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	 The	good	news	today	is	that	God	continues	to	form	and	
shape	us.		We	are	a	work	in	progress	toward	becoming	
“complete,”	“whole,”	“holy”	and	perfected	in	the	love	of	God	
and	neighbor.		That	is	sanctifying	and	perfecting	grace,	the	final	
installment	of	this	trilogy	of	messages	on	“Amazing	Grace.”	
	

For	those	inclined	to	bemoan	the	declining	state	of	the	
world,	attention	to	news	feeds	will	almost	daily	reveal	the	
heroic	action	of	someone.		Sometimes	they	are	professional	
first-responders.		At	other	times,	they	are	civilians	who	act	
without	thought	or	calculation	to	protect	and	save	life.	
	

	 These	heroes	are	often	modest	and	decry	the	name.		I’ll	
always	remember	the	response	of	Steven	St.	Bernard,	then	a	52	
year	old	bus	driver	for	NY’s	MTA,	who	saved	the	life	of	a	seven	
year	old	girl	in	Coney	Island,	Brooklyn	in	2012.			His	quick	
thinking	broke	her	fall	from	dancing	on	a	third	floor	outside	
air-conditioner.		ABC	News	later	reported	the	girl	as	autistic.	
Eyewitness	Latasha	Marcus	said	the	girl	“hit	the	bushes	and	the	
ground	a	little,	but	not	straight	on	because	of	his	arms.”		
	

	 St.	Bernard	said	he	was	just	in	the	right	place	at	the	right	
time.		He	tore	a	tendon	in	his	left	arm	but	saved	the	young	girl	
from	more	serious	injuries,	or	even	death.		But	his	response	to	
the	news	media	was	mint.			When	called	a	hero,	he	said,	“I’m	
not	a	hero.		A	“hero’s”	a	sandwhich.”	
	

	 That	is	sanctifying	grace	in	action.		Grace,	“God’s	love	
freely	given,”	moves	us	to	individual	and	social	holiness,	lives	
lived	more	and	more	after	the	example	of	Jesus.		One	thing	is	
for	sure:	it’s	hard	to	argue	with	grace	when	a	life	is	saved	and	
the	rescuer	is	a	“St.	Bernard!”	



	 Let’s	review	quickly.		Two	weeks	ago	I	spoke	of	
“prevenient	grace,”	the	love	of	God	given	to	us	before	anything	
we	say	or	do.		Last	week	we	examined	“justifying	grace,”	the	
love	that	pardons	our	sin	and	puts	us,	as	unholy	people,	in	
right	relationship	with	the	holy	God.		Those	sermons	are	on	the	
website.		Now,	the	culmination	of	the	yearning	God	has	for	us	is	
found	in	“sanctifying	and	perfecting	grace,”	God’s	love	that	
shapes	us	in	God’s	image.	
	

	 When	the	Rev.	John	Wesley,	the	Anglican	cleric	whose	
Methodist	societies	became	a	faith	movement,	first	sent	
preachers	to	America	in	the	last	quarter	of	the	18th	century,	he	
did	so	with	this	directive:	their	mission	was	“to	reform	the	
continent	and	spread	scriptural	holiness	throughout	the	land.”		If	
God	is	going	to	revitalize	us,	we	need	that	mission	for	this	
church	and	for	our	nation.		Mr.	Wesley	used	the	phrases	
“scriptural	holiness”	and	“Christian	perfection”	interchangeably.		
Both	reflect	the	on-going	process	of	sanctification,	being	
conformed	to	God’s	image.	
	

	 Please	now	look	at	your	hymnal,	beginning	with	Hymn	
#382	and	continuing	until	Hymn	#536.		This	lengthy	section	
reflects	the	lengthy	process	of	holiness.		It	is	a	life-long	journey.		
When	Methodist	clergy	are	ordained	we	must	answer	many	
questions,	two	of	which	are	“Are	you	going	on	to	perfection?”	
and	“Do	you	expect	to	be	made	perfect	in	love	in	this	life?			The	
correct	answers	to	both	are	“Yes,	by	the	grace	of	God.”		Note	
that	this	does	not	mean	being	perfect,	doing	everything	right.		
We	will	not	do	everything	right.		I	told	my	last	church	that	I	
could	guarantee	them	one	thing,	that	if	I	was	their	pastor	they	
would	not	get	a	perfect	pastor.		I	kept	my	promise	to	them.		I	
give	you	the	same	guarantee.		But	I	am	seeking	Christian	
perfection,	which	is	not	doing	every	thing	right,	but	doing	
every	right	thing.		I	pray	you	will	seek	this,	too.	
	



	 The	early	Methodists	took	this	quite	seriously.		They	met	
weekly	in	classes,	small	groups	of	10-12	followers,	and	held	
each	other	accountable	to	answer	two	questions:	“How	goes	it	
with	your	soul?”	and	“What	works	of	charity	have	you	done?”		To	
get	into	those	meetings,	you	had	to	have	a	ticket.		That’s	right:	a	
ticket	to	get	into	church!		It	showed	that	you	were	a	member	in	
good	standing	in	the	Methodist	society,	that	you	attended	the	
last	Quarterly	Conference	and	conformed	to	Christian	example	
in	heart	and	life.		Today	we	don’t	need	tickets	to	keep	anybody	
out	or	let	anybody	in.		But	we	do	need	what	they	stand	for,	an	
on-going	growth	in	faith	and	service.	
	

	 Sound	like	hard	work?		You	bet	it	is!		If	it	was	easy,	
everyone	would	do	it.		Yet	it	is	the	best	kind	of	work,	because	it	
results	in	the	positive	transformation	of	life,	both	personal	and	
social.		The	personal	is	comprised	of	the	very	things	you’d	
think:	prayer,	Bible	reading	and	study,	public	and	private	
worship	among	them.	
	

	 Social	holiness	is	expressed	by	addressing	social	ills.		
Methodists	have	done	this	from	the	very	beginning,	when	they	
visited	in	the	hospitals	and	prisons	and	progressed	to	
addressing,	in	this	country,	the	social	ills	of	gambling	and	
beverage	alcohol	addiction,	slavery,	child	labor,	world	peace,	
civil	rights,	eradication	of	pornography	and	human	trafficking,		
AIDS,	addictive	drugs,	human	sexuality,	reproductive	rights	
and	nuclear	proliferation,	among	many,	many	others.	
	

	 Some	people	are	uncomfortable	with	the	social	dimension	
to	our	holiness.		They	avoid	it	under	the	guise	of	not	desiring	to	
mix	religion	and	politics.		Let	me	say	two	things	about	that.		
First,	you	can	be	sure	that	politics	has	no	such	scruples,	and	
will	gladly	use	religion	to	sanitize	themselves	and	deeds	
contrary	to	any	reasonable	notion	of	Christianity.		The	recent	
so-called	“border	crisis,”	it’s	projected	hate	toward	people	with	
brown	and	black	skin,	the	separation	of	families	and	placing	



detainees	in	detention	camps	with	filthy	conditions	is	one	such	
example.		There	are	Christian	who	defend	this,	in	direct	
contradiction	of	Christian	scripture	to	“welcome	the	stranger,	
for	by	so	doing	you	may	entertain	angels	unawares”	and	Jesus’	
command	to	“love	your	neighbor	as	yourself,”	and	politicians	
and	government	officials	will	not	hesitate	to	use	these	
Christians	to	further	their	own	ends.		Both	are	a	stench	in	the	
nostrils	of	God.	
	

	 Second,	avoiding	addressing	social	ills	is	not	grounded	in	
any	Wesleyan	notion	of	Christianity.		Our	active	support	of	
Columbus	House	and	our	hospitality	extended	to	multiple	AA	
groups	and	to	the	local	civic	association	are	small	but	
important	examples	of	the	good	we	have	the	means	to	do,	as	
well	as	the	special	offering	we	receive	today	to	support	
migration	advocacy.	
	

	 Someone	may	say	“Fine,	pastor,	but	where	are	these	beliefs	
supported	Biblically?”		Look	now	at	I	Corinthians	15.		Paul	
spends	the	entire	chapter	talking	about	resurrection,	with	the	
first	11	verses	explaining	how	the	resurrected	Christ	appeared	
to	the	earliest	Christians.		Those	named	are	a	“Who’s	Who”	of	
early	Christianity,	ending	with	verses	8-10:	
	

	 Last	of	all,	as	to	one	untimely	born,	he	appeared	also	to	me.		
For	I	am	the	least	of	the	apostles,	unfit	to	be	called	an	apostle,	
because	I	persecuted	the	church	of	God.		But	by	the	grace	of	God	I	am	
what	I	am,	and	his	grace	toward	me	has	not	been	in	vain.		On	the	
contrary,	I	worked	harder	than	any	of	them—though	it	was	not	I,	but	
the	grace	of	God	that	is	with	me.”	
	
	 Paul’s	journey—and	ours—toward	sanctification	began	
by	God’s	acceptance	and	self-acceptance.		Because	he	realized	
God	had	accepted	him	in	spite	of	his	sin,	he	worked	to	share	
the	Gospel.	
	



	 The	second	Biblical	source	for	sanctification	is	found	in	a	
scandal.		Yes,	a	scandal!		A	scandal	that	Hamden	Plains	United	
Methodist	Church	perpetuates	every	single	Sunday!		Look	now	
at	Ephesians	3:2-10.	
	

	 There	were	two	challenges	to	the	faith	community	
addressed	by	the	writer	of	Ephesians.		The	writer	was	either	
Paul	or	his	protégé,	and	the	challenges	were	syncretism	and	
assimilation.		What	do	I	mean?		The	early	Christians	were	Jews.		
Jews	were—and	still	are—concerned	with	“watering	down”	
their	faith	by	combining	other	religious	motifs	(syncretism)	
while	being	absorbed	into	the	majority	culture	(assimilation).		
Religious	and	racial	purity	were	essential.	
	

	 The	scandal	of	the	early	Church,	inspired	by	the	Gospel	of	
Christ’s	sacrificial	love,	was	to	expand	God’s	welcome	to	non-
Jews	(Gentiles).		Look	at	verse	6:	
	

“that	is,	the	Gentiles	have	become	fellow	heirs,	members	of	the	same	
body	and	sharers	in	the	promise	in	Christ	Jesus	through	the	Gospel.”	
	

	 Gentiles	as	well	as	Jews	are	welcome!		The	shock	value	of	
that	scandal	may	be	lost	on	modern	ears.		What	if	I	were	to	say:	
	

	 Protestant	and	Catholic	and	Orthodox	are	welcome.	
	 Liberal	and	conservative	are	welcome.	
	 Democrat,	Republican	and	unaffiliated	are	welcome.	
	 	

People	who	grew	up	on	the	wrong	side	of	the	track	and	
people	who	grew	up	with	every	advantage	are	welcome.			
	

Black	and	brown	and	white	and	people	of	every	rainbow	
color	are	welcome.		Gay	and	straight	and	lesbian	and	bisexual	
and	transgender	are	welcome.		People	who	sing	the	classics	
and	folk	singers	and	country	western	singers	and	people	who	
can’t	carry	a	tune	in	a	bucket	are	welcome.			

	



People	who	can	run	a	7	minute	mile	and	people	whose	
mobility	is	by	cane,	walker	and	wheelchair	are	welcome.				
People	born	and	raised	in	this	church	and	people	“from	away”	
who	love	this	church	are	welcome.		People	whose	faith	is	as	
solid	as	the	“living	stones”	St.	Peter	wrote	about	and	the	
children	studied	about	this	week,	and	people	whose	faith	is	so	
uncertain	that	their	prayer	is	“Lord,	I	believe,	help	thou	my	
unbelief”	are	welcome.	

	

All	are	welcome	for	God	loves	everyone:	no	exceptions!		
My	friends,	this	is	a	scandal!		It’s	not	how	the	world	works.		But	
thanks	be	to	God,	it’s	how	God	works	and	it	is	the	scandal	of	
the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ!	

	

That	scandal	is	why	we	are	here,	because	everyone	is	
indeed	welcome	and	we	know—we	KNOW—when	we	are	at	
our	best	we	most	perfectly	reflect	what	God	intends.		It	
motivates	us	to	act,	action	grounded	on	Romans	12.		Take	a	
look	at	that	with	me	now.	

	

Because	we	are	forgiven,	because	we	are	welcomed,	we	
are	to	“present	your	bodies	as	a	living	sacrifice,	holy	and	
acceptable	to	God,	which	is	your	spiritual	worship.”		Using	his	
familiar	image	of	the	importance	of	the	interrelated	parts	of	
the	body,	he	reminds	us	that	we	all	have	different	gifts	and	all	
are	to	be	offered.		I	have	two	things	I	like	to	say	about	this.		We	
have	enough	diversity	here	to	irritate	everybody;	and	while	
nobody	can	do	everything,	everybody	can	do	something.		This	
is	just	what	it	is	to	offer	diverse	gifts:	we	need	us	all	for	the	
ministry	God	entrusts	to	us.		Sanctifying	grace,	growing	in	
holiness,	is	discerning	and	using	our	many	gifts	for	the	mission	
of	Jesus	Christ.	

	
To	do	that,	we	must	fully	belong	to	Christ.		I’m	sorry	

Marty	Hartog	couldn’t	be	with	us	today,	although	I’m	delighted	
that	he	and	Terri	have	some	time	away	with	friends.		But	I’m	



sorry	because	I’ve	been	inspired	by	a	poem	he	often	quotes,	a	
poem	that	summarizes	far	better	than	my	prose	the	process	of	
sanctifying	grace.		The	poem	is	by	Theodore	Monod	and	is	
entitled	“None	of	Self	and	All	of	Thee,”	and	it	goes	like	this:	
 

O the bitter pain and sorrow 
That a time could ever be 
When I proudly said to Jesus 
“All of self, and none of Thee” 
 
Yet he found me, I beheld him, 
Bleeding on the accursed tree 
And my wistful heart said faintly, 
“Some of self and some of thee.”  

Day by day his tender mercies 
Healing, helping, full and free 
Brought me lower while I whispered 
“Less of self and more of Thee.”  

Higher than the highest heavens 
Deeper than the deepest sea 
Lord Thy love, at last, has conquered: 
None of self, and all of Thee. 

	
	 	
	
	 	


