
  

HAMDEN HAPPENINGS 
October 21, 2021 

The Roses are coming 
 
In life there are so many memories. Some good and some bad. We continue to 
press forward inspired by some hard truths that we’ve learned to live with along 
the way. “Oh she’s always like that” or “yeah he’s never done it that way.”  We 
press forward remembering the joys of battles won and victory’s shared. “Yeah 
thank God  we made it out of there” or “I can’t imagine where we would be if not 
for God.”   
 
At the end of the day, we remember. We remember some good details and we 
forget some bad ones.  We romanticize the story and make it what we want to 
tell others. We add our perspectives which are tied to our personal interest. We 
hold on to good memories and eventually adapt to the reality it has created for 
us. We move from glory to glory, excited about the next great victory God is 



preparing for us. When we lose we learn lessons that give us a sense of 
experience for the future. We feel even more empowered by our toughest 
defeats.  
 
But what if I told you, some of those battles can get in our way. What if I told you 
that some of our past lessons can keep us from taking our greatest test.  I can 
recall moving to a new home and a very nice town as a 14 year old. I was so 
excited to live in this new nice community. The human condition is to learn and 
adapt. As the days drew near for the first day of high school, I felt confident and 
excited. The definition of insanity is doing the same thing and expecting different 
results. I say that because my confidence was actually a defensive mechanism 
to hide my nervousness.  
 
My excitement was also a cover for my knowing I would be one of the only black 
kids in the whole school. Deep down I was armed and ready for war. It was like I 
never left my old neighborhood. Apart of me wanted it to go wrong so I could 
believe what I was already feeling. “These white folks are racist and they don’t 
want me here.”  Well,  maybe God is ready to do his greatest work while we 
expect the same results. “Oh here he goes again talking faith.”   Yes, yes and 
yes.  High school wasn’t a dozen of roses. Well maybe it was. With roses 
comes thorns or should I say with thorns comes roses.  
 
The beginning was rocky, like extremely rocky. My brother and I got expelled 
from school on the first day of classes.  Pricked and hurt by the first touch, that 
was definitely the thorns. You don’t just grab a dozen of long stem roses any old 
kind of way. In time, the beauty became irresistible. I made life long friendships 
through music, sports and audio visual club. My talents and gifts were 
recognized and celebrated. I realized I had more in common than not. The key 
was to focus on the commonality and see the beauty in our differences. 
Remaining present and open to a new perspective is the beginning of true love. 
It’s after the honeymoon stage that you realize the delicacy of roses. Time and 
effort is needed for them to bloom and blossom.  
 
As we remember what was, let us prepare for those coming. The community is 



in desperate need of a place to grow and be nourished. We are the church and 
when all else fails we continue to be a beacon of hope. When society turns 
them away we except them with open arms. For what the enemy meant for evil, 
God can turn it around for good. I challenge you today to look past the 
differences and see the GOD in every and any situation, person, or trial. If God 
did it before, God can do it again.  Remember! 
 
Ephesians 3:20-21 
 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
 
Always Grace, 
Pastor J 

NEW MASK POLICY FOR INDOOR OR OUTDOOR WORSHIP:  

       Hamden Mandate requires masks in all public buildings. 
We ask that you please continue to wear masks all the time.  
 
Adult Sunday School resumed last week, Nursery 9-9:45am 
We’ll continue our study of Anne Lamott’s ‘Traveling Mercies’. We started this 
book in the spring but didn’t quite get through it before summer; so we’’ll 
continue with a discussion of section seven on 10/24.  
Please wear a mask and maintain social distance. 
If you want to join us and need a book, you can order it from Amazon at: 
  
https://www.amazon.com/Traveling-Mercies-Some-Thoughts-
Faith/dp/0385496095/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=traveling+mercies&qid=1
633919405&sr=8-1  
  
Please contact Sheldon.campbell@yale.edu if you have questions.  
  
SUNDAY SCHOOL, at 9 a.m. Please contact Kersten Moore 



at disturbedteacher@gmail.com/203.935.6855 or Lisa Collins 
at collins11902@yahoo.com/203.913.7961. 
 
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY, November 7. We will remember all our friends and 
loved ones we have lost this year during service. Please notify the office with 
your loved ones names by October 31st. Also if you have a photo you would 
like shared at this time, please send it to Nancy Estes in the office 
at secretary.hpumc@gmail.com.  
 
EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
              CONNECTIONAL BIBLE STUDY FELLOWSHIP, meets Tuesday's, 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m., via ZOOM 
             Prayer Team meets Wednesday's, 11 a.m., in-person.   Please contact 
Holly O’Brien for time: hollyobrien@snet.net or 203.506.4822.  
            Choir Rehersal meets Wednesday's, 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
           “Dinner for a Dollar” serves each Saturday, 6 – 7 p.m. Cooking teams, 
3 – 5:30 p.m.; serving teams, 5:30 – 8 p.m.  To assist, sign up 
at https://signup.com/go/LpLESwA or contact Marty Hartog: 203.506.9788 
or hartogm1@southernct.edu. 
           Adherence to safe practices protocols is expected for all in-person 
meetings: facemasks worn, 6 feet social distance maintained, hand-
sanitizer used. 
 
CHURCH CHARGE CONFERENCE, November 14, 2021. ALL leaders please 
have your report filled out and handed in 2 weeks before our November 
7thdeadline to Megan Malanson at megmalanson@yahoo.com. 
 
AND NOW TO THIS SUNDAY, October 24, 2021 
First Week of the Food Drive 

Scriptures: Job 42:1-6, 10-17, Psalm 34:1-8, 19-22, Hebrews 7:23-28, Mark 
10:46-52. Our liturgist will be Brenda Pineau. Song Leader: Sheldon Campbell. 

        The full order of service and weekly notices will be e-mailed.  Please join 
us in person or see the message field of that e-mail to access the Zoom 



and on-line viewing links.   
 
CONNECTIONAL BIBLE STUDY FELLOWSHIP: Every Tuesday, 6:30 - 7:30 
p.m. Via Zoom. Watch for the link sent out on Tuesday’s. ALL are welcome. If 
Interested, contact Pastor J at 475.331.1122 or pastorjj.hpumc@gmail.com. 
 

 
2nd ANNUAL DIAPER DRIVE Our last Diaper Drive  was in January. We have 
decided to have it earlier this year as we have become aware that there is a 
GREAT need this year at the Keefe Center here in Hamden. If you would like to 
donate, you may bring disposable diapers to church on Sunday's, drop off 
during office hours Tuesday – Friday, 9 a.m. to Noon or mail a check payable to 
“HPUMC” with the memo “Diapers” to the church, 15 Church Street, Hamden, 
06514. You may also VENMO donations and be sure to note it is for “Diapers” 

  



 

 
THANKSGIVING BASKET COLLECTION FOR 2021 
It’s that time of year again to start our Thanksgiving baskets. 
We will have bins outside during outdoor worship 
or you may bring items to the office during office hours. 
  
Week One (10-24) Canned Goods, Cranberry Sauce, Coffee, Tea 
Week Two (10-31) Stuffing Mix, Gravies 
Week Three (11-7) Cake Mixes,  Pie Crusts  Pudding Mixes 
Week Four (11-14) Turkey Money   Envelopes Marked: Turkey Money 
We will have a “Blessing of the Food” on Sunday November 21st. 
 
ON-GOING WAYS TO ENGAGE IN CHRIST’S MINISTRY 

• Read the bulletin notices that come electronically each week along 
with the Order of Worship. 

• Attend in-person, or access “live” Zoom worship on Sundays at 
10:15 a.m. 

• If you cannot, view the program later at www.hamdenplainsumc.com 
• Participate in our ministries by mailing in financial gifts, dropping off items 

during office hours (Tues.- Fri., 9:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.) or calling the 
office at 203.248.4654 to request a pick-up. 

Continue to pray for our church. 
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