.  On 
Commitment Sunday we received  14 commitments totaling $40,280, 23.5 hours weekly 
and many talents toward our 2021 ministry.  We will run our campaign through December 
13th.  Please mail your commitment to 15 Church Street, Hamden, 06514 or drop it off 
during office hours, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday, 9 a.m. –Noon.  If you did not receive 
your letter with a commitment card, please contact Nancy Estes at 203.248.4654 or 
secretary.hpumc@gmail.com 
 

OFFICE COVERAGE DURING COVID-19: Office hours December 1-3 and December 8-10 
will be covered by the pastor and volunteers during Secretary Nancy Estes’ self-quarantine 
from out of state travel.  If you are coming to the office for any purpose these weeks, we 
recommend you call ahead just to be sure we have coverage: 203.248.4654.  Office hours 
are 9 a.m. – Noon these days. 
 

MUSIC MINISTER SEARCH: As announced November 15th, Corbin Beisner has accepted a 
new position in New Britain as Music Minister beginning January 1st.  This position in a 
larger church affords greater opportunity.   We have been delighted with his leadership and 
wish him well in this new position.  Our position has been posted at the Institute of Sacred 
Music (Yale) and we are looking into other posting venues, including personal contacts of 
Corbin’s.  We thank him for his assistance. 
 

ADOPT-A-FAMILY AND CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS: With all of the changes and new 
"normals" that have affected us this year, our stocking and Adopt-a-Family mission will 
look different too.  We are donating 100 stockings and we have a 4-person family 
consisting of a single Mom with a 16 year old boy, a 9 year old boy, and a 7 year old girl.  To 
maintain safe protocols, we will be doing these projects by donation only.  Rick and Stacey 
Riccardi will do all of the shopping, stuff the stockings, and deliver everything next month. 
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So how can you participate in this over 25-year tradition at Hamden Plains?  You can 
with your prayers as well as financial contributions.  Contributions can be dropped off at 
the church during office hours or mailed directly to the church at 15 Church Street, 
Hamden, 06514.  Checks can be made out to the church, but please indicate in the memo 
"100 Stockings" or "Adopt-A-Family."  We know that it is not the same...choosing a 
tag...stuffing a stocking...and all of the fellowship that goes with it, but the need continues to 
exist and we hope this will help keep the tradition going. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Stacey Riccardi (203-415-5558 
or stacey.riccardi@comcast.net). 
 

SPECIFIC PRAYER REQUESTS to be lifted in Wednesday Prayer Team may be made by 
contacting Holly O’Brien at 203.506.4822 or hollyobrien@snet.net.   These requests remain 
confidential to the Prayer Team.  PRAYERS AS PRINTED IN THE SUNDAY NOTICES are 
assumed to be public information and should be called or e-mailed to Nancy Estes at 
203.248.4654 or secretary.hpumc@gmail.com. 
 

MEETINGS/DEADLINES THIS WEEK: 
 CONFIRMATION, Dec. 1, 5 – 6 p.m. via Zoom.  Assignment was e-mailed. 
 COVENANT DISCIPLESHIP, Dec. 1, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. via Zoom.  Chapter 8 in study 

book.   
 2021 BUDGET REQUESTS due Dec. 1 to Marty Hartog at 

hartogm1@southernct.edu 
 PRAYER TEAM, Dec. 2, 11 am – Noon, in-person, Narthex 
 WORSHIP TEAM, Dec. 3, 6:30 – 7:25 p.m. via Zoom 
 LEADERSHIP TEAM, Dec. 3, 7:30 – 9 p.m. via Zoom 

 

“DINNER FOR A DOLLAR” serves each Saturday, 6 – 7 p.m.   Cook teams work 3 – 5:30 p.m. 
and serving teams serve 5:30 – 8 p.m.  To assist, contact Marty Hartog: 203.506.9788 or 
hartogm1@southernct.edu. 
 

NEXT SUNDAY we will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion with a liturgy to the 
tune of familiar carols.  Individual pre-packaged sealed wafers and cups are available for 
pick-up or delivery. Please see the notice below.  The message “Isaiah the Engineer” will be 
based on Isaiah 40:1-11 and Mark 1:1-8.  The candle of preparation will be lit by the 
Bodt/Galloway/Rattley family.  The Advent symbols presented will be by Elias Joseph (Star 
and Gifts) and Audrey Larrow (Angels). 
 

HOLY COMMUNION ELEMENTS: during the pandemic, Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton has 
given us permission to consecrate Communion remotely.  For worship next Sunday via 
Zoom, you may: 

 Pick up Communion cups from the church office, 9 a.m. – Noon, Tuesday –Thursday. 
 Request the elements be delivered. 
 Arrange for your own bread and grape juice at home. 

Although we cannot be together physically, let us be united in Christ through the 
Sacrament. 
 

POINSETTIA ORDERS: Please use the order form at the end of this thread.  Order deadline 
is December 13.  Poinsettias may be picked up Dec. 29-31, 9 a.m. – Noon.  We will also make 
delivery arrangements and may have a pickup time on Sat., Dec. 26. 
 

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY: Tons of books have come in!  Well, all right, maybe not tons, but a 
lot!  Thanks to all who have donated!  You may still offer Bibles or books (children’s books 
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as well as adult) of any genre or language.  For questions or to donate contact Kersten 
Moore at distrubedteacher@gmail.com / 203.935.6855 or Lisa Collins at 
collins11902@yahoo.com / 203.913.7961. 
 

OUR INK CARTRIDGE RECYCLE PROGRAM will gain us credit toward church office 
supplies.  Please bring them during office hours, Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - Noon; or leave them 
in a bag outside the parking lot door at your convenience.   Many thanks! 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED FINANCIAL SUPPORT during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Mail your gifts to HPUMC, 15 Church Street, Hamden, CT  06514 or bring them to 
Sunday worship and leave them in the “touch-less” plate. 
 

PLEASE CONSIDER SENDING A NOTE to any of the folks below who either live alone, have 
care needs, or both.  This list is current as of October 15.  Megan Malanson is tracking 
these contacts.  If you make one and would like to report that to Megan, please reach her at 
megmalanson@yahoo.com.  If there is someone you think should be contacted by the 
pastor, please notify him at brianbodt@sbcglobal.net.  
 

ADDRESSES FOR PEOPLE LIVING ALONE OR WITH CARE NEEDS: 
(Some opted not to be on this list: please contact Pastor with corrections.) 
Bales, Mary, 33 Woodruff Street, #113, Hamden, 06518 
Bogacki, Dorine, 22 Masonic Avenue, Wallingford, 06492 
Gursky, John, 1492 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, 06514 
Hartsoe, Lois, 5324 Ashlar Village, Wallingford, 06492 
Leno, Pat, 850 Mix Avenue, Hamden, 06514 
Maynard, Sandy, 102B Treadwell Street, Hamden, 06514 
Mayo, Elizabeth, 200 Leeder Hill Drive, Apt. 213, Hamden, 06517 
Morrison, Claudette and Jimmy, 112 East Gate Lane, Hamden, 06514 
Pearson, Wilette, 306 Forest Street Ext., Hamden, 06518 
Raccio, Jean and Carmine, 15 Sunrise Cove Road, Branford, 06405 
Reynolds, Marianne, 656 Center Street, Apt. D208, Wallingford, 06492 
Shaw, Rosemary, 345 Fountain Street, Apt. 202, New Haven, 06515 
Williams, Trudy, 41 West Helen Street, Hamden, 06514 
Wycoff, Denise and Pieter, 135 Grandview Avenue, Hamden, 06514 
 

OTHER WAYS TO BE IN MINISTRY AND MISSION DURING THE PANDEMIC: 
 Bring your “Cans for the Congo” during office hours or on Sundays. 
 Send financial gifts for Adopt-a-Family and Christmas stockings.  See the article on 

this change due to COVID-19. 
 Stay abreast of developments by reading your e-mail or checking the website. 
 Read the upcoming Sunday scriptures as an act of spiritual formation. 
 Pray for our church and governmental leaders and our Reopening Team. 
 Serve at “Dinner for a Dollar” (take-out only).  Contact Marty Hartog at 203.506.9788 

or hartogm1@southernct.edu 
 Check in by phone or send a note to someone home-bound or elderly. 
 Continue to mail in your tithes and offerings. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: 
WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY to Christina and Gregg Larrow on the death of her long-time 
family friend, Ron Rory.  Ron was “like an uncle” to Christina.  We also extend our sympathy 
to Rory’s widow, Joyce Fino. 
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Scheduled surgery: Christina Larrow, December 29. 
 

Recovering from surgery: Andy Dukanicz, Rosemary Shaw 
 

Bishop Bickerton, Superintendent Sylvester, and all the pastors and congregations of the 
United Methodist New York Conference. 
 

Our nation; President-elect Biden and Vice-President-elect Harris; President Trump and 
Vice-President Pence; and all elected officials; and for a successful transition of leadership. 
 

Lynn Brantley’s brother Bob, cousin Kim and her family, and Bob’s friend Rob, all testing 
positive for COVID-19.  Bob is in hospital since October 30th with oxygen levels an issue. 
 

The Giannattasio family, friends of Laura and Wray Williams, all with COVID-19. 
 

Ivy, Ramon Delgado’s sister-in-law, potentially exposed to COVID-19. 
 

Aaron Rattley, recovered from recent illness 
 

The Rev. John Marsh, recovering with home therapy 
“Uncle Buck” Malanson, continuing health concerns 
Delores Brittany, great-grandmother of the Ritchie children 
John, partner of Marty Hartog’s niece, recovering from being struck by a car while riding a 
bicycle in New York City, and sustaining damage to his spinal cord 
Jason Calabrese, Stacey Riccardi’s brother, recovering from a stroke. 
James Karpuc and family, friend of Anthony Moore.  James is being treated for brain cancer. 
Laura Williams search for employment. 
Laura and Wray Williams’ dog, with cancer. 
 

BIRTHDAYS: Dorine Bogacki 12/1, Ashlyn Ritchie 12/1, Kyle Kirchoff 12/3,  
Pieter Wyckoff, Jr. 12/5, Sara Stafford 12/6 

 

Nov. 22 ATTENDANCE: 5 (worship team only, no in-person worship) 
27 on Zoom; 29 Program Views; OFFERING: $2,125 

Thanksgiving Offering $665 
 

WORSHIP HOSTS 
 Today November 29th     Next Sunday December 6th    

Liturgist Carol Galloway Preethi Varghese-Joseph 
Song Leader Sheldon Campbell Marty Hartog 

Program Producer George Joseph George Joseph 
Counters Charlotte Sroka 

Lois Fucci 
Charlotte Sroka 

Lois Fucci 
 

Worship live Zoom at 10:15 a.m.  Sundays 
Adult Sunday School at 9 a.m. on Zoom. 

Sunday School for children at 9 a.m. on Zoom. 
Program view of worship later on Sunday. 

 

Minister: All Congregation Members 
Rev. Dr. Brian R. Bodt, Pastor 

Corbin Beisner, Music Minister 
Nancy Estes, Parish Secretary 
Bancroft Nicholson, Sr., Sexton 



 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
December 20, 2020 
6 ½ in pots $9 each 

 
Red ____   White ____ 

 
Pink ____ Marble ____ 

 
Your Name: _______________________________________ 

 
In Honor of: ________________________________________ 

 
In Memory of: ______________________________________ 

 
All orders must be paid to Nancy Estes by December 13th   

(Please make check payable to Nancy Estes,  
drop off in office or mail to:  

35 Newton Street, 2nd fl, Meriden, Ct 06450) 
 
 


