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   Dear Hamden Plains Church community, 
 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”   
                                                                                      (Hebrews 13:8) 
 

In uncertain times we seek certainty, and no time is has been more 
uncertain in the lifetime of most of us.  Communal health preoccupies the 
news cycles, our sleep patterns, and gives expression to new forms of anxiety.   
These are the fortunate ones.  The unfortunate ones die from COVID-19, 
topping 171,000 Americans at this late August writing. The ripple effects of 
economic slump, job loss and income reduction give rise to desperation.  
“Living while Black” takes on new urgency as a new wave of indefensible 
deaths of Black Americans prompts calls for police accountability and 
systemic change.  A tropical storm turns 21

st
 century technology into a 19

th
 

century junkyard as trees topple poles and down the wires that make our 
electricity and our devices hum.  Fatigue is daily, and understandable. 

 

There is a temptation to look for certain answers.  Some will declare 
this the end times, despite the clear message from Jesus himself that “about 
that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father.” (Mark 13:32)   Some will look to demonize this, that or the 
other group.  To be sure, we must continue to work for justice and equity.  But 
we must do so remembering always that other people are those for whom 
Christ also died, and that people of good will disagree. 

 

I remember well some years ago an angry exchange with my mother.  
As we both aged, we disagreed more than ever about politics, even though we 
concurred on many spiritual matters.  On this particular occasion aspersions 
were cast, voices raised, anger flared.  At the height of anger, the moment 
when this preacher and the mother and sister of preachers were inflamed, my 
father (a man of few words), exclaimed, “Remember the cross!  Remember 
the cross!  Remember the cross!”  And we were silenced. 

 

I do not suggest that people frustrated and threatened by the current 
crises should not be angry and should be silent.  But let us remember the 
cross, the depth of mercy revealed there, and allow that our convictions may 
at least be tinged with pride and sin.  In the words of Charles Wesley,  

 

“There for me the Savior stands,  
shows his wounds and spreads his hands. 

God is love!  I know, I feel; Jesus weeps and loves me still.”  
(Depth of Mercy, UMH #355) 

 

Ah, yes.  Jesus IS the same yesterday and today and forever.      
Thanks be to God! 

 

Your servant in Christ, 
 

Pastor Brian 
 

The Rev. Dr. Brian R. Bodt, Pastor 

The Messenger 

https://www.facebook.com/HamdenPlainsUMC/
https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6


Hamden Plains United Methodist Church, Hamden, Connecticut 

Sunday worship: 9 a.m. on Sunday, September 6
th

 (Labor Day weekend) 

10:15 a.m. beginning Sunday, September 13
th

 

Outside in the parking lot, Pastor Brian Bodt, preaching except Sept. 20. 

Corbin Beisner, Organist and Pianist 

 

Names of liturgists, worship hosts, musicians, cleaning/disinfecting teams and attendance 
clerk are listed elsewhere in this issue. 

 

IF WEATHER THREATENS, NOTICE WILL BE PROVIDED AFTER 7 A.M.  

AT 203.248.4654, www.hamdenplainsumc.com and by e-mail  

as to whether we will cancel outdoor worship that day.  

 

Services will be available later on Sunday at 

                 https://www.youtube.comchannel/UCxwHc1E3YK4W1nHICT5iAA  

or https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6 

with thanks to George Joseph, Producer 

 

September 6
th

  
 
  

 
PENTECOST XIV  

We will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion using individual,  

pre-packaged sealed wafers and cups.  The message “Tuesdays with Morrie”                 

will be based on the book of the same title and Romans 13:8-14 and Matthew  

18:15-20.   

 

September 13
th

     PENTECOST XV 

   “What Does It Take to Forgive?” will be the message based on  Genesis  

                                  50:15-21 and Matthew 18:21-35.  We will celebrate the Order fro Confirmation. 

 

September 20
th

  PENTECOST XVI 

The sermon, “Do You Think It’s Fair?” will be based on Matthew 20:1 – 16.    
Our preacher will be Holly O’Brien, Lay Leader.    

 

September 27
th

    PENTECOST XVII 

“Water from the Rock” will be the message based on Exodus            

17:1-7 and Matthew 21:23-32.   

 
Advance reading of the scriptures is an act of spiritual formation. 

http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com
https://hamdenplainsumc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12565182876d64eae225bbe72&id=6b6af5725e&e=f8d2d5ab98
https://hamdenplainsumc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12565182876d64eae225bbe72&id=1b5d2e0183&e=f8d2d5ab98


PROTOCOLS FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP DURING THE PANDEMIC 
 

Worship will be continued outdoors in September 

Starting September 13th  

Children’s Sunday School will meet outdoors at 9 a.m. 

Adult Sunday School will meet via Zoom 9 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. 

Worship at 10:15 a.m.  
 

In the event of rain, public worship is cancelled with  

notification by e-mail, website and church answering machine. 
 

If you are sick, for the good of yourself and others, please remain home. 

If you are in a high-risk category, we urge you to consider worshipping remotely. 
 

Please remember to bring your mask.  If you do not have a mask, one will be provided. 

All worshippers, excepting children under 2 years old, must wear a mask.   

If you cannot wear a mask, please use our on-line worship option. 
 

Please remember to bring a portable chair.  If you forget, a metal chair will be provided. 

Worshippers will be seated observing physical distancing of six feet, except for family groups. 

Worshippers may also remain in their cars in designated areas. 
 

Bulletins will be available or you may print them at home but they will not be handed out. 
 

Touch-less collection of “Noisy Offering” and tithes and offerings will be used. 
 

Holy Communion will be in pre-packaged individual cups. 
 

There will be no Fellowship Time, Children’s Message or Passing the Peace. 
 

Following worship, please DO NOT assist in taking down the worship space.   

Persons are already designated to do these tasks.   

If you would like to be added to those persons, please speak to Pastor Brian. 

Additional hands on the worship items increases the chance of the spread of infection. 
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                    THE IMPORTANCE OF SAFE PROTOCOLS 

Our Church Reopening Team expects we follow Protocols for Public Worship during 

the Pandemic.  I cannot emphasize strongly enough how critical this is.   

Here are some of the topics we discussed: 

 Wearing face masks properly, above the nose, is mandatory.  If one’s face mask is worn out, we can 

provide another.  

 Social distancing of six feet or more must be observed, not only in seating, but in speaking and informal 

conversation after worship.   

 Entering the church building must be only with the knowledge of the Worship Host and only for the 

purpose of using the restroom. 

 Worshippers must NOT help to put things away after worship, which includes metal folding chairs for 

those who do not bring a chair.  We have designated people who break down, clean and disinfect.  If you 

want to be part of those tasks, speak with me and we will arrange it if appropriate. 
 

I recognize that learning new behaviors is not easy.  I recognize that it is easy to become complacent when 

infection rates are low, as they are currently in Connecticut.  But this virus is deadly.  We can continue to meet 

publicly if we remain vigilant about the safe practices.  But if we cannot learn new behaviors to keep 

ourselves and each another safe, then INDOOR worship when the weather turns cold will simply not be 

possible.  In addition to my comments and printed materials, members of the Reopening Team will provide 

guidance and reminders each Sunday.                         Pastor Brian Bodt 



BY THE NUMBERS 
 

     As those receiving our weekly August 5th edition of the “Hamden Happenings” know, the pandemic has led to 

an increased exposure of people to our congregation’s ministry. 
 

     The chart below was prepared by George Joseph, who has tracked our virtual attendance since we began on 

March 15.  “YT views” are the number of devices that logged on to the YouTube video of our recorded worship 

through June 28.  This cannot record the actual number of people viewing the worship, since more than one person 

may be watching on a particular “view.”  By comparison to 2019, our in-person average attendance for the year 

was 47 people. 
 

     Since July 5th, our average in-person summer attendance is 43.2.  To this we add an average of 10 “Zoom” 

views (people viewing the service live) and an average of approximately 35 YouTube views (devices watching the 

recording worship), for a total average viewership of at least 88 people, with the understanding that both forms of 

virtual worship can only count the devices viewing us and not actual people.  All this compares to an in-person 

2019 summer average of 37.8. 
 

     

 

 

 Exactly what we do 

with these numbers 

remains to be seen, but 

certainly the opportunity 

to share the Gospel with 

a wider audience is a 

privilege.  Please 

encourage people you 

meet who may be 

looking for hope and 

encouragement in these 

tough times to visit us if 

their health allows; or 

worship with us on-

line.  Who knows what 

seed will be planted 

because you extended 

an invitation? 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Brian Bodt 
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Data as of 8/12/2020, 11:15am    

File YT Views Zoom Notes 

March 15 Sunday Service 18   Live Inside 

March 22 Sunday Service - Gospel + Sermon Only 41   Live Inside 

March 22 Sunday Service - Except Gospel + Sermon 22   Live Inside 

March 29 Sunday Service 133   Prerecorded 

April 5 Palm Sunday Service 85   Prerecorded 

April 5 Palm Sunday Service - Sermon Only 22   Prerecorded 

April 9 Maundy Thursday Service 51   Prerecorded 

April 10 Good Friday Prayer Vigil 43   Prerecorded 

April 10 Good Friday Service 76   Prerecorded 

April 12 Easter Sunday Service 122   Prerecorded 

April 12 Easter Sunday Service - Sermon Only 32   Prerecorded 

April 19 Sunday Service 59   Prerecorded 

April 26 Sunday Service 54   Prerecorded 

May 3 Sunday Service 69   Prerecorded 

May 10 Sunday Service 53   Prerecorded 

May 17 Sunday Service 57   Prerecorded 

May 24 Sunday Service 52   Prerecorded 

May 31 Sunday Service 80   Prerecorded 

June 7 Sunday Service 100   Prerecorded 

June 14 Sunday Service 56   Prerecorded 

June 21 Sunday Service 78   Prerecorded 

June 28 Sunday Service 62   Prerecorded 

July 5 Sunday Service 44 2 Live Outside (46) 

July 12 Sunday Service 34 7 Live Outside (40) 

July 19 Sunday Service 44 20 Live Outside (34) 

July 26 Sunday Service 28 17 Live Outside (44) 

August 2 Sunday Service 31 4 Live Outside (49) 

August 9 Sunday Service 19 8 Live Outside (47) 

August 16 Sunday Service 23 28 Rain recorded (9) 
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CHURCH COUNCIL PROPOSAL 

Hamden Plains United Methodist Church, Hamden, Connecticut 

August 11th, 2020 

References to “BOD” are The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 
 

BACKGROUND: On December 20, 2015, a new governance structure was adopted for Hamden Plains United 

Methodist Church on recommendation of its former Church Council at their November 24, 2015 meeting.  The 

proposed structure responded to declining numbers of church members available and willing to serve in elected 

positions; and the expectation that “cutting down on meetings would free people to do the work of the 

ministries.” (HPUMC Church Council minutes, 9/22/15).  Two aspects of the proposal (a) combined the functions 

of the Finance Committee, Board of Trustees and Church Council in an “Administrative Team” and (b) created a 

“Quarterly all-Church meeting.” 
 

EXPERIENCE: This model of governance has not served as well as its adopters conceived.  The Quarterly all-

Church meeting appears to have happened only a few times before lapsing, perhaps in part because no provision was 

made for who was responsible to call such a meeting.  It also had no governing authority. 
 

Combining the functions of Finance, Trustees and Church Council into a single entity has concentrated too much 

responsibility into the hands of too few people.  The Church Council functions, described in BOD Par. 252, are 

essentially adrift as separate entities without the coordinated oversight, accountability and internal communication 

that a Church Council would typically provide.  For example, our recently conducted revitalization process, 

especially the process authorized by Church Conference on May 9th, 2019, would typically have been guided by, 

and accountable to, a Church Council.  Absent that, the pastor took responsibility for guiding the process. 
 

While those serving on Administrative Team have performed admirably, the responsibilities are simply too great for 

a committee of 11 people (9 elected and the Lay Leader and Pastor as ex officio). 
 

PROPOSAL: Moved, at a Church Conference (BOD Par. 248) on August 30th, 2020: 
 

1. That a separate Church Council be established for Hamden Plains United Methodist Church, with structure 

and responsibilities detailed in BOD Par. 252. 

2. That the Council meet at least quarterly, with a suggested schedule of September, December, March and 

June. 

3. That the Council be comprised of the offices below.  The first set of offices is listed in BOD Par. 252.5; the 

second set is referenced in the same paragraph and listed in general terms in BOD 243. Specific offices are 

derived from current HPUMC practice.  The names of persons currently serving in those offices are noted in 

(parentheses): 
 

BOD Par. 252.5: 

Chairperson 

Lay Leader (Holly O’Brien) 

Chairperson or representative of pastor-parish relations (Megan Malanson or rep.) 

Chairperson or representative of the committee on finance (Marty Hartog or rep.) 

Chairperson or representative of the board of trustees (Marty Hartog or rep.) 

The church treasurer (Portia Antwi) 

A lay member to annual conference (Holly O’Brien (primary) or Carol Galloway (alternate) 

The president and/or a representative of the United Methodist Men 

The president and/or a representative of the United Methodist Women 

A young adult representative 

A representative of the United Methodist Youth 

The pastor (Rev. Dr. Brian Bodt) 
continued on page 6 
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Continued from page 5 

BOD Par. 243: 

Worship Chair (Holly O’Brien) 

Co-Membership Secretaries (Nancy Estes and Carol Galloway) 

Co-Christian Education Chairs (Kersten Moore and Lisa Collins) 

Missions (Charlotte Sroka) 

Stewardship 

Congregational Care Committee (Lois Fucci and Megan Malanson) 

Prayer Ministry (Holly O’Brien) 

Financial Secretary (Terri Bennett) 

Book of Remembrance (Lois Fucci and Charlotte Sroka) 

Pumpkin Patch (Megan Malanson and Nancy Estes) 

Women’s Group: (Holly O’Brien) 

Fellowship Time (Carol Galloway) 

Church Picnic and Cookie Walk (Laura Williams) 

At-large members as desired 
 

Although not anywhere prescribed, the Church Council should also have a secretary. 
 

4. That once constituted, the offices of the Church Council will be filled by election at a Church/Charge 

Conference on recommendation of the Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development per BOD 

Par. 258 (at HPUMC, the Leadership Team). 

5. Council will be convened by its chair or the pastor in accordance with the suggested schedule and the 

authority conferred in BOD Par. 252.3. 

6. Expectations of Council members will be to be present to the best of their abilities and to present a written 

report from their ministry area at least one week prior to the scheduled meetings. 

7. That the portions of the document entitled “New Church Leadership Structure Proposed” be readopted (a) 

to include an Administrative Team which combines the responsibilities of Trustees and Finance, formed in 

three annual classes of three persons each, the Lay Leader and a Chairperson (11 people) and (b) a 

Leadership Team which combines the responsibilities of Staff-Parish Relations and Nominations with 

three annual classes of two persons each and a Chairperson.  The Lay Leader and Pastor are ex-officio 

members of these Teams. 

8. That the Administrative Team, in its Board of Trustee role, elect a vice-chairperson and secretary as 

detailed in BOD Par. 2530.2. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

The Leadership Team: Megan Malanson, Chair; Lois Fucci, Charlotte Sroka, John Brantley, Bill Welch, Kersten 

Moore, Lay Leader Holly O’Brien and Pastor Brian Bodt. 

The Administrative Team:  Marty Hartog, Chair; Kirby Stafford, Nancy Campbell, Bancroft Nicholson, Sr., 

Sarah Secl, Janine Fiorillo, Portia Antwi, George Joseph, Ramon Delgado, Jr., Lay Leader Holly O’Brien and 

Pastor Brian Bodt 

Hamden Plains United Methodist Church, Hamden, Connecticut 

Pastor Brian will be away from September 18 -26. 

Please contact Holly O’Brien at 203.506.4822  

and she will contact the covering Pastor, or leave a 

message on the church answering machine. 
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SELF-QUARANTINING IS PART OF SAFE PRACTICES 

 

 As part of HPUMC’s observance of safe practices 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, we want to remind our 
members and friends of the importance of self-quarantining 
after travel to states with higher-than-acceptable positivity 
rates. 

 

 On July 21, Governor Lamont’s Executive Order 7111 requires a mandatory two-week self-
quarantine for travelers from states with high COVID-19 levels.  This applies to residents of those 
states; and Connecticut residents traveling from those states after visits of 24 hours or more.  The 
details, including those states from which travelers must self-quarantine and potential penalties for 
non-compliance, may be found on a “Google” search, www.google.com, then typing in “CT self-
quarantine rules” and then click on “Travel advisory for visitors to CT.” 

 

 Connecticut enjoys one of the lowest COVID-19 rates in the nation because of our adherence 
to safe practices.  Hamden Plains United Methodist Church’s continued ability to gather publicly 
depends on the same discipline.  It isn’t always easy.  For me, the Governor’s order came the week 
before planned visits to my family in Maryland.  I didn’t go.  For the same reason, travel Carol and I 
have planned later this month will only be in Connecticut or to those states not on the self-
quarantine list. 

 

 The health of our fellow citizens and fellow parishioners depends on each of us.  Thanks in 
advance for limiting travel, self-quarantining when required, and keeping up the good fight against 
this pandemic that has claimed so many lives. 

      Pastor Brian Bodt 

PREPARING FOR INSIDE WORSHIP 

Meetings, held on August 11
th
, determined that we will continue to worship 

outside during September.  To determine when to move inside we will need to 
do several things.  Here’s how you can help: 

 Determine our lowest comfortable temperature for outside worship.  Please share your opinion 
with Worship Chair Holly O’Brien at 203.506.4822 or hollyobrien@snet.net 

 Increase our number of cleaning/disinfecting teams.  We currently have 5 teams of two.  We will 
need an additional 5 teams of two.  If you are willing to be trained and serve once a month, 
please contact Pastor Brian (203.747.1781 or brianbodt@sbcglobal.net) or Sheldon Campbell 
(203.430.3782 or Sheldon.campbell@yale.edu).  

 Inform the congregation that we will need to perform temperature checks prior to entering the 
sanctuary and to recruit people willing assist doing it.  We will provide the necessary Personal 
Protective Equipment.  If you are willing to consider this, contact Carol Galloway at 
203.687.6225 or carol9996@hotmail.com. 

http://www.google.com
mailto:hollyobrien@snet.net
mailto:brianbodt@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Sheldon.campbell@yale.edu
mailto:carol9996@hotmail.com


WANT TO VIEW OUR ON-LINE WORSHIP  

COACHING TO ACCESS ON-LINE WORSHIP: If you would like to have 
assistance in accessing “live” but remote worship through Zoom, or assistance in 
how to access recorded worship, please contact George Joseph 
(dgjoseph.home@gmail.com or 203.675.3595) or Carol Galloway 
(carol9996@hotmail.com or 203.687.6225).  They have coached others since we 
began our broadcast ministry and would be happy to assist you.  
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“A promise made is a debt unpaid….” 
 

….wrote Robert Service in “The Legend of Sam McGee.”  Promises – 
“covenants,” to use a Biblical word – are at the heart of human and 
divine relationships.  In 2020, Hamden Plains kept a promise made in 
2018. 
 

One of the promises United Methodist churches make is called “Shared Ministry Apportionments” or 
“apportionments” for short.  As United Methodists, we believe that our ministry is not limited to our local 
church, but extended in “connectional ministry” wherever United Methodist churches are.  These 
connectional ministries support schools, hospitals, seminaries and crisis and disaster relief, as well as 
the salaries of bishops, district superintendents and Conference staff.  In other words, United Methodist 
churches support one another! 
 

Shared Ministry Apportionments are determined annually based on a formula based on program 
expenses, including staff salaries, but not operational (building and maintenance) expenses of the local 
church 
 

In 2018, for the first time in our leaders’ collective memory, we were unable to pay our Shared Ministry 
Apportionments.  We paid only one month of 12 that year, leaving unpaid apportionments of $13,898. 
 

In early 2019, our Administrative Team committed to paying these apportionments “as funds become 
available” (Administrative Team minutes, January 10, 2019).  At the end of July, 2020, we made our 
last payment on the 2018 apportionments, completing our promise to our brother and sister United 
Methodist congregations. 
 

Your support made this possible!  We did this through several special gifts committed to 
apportionment payment, as well as prudent management of your pledges and regular faithful gifts by 
our Administrative Team.  This occurred while also paying our 2019 apportionments in full and paying 
ahead on 2020 apportionments (58% due, 67% paid at the end of July, 2020). 
 

As well as to all our giving families, I want to extend special thanks to Administrative Team Chair Marty 
Hartog and our two treasurers, Janine Fiorillo (2019) and Portia Antwi (2020) for their attention to this 
important promise; as well as the whole Administrative Team. 
 

To God be the glory! 
 

Pastor Brian Bodt 

mailto:dgjoseph.home@gmail.com
mailto:carol9996@hotmail.com


 

 

 

WORSHIP TIME will remain 9 a.m. through Sunday, September 6.   

Beginning September 13, it will move to 10:15 a.m. 

Sunday School will begin at 9 a.m. outside in the parking lot. 

Adult Sunday School will still meet via Zoom at 9 a.m. -9:45 a.m. 
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Pumpkin Patch Update 
 
Normally, at this time of year we are making plans to open 
the HPUMC Pumpkin Patch and are recruiting volunteers. 
In consultation with Pastor Brian and other church 
leaders, the decision has been made to not open the 
Pumpkin Patch this year. There were several factors that 
went into making the decision. Purchasing the pumpkins 
is a big financial commitment by the church and the 
Corona virus creates too much uncertainty. There is no 
guarantee that we can safely sell the pumpkins or sell the 
pumpkins at all in October. It is my hope that next year the 
HPUMC Pumpkin Patch will return and continue to be an 
outreach ministry. 
 
Stay Safe, 
 

Megan Malanson 
Pumpkin Patch Chair 

September meeting schedule: 

Thursday, September 3, 6:30 p.m. Worship Committee 

                                          7 :30 p..m . Leadership Team  

                                                         (restricted to elected members only) 

Wednesday, September 9, 1:00 p.m.  Women’s Group 

Thursday, September 10, 7:30 p.m.  Administrative Team 



Hello Sunday School Families! 
  
                We are looking forward to starting a new year of Sunday 
School Classes. The Sunday School teachers have missed being able 
to see you in person. 
                This year will look a little differently. Co-Education Chairs 
Kersten Moore and Lisa Collins have met to put plans in place to 
ensure that Sunday school can continue this year.  With school back in 

session and church services continuing outside, Sunday school will meet outside each week as long 
as weather allows. This will allow us to meet in person but keep a safe social distance. If this plan 
needs to change, it will be communicated. 
               Students will be asked to bring a towel or chair each week to sit on. This will make the 
outside area a little more comfortable. Snacks and drinks will not be provided so please bring a 
water bottle with you to class. Please eat before coming to class. 
                Families will need to register their children.  Please fill out the registration form below and 
return to us by September 6

th
 in order for us to have supplies ready.  Upon completion of Sunday 

School Registration, each family will be given a Sunday school bag. This will contain: crayons, 
colored pencils, pencils/erasers, glue sticks, paper, a clip board, crafts for the fall and a copy of the 
needed curriculum being used. We will ask that this bag be brought back-and-forth each week with 
your child. It will allow participation with minimal contact of supplies. There will be no sharing of 
materials outside of family groups. 
                Your child will be required to wear a mask. Please make sure that the mask is on properly 
covering the nose and mouth when your child leaves the car. We will have adult and child sized 
disposable face masks if needed. As with church services, if your child is not feeling well, has a fever 
or has been knowingly exposed to someone with COVID-19; please keep them home. This will allow 
us to continue in person classes. 
                Classes will begin on Sunday, September 13, 2020 at 9 a.m.  Moving forward all classes 
will begin at the 9 a.m. time.  If the weather does not cooperate and it is raining we will cancel. There 
is a chance that mornings will be on the cooler side, please dress appropriate in layers. Information 
about cancellations will be posted on the church website. As long as we have cell phone numbers, we 
will also send a text alert to families. 
                 We understand that not all students will be present every week due to various concerns, 
please use your judgment as a family. We hope to see everyone on the 13

th
. 

                 Thank you for your continued support. If you have any questions, please reach out. 
                    Co- Education Chairs, 
                    Kersten Moore- disturbedteacher@gmail.com or 203-935-6855 
                    Lisa Collins- collins11902@yahoo.com or 203-913-7961  

Please contact the church office for Sunday school registration form. 
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Our church directory is still on it’s way. Due to pandemic circumstances, the 

Lifetouch  offices were closed. They have reopened and we should have our 

directories by the end of September. 

If you have not received your pictures or there was a problem with your order,  

please contact Nancy Estes at secretary.hpumc@gmail.com  or 203.248.4654. 

mailto:disturbedteacher@gmail.com
mailto:collins11902@yahoo.com
mailto:secretary@HPUMC.comcastbiz.net


Help with Online Ministry 
Since March, HPUMC has been building its online ministry by recording and broadcasting 

worship services. In June, through the generosity of the New York Conference and the 

congregation, HPUMC purchased new audio and video equipment to continue to build this 

ministry. This new effort has meant that each week, 75+ worshippers “attend” service either 

in person, through the Zoom broadcast, or by viewing the service on YouTube. Many 

worshippers who cannot or should not join the public worship due to their health 

vulnerabilities are able to participate in the church community. Now we need your time and talent to help 

us. Are you interested in helping to record and broadcast the service on Sundays? You will be provided training 

on how to use the video camera to record the service. You would not be responsible for editing or posting the 

videos. If this is something you can help with, please contact Pastor Brian or George Joseph 

at dgjoseph.home@gmail.com .  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your health is compromised or you are in an at-risk group, please continue to enjoy our on-line worship 

option.  We will now be printing the following in each Thursday’s message field when we email the weekly 

bulletin and notices, to ease access for our members and friends.   

  
Recording on HPUMC YouTube Channel:  

      https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA or https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6 
     (Sunday service recording will be posted as early as Sunday at 7:00pm or late as Monday at 7:00pm) 
  
Contact George Joseph at dgjoseph.home@gmail.com or 203.675.3595 if you need help. 
  
               If weather is questionable, call 203.248.4654 after 7 a.m. Sunday; or watch for a weather e-mail; or 
check www.hamdenplainsumc.com.  We will cancel if it rains but worship will be recorded and online later in 
the day.   
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UPPER ROOM DISCIPLINES, 2021 

 A few extra copies of The Upper Room Disciplines, 2021 are still available.  
This daily devotional book follows the readings we use each Sunday in worship.  The 
pre-publication price of $10.50 with free shipping is available on a first-come, first-
served basis.  The publication price is $14.99 plus shipping.  If you are interested in 
receiving a copy, please contact Pastor Brian (brianbodt@sbcglobal.net or 
203.747.1781).  Copies will be delivered in mid-September. 

mailto:dgjoseph.home@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA
https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6
mailto:dgjoseph.home@gmail.com
http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com/
mailto:brianbodt@sbcglobal.net


WE ARE BACK!! 
By Nancy Estes 

This month has given us beautiful weather each Sunday, except 
August 16th. Due to the impending rain, the call was made to NOT 
have outdoor worship. Everything went smooth. Worship leaders 
got the word out by 7:30 a.m. through email and posting on our 
website. Our Worship assistants were still here to record Live and 
service was able to be viewed through Zoom.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday July 26th, we honored our High School and College Graduates. 

See their interviews in the YouTube video from June 21st  

Look  
what  
you 

missed 
this 

month 

September 2020                          Page 12 

Aaron Rattley graduated from 

Southern Connecticut State 

University.  He is the son of Carol 

Galloway and Pastor Brian. Meaghan Cameron graduated 

from Sacred Heart Academy, 

She is the daughter of Annette 

and Russell Cameron. 

Mariah Brantley graduated 

from Sacred Heart Academy. 

She is the daughter of John 

and Lynn Brantley. 

Not present on July 26th: 

Morgan Collins 

graduated from Hamden 

Middle School. She is the 

daughter of Greg and Lisa 

Collins. 

Matthew Moreira 

graduated from Hamden 

Middle School. He is the 

son of Allison Moreira. 



The “October Messenger”                                  

deadline is Sunday, Sept. 20th  

(always the third Sunday of the 

preceding month).   

Please submit articles electronically 

(preferred) to  secretary.hpumc@gmail.com or 

hard copy to Nancy at the church office (Tues, 

Wed., Thurs., 9 am – Noon) or by USPS at 15 

Church Street, Hamden, CT  06514 

VIDEO WORSHIP 

MATERIAL DEADLINE:  

For some time, the deadline for 

material for our weekly printed 

bulletin has been on 

Wednesdays at Noon.  We are 

now adding to that same deadline, video worship 

material, to be sent to George Joseph 

at dgjoseph.home@gmail.com.  Anyone recording 

remotely - liturgists, musicians, children's messages 

- are asked to submit by that deadline so that the 

editing and posting process will not be delayed.  

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  

SCHEDULING CONFIRMATION 
 

Confirmation will be held  
Tuesdays 5 - 6 p.m.  

on Zoom beginning September 8 
 

      I am currently aware that Perjah Delgado, Asher Joseph 
and Mahalia Keller are eligible.  If you, or someone in your 
household, is entering the 8th grade or older and has not yet 
been confirmed, please contact me 
at brianbodt@sbcglobal.net or 203.747.1781 so that I can 
communicate with you about scheduling and lesson plans. 
 
Blessings in the Christian journey, 
 
Pastor Brian 

COVENANT DISCIPLESHIP TO RESUME SEPTEMBER 8 
 

Our Covenant Discipleship class will resume September 8 with a time of 
reconnecting and prayer.  This group is an experience of youth and adult study led 
by Pastor Brian.  Sessions are from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. most Tuesdays.  Sessions will 
be conducted remotely by Zoom, which can be accessed with a computer or a cell 
phone that can access email. 

 

Our first study will begin September 22 and end November 10 with an eight week study on the Gospel 
of Matthew.  This was chosen as a follow up on our study of Mark, since Matthew uses Mark for some 
of his Gospel; and because Matthew is the Gospel we are reading on Sundays through the end of 
November.  Study guides are $13.50 each.  Scholarship help is available with a confidential contact 
with Pastor Brian. 
 

The study beginning November 17 will be on "forgiveness."  Individuals not currently part of Covenant 
Discipleship are welcome to join at the beginning of each study cycle.  Additional studies will be 
announced in 2021.   Please express your interest to Pastor Brian at 203.747.1781 
or brianbodt@sbcglobal.net.  
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Rev. Alpher Sylvester, 

Superintendent 

Connecticut District 

20 Broadfield Road 

Hamden, CT 06517 

Phone: (914) 615-2227 

CTdistrict@nyac-umc.com 

Web 

site: www.CTDistrictUMC.org 

New York Conference of The 

United Methodist Church 

Sermon manuscripts are available on our website.  

You may also contact Nancy Estes in the church office to obtain a copy or view 

them on our website, www.hamdenplainsumc.com. 

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors. 
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Please Join Us For Our  

2020 CT District Conference 

Sunday, September 27, 2020 

4:30 PM - 6:30 PM 

Via Zoom 

All Pastors and Lay Members of Conference are 
strongly encouraged to be on the call. 

        All others are encouraged as well.  

A fifteen (15) minute rehearsal for voting at Annual Conference 

(strongly recommended) will begin sharply at 4:35 PM, after 

which, we will commence our District Conference. 

*Note: After registering, you will receive an email prior to the day of 

the conference containing information about joining the meeting. 

Please click on the button below to register: 

https://ny-reg.brtapp.com/2020ConnecticutDistrictConference#  

We're looking forward to seeing you there. 

In Connecticut, After God, We Put People First! 

mailto:ctdistrict@nyac-umc.com
https://ny-email.brtapp.com/!xfEXLahjbQO7wQl-23-9sM5TjyUnW+cineQKHmgcQ1u3wjB2Lo1GNjEuTaV4Kvmzw
https://ny-email.brtapp.com/!I56YeWVUiBjdSsvwqNGorvjTrD3-xzA2RbHOcMfia1ZS8b+9HjcNtVHyMyVqNtumw
http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com
https://ny-reg.brtapp.com/2020ConnecticutDistrictConference#


Faith Matters:  

Some problems require unconventional solutions 

By the Rev. Brian R. Bodt 

Published in the New Haven Register, Sunday, August 9, 2020  

“Where’s the horseshoe, Grandpa?” 
        Overhearing this innocent question from a doe-eyed five-year-old to her grandfather made me 
laugh out loud as I stood at Horseshoe Curve near Altoona, Pa. My wife, Carol, and I stop there often 
to take a break from the eight-hour drive to visit our son at the University of Pittsburgh. On this 
occasion, we spent an hour watching several of the 40 daily freight trains that traverse this narrow pass 
through the Appalachian Mountains on the main rail line between Philadelphia and Chicago. (Yes, I am 
an unrepentant train enthusiast!) 

 

“Where’s the horseshoe, Grandpa?” 
      It was right in front of her, the tracks wrapping around us as one train, 12 engines strong, 
thundered past. Horseshoe Curve bears its name because the railroad is in the shape of a horseshoe 
as it makes its way around the sides of the mountains surrounding the Kittanning Valley and the 
Altoona City Reservoir. 
 

“Where’s the horseshoe, Grandpa?” 
       Horseshoe Curve solved an “unsolvable” problem by using an unconventional solution: instead of 
going straight from Point A to Point B, The Curve took an indirect but gentler route to get to the same 
place. J. Edgar Thompson’s 1854 design, called by some “The Eighth Engineering Wonder of the 
World,” allowed the railroad to get through the mountains and reduced travel time from days to hours. 
(Visit www.railroadcity.com and scroll to “Horseshoe Curve” for engineering details.) 

 

“Where’s the horseshoe, Grandpa?” 
        Solving challenges is a part of ministry, and one way is to use unconventional solutions. In the 
face of the COVID-19 pandemic, many churches, including our own, have changed - literally overnight 
- from having no broadcast ministry to streaming worship on Zoom, Facebook and YouTube. Worship 
in our congregation has been shortened for the new medium and is outside during July and August. 
Our “Dinner for a Dollar” feeding ministry adapted to “takeout only” while following Quinnipiack Valley 
Health District guidelines for safe food handling. Church meetings and study groups met on Zoom. As 
we prepare now to return to our building, we have teams trained to clean and disinfect after each use. 
None of these challenges was anticipated six months ago. Responding to all of them has required 
flexibility. Overcoming these challenges has required, and will continue to require, decisions by church 
leaders to adapt and not become fossilized by ineffective strategies or hoping that the challenges will 
just go away. 
 
 

“Where’s the horseshoe, Grandpa?” 
        The horseshoe - unconventional solutions to our ministry and life challenges - is likely right in front 
of us. Solutions mean being bold to ask for help and to (re-)appropriate the spiritual riches entrusted to 
us. When the world says, “You’re crazy,” the apostle says, “I will pour out my Spirit” (Acts 2:17b). When 
the world says, “Hurry up,” God says, “Nor are your ways my ways” (Isaiah 55:8b). When the world 
says, “That’s impossible,” Jesus says, “for God all things are possible.” (Matthew 19:26b) 
 

        “Where’s the horseshoe?” It is a telephone call, a text, an email, a conversation and, most 
importantly, a prayer away. 
             The Rev. Dr. Brian R. Bodt is pastor of  
                    Hamden Plains United Methodist Church in Hamden, www.hamdenplainsumc.com. 
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TAKE OUT ONLY FOR NOW 
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Serving the residents of Columbus House: Since the pandemic in March, we have 

been unable to serve “in-person”. We continue to support Columbus House with a 

monthly donation for this ministry. We will let our teams know when we can resume 

in-person serving.  

MISSIONS 
Donations for the food pantry have been way down. We started collecting a specific item 

each month. 

Missions would like to thank everyone for their contributions during this hard time for 

the Hamden Food Bank.  

In September we will be collecting cereal, pop tarts, breakfast bars, etc.. Non-food items 

are always needed.  Please place all donations in the collection basket in the Narthex during office hours any 

Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday 9 am to Noon. 

We will also have a box in the parking lot on Sunday mornings for drop off . 

Thank You! The Mission committee 

September 2020                          Page 17 

Beware of Phone Scams 
 

Social Security Spoofing Calls 
 

There has been a significant uptick in fraudulent telephone calls from people 

claiming to represent the Social Security Administration [SSA]. In them the caller 

threatens victims that they face arrest or other legal action if they fail to call a 

provided number or press the number indicated in the message to address the issue. 

Sometimes the scammers switch tactics and say they want to help an individual 

activate a suspended Social Security number. If you receive one of these calls, Hang 

Up!!! Know that the SSA rarely contacts persons by phone unless you have ongoing 

business with them and they Never make threats about arrest or legal action. report suspicious calls to the SSA 

office or inspector general at 1-800-269-0271. 
 

Grandparent Scams 
 

This has been around for several years. In this scam a person calls and pretends to be a grandchild in trouble and 

needing money immediately. The Federal Communications Committee warns that you should not act right 

away. Call the grandchild back on a correct phone number and verify their whereabouts. If you have mailed 

cash, report it right away to the Postal Service or shipping company you used. Some people have been able to 

stop delivery by acting quickly and giving a tracking number. Be sure to also file a complaint to the Federal 

Trade Commission at FTC.gov/complaint. 
 

Natural Disasters 
 

We have just suffered the effects of storm Isaias. Only work with reputable agencies after a natural disaster. 

Unfortunately, natural disasters are a golden opportunity for scammers, who target those affected. Scams 

typically start with unsolicited phone calls, social media, email or in person. Scammers may impersonate 

charities to get money or private information from well meaning consumers. Be careful and check with the 

Better Business Bureau to ascertain their legitimacy before hiring repair services and tree removal services. 
 

Be well dear friends. My family are new attendees to Hamden Plains UMC so don't know most of the members 

who will read this but please know that I care. 
 

Submitted by: 

Brenda Pineau R. N. 



CHURCH REOPENING STAFFING:   

 If you are willing to consider serving on a cleaning/disinfecting team, please 
contact Sheldon Campbell at 203.430.3782 or sheldon.campbell@yale.edu. 

 If you are willing to consider assisting with our video and sound production 
of worship, please contact George Joseph at 203.675.3595 or 
dgjoseph.home@gmail.com. 

EXPRESSIONS OF THANKS: 

Charlotte Sroka and Bancroft Nicholson for cleaning up the debris in the 
parking lot after Isaias so we could have our outdoor worship space.  

Please send in special 

achievements so we may 

acknowledge those who have 

excelled above and beyond.  

 

Also if you would like prayers for 

anyone drop us a note with their name 

and reason for the prayer. 

Send to: secretary.hpumc@gmail.com 

or leave a note in the collection plate for the 

secretary. 

You can always let Pastor Brian know also. 

“Dinner for a Dollar” 

serves take-out only from 6 – 7 p.m. following 
Quinnipiack Valley Health District guidelines.  
Cooking teams work 3 – 5:30 p.m.; serving teams 
serve 5:30 – 8 p.m.  Meals 
are “to go” only.  To assist 
ANY Saturday please 
contact Marty Hartog at 
203.506.9788 or  

hartogm1@southernct.edu 
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WOMEN’S GROUP 

The Women’s Group meets from September to June. This year we will meet in the Narthex 

at 1:00pm on the second Wednesday of each month, beginning with this month’s 

meeting on September 9.   

Masks must be worn, hand sanitizer must be used and 6 ft. social distancing maintained. 

Either bring your own chair or use ours. No refreshments will be served but you may bring your own. 

 Join us for laughter,  Bible study and reflection. All women are welcome!  

If you have any questions, need transportation or further information, please contact Holly O’Brien at 

hollyobrien@snet.net or (203) 506-4822.  

mailto:sheldon.campbell@yale.edu
mailto:dgjoseph.home@gmail.com
mailto:hartogm1@southernct.edu


TO DONATE ALTAR 

FLOWERS please sign up on 

the chart in the Foyer bulletin 

board (the main entry hall) or 

contact Nancy Estes at 

203.248.4654 (Tues.-Thurs. 

mornings) or at secretary.hpumc@gmail.com.    

Donation is $20, check payable to “HPUMC” 

memoed “altar flowers” or cash, either given to 

Nancy Estes.  Wording may be “in honor of” or 

“in memory of” and will be listed in the bulletin.  

You may take the flowers with you or leave them 

for Pastor Brian to deliver to our home-bound 

members.  Nancy Campbell continues to order 

from “Flowers on the Farm.” Your color         

preference requests, if any, should be placed with 

Nancy Estes when ordering.  We thank both 

Nancy’s for their role in beautifying our altar. 

HAMDEN FOOD BANK   

always needs your support and 
contributions to help Hamden residents 
who are in need.  The items that we 
need are non-perishable foods and 

basic  necessities, such as, soap, toilet paper, 
tooth paste, tooth brushes, and diapers. Your 
generous support will be greatly appreciated.  

For more information contact                           
Charlotte Sroka at 203.530.2860 or email                                         
charlotte.sroka306@frontier,com  

Cans for Congo:  

We want to send a thank you to those of you 
who have been donating their cans and bottles 
or receipts from recycling cans and bottles for 
the Congo Mission to Mulungwishi Seminary.  
Please continue to bring in your  receipts or 
cans to support this mission. The collection 
boxes for receipts and cans are  located in the 
narthex.   

 

INK CARTRIDGE RECYCLE PROGRAM 

OUR INK CARTRIDGE RECYCLE PROGRAM will gain 

us credit toward church office supplies.  Please bring them 

during office hours, Tues. – Thurs., 9 a.m. – Noon; leave them in a bag outside the parking lot door at your 

convenience, or bring them to Sunday worship.   

From the recycled cartridges we have gotten batteries for our microphones, towels for cleaning, paper for our 

bulletins. Please keep dropping them off.  Many thanks!  

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED FINANCIAL SUPPORT  
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Mail your gifts to HPUMC, 15 
Church Street, Hamden, CT  06514 or bring them to Sunday worship 
and leave them in the “touch-less” plate. 
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Those who are in nursing homes Rehabilitation Centers & Hospitals or home bound 

Dorine Bogacki, Masonic Home, 22 Masonic Ave., Wallingford, CT 06492 

Pat Leno, Arden House, 850 Mix Ave., Hamden, CT 06514 

Sandra Maynard, 102B Treadwell St., Hamden, CT 06514 

Elizabeth Mayo, 200 Leeder Hill Dr. #213, Hamden, CT 06517 

Claudette Morrison, 112 East Gate Ln., Hamden, CT 06514 

Marianne Reynolds, 656 Center St., D208, Wallingford, CT 06492 

Please keep those serving in the military in your prayers                                            

COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

  Sundays 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm  French Church 

  Mondays 3:30 pm - 6:00 pm  United Girls Choir 

  Tuesdays 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Hispanic AA 

  Thursdays 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Men’s AA 

Resumed 

    7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Hispanic AA 

  3rd Thursday 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Hamden Plains Friends 

  Saturdays 3:00 - 5:00 pm   Spanish Women’s AA 

  Various Days/Times        Daniel Cohen 

For the time being all outside activities have suspended meetings. 

PLEASE SEND A NOTE to any of the folks below.  Megan Malanson is tracking 

these contacts.  If you make one and would like to report that to Megan, please reach 

her at megmalanson@yahoo.com.   If there is someone you think should be 

contacted by the pastor, please notify him at his contacts noted above. 

ADDRESSES FOR PEOPLE LIVING ALONE OR WITH CARE NEEDS: 
(Some opted not to be on this list: please contact Pastor with corrections.) 

Bales, Mary, 33 Woodruff Street, #113, Hamden, 06518 

Bogacki, Dorine, 22 Masonic Avenue, Wallingford, 06492 

Gursky, John, 1492 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, 06514 

Hartsoe, Lois, 5324 Ashlar Village, Wallingford, 06492 

Leno, Pat, 850 Mix Avenue, Hamden, 06514 

Maynard, Sandy, 102B Treadwell Street, Hamden, 06514 

Mayo, Elizabeth, 200 Leeder Hill Drive, Apt. 213, Hamden, 06517 

Morrison, Claudette and Jimmy, 112 East Gate Lane, Hamden, 06514 

Pearson, Wilette, 306 Forest Street Ext., Hamden, 06518 

Raccio, Jean and Carmine, 15 Sunrise Cove Road, Branford, 06405 

Reynolds, Marianne, 656 Center Street, Apt. D208, Wallingford, 06492 

Secl, Sarah, 170 Glenview Terrance, New Haven, 06515 

Shaw, Rosemary, 345 Fountain Street, Apt. 202, New Haven, 06515 

Silver, Michele, 194 Dorrence Street, Hamden, 06518 

Teodosio, Frank, 144 Belden Road, Hamden, 06514 

Tucker, John, 64 Warren Street, Hamden, 06514 

Williams, Trudy, 41 West Helen Street, Hamden, 06514 

Wycoff, Denise and Pieter, 135 Grandview Avenue, Hamden, 06514  
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please let the office or Pastor know if prayers are needed 

Bart Bodt, Pastor Brian’s brother, recovering from lower back surgery August 13. 
Pilar Gebara, mother of Sophia (girlfriend of Marcus Brantley), recovering from brain surgery August 10.. 
Terri Bennett, recovering from a broken fibula sustained in a fall. 
John, partner of Marty Hartog’s niece, recovering from being struck by a car while    
         riding a bicycle in New York City, and sustaining damage to his spinal cord. 
Jason Calabrese, Stacey Riccardi’s brother, recovering from a stroke. 
Rosemary Shaw, scheduled surgery. 
Sandra Maynard, recovering at home after a fall. 
Clark (“Uncle Buck”) Frederick, uncle of Hunter Malanson, medical issues. 
James Zkarpuc and family. He has been diagnosed with Brain Cancer. 
 
For our world during the coronavirus                                     
UM Church, during historic changes               

Please pray for our Church daily 

Please submit prayer request to the church office, secretary.hpumc@gmail.com                                                                  
or leave a message on the office phone. 203.248.4654 

You can always contact Pastor Brian for other needs. 
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  September 6 September 13 September 20 September 27 

Liturgist Portia Antwi Carol Galloway Preethi Varghese-

Joseph 

Sheldon Campbell 

Song Leader Perjah Delgado Marty Hartog Morgen Campbell Terri Bennett 

Special Music Perjah & 

Reneejah Delgado 

Pastor Brian Sheldon Campbell Will Hartog 

Worship Host #1 

                       #2 

 Kersten Moore 

Carol Galloway 

Holly O’Brien 

Megan Malanson  

 Krystal Ritchie 

Nancy Estes 

Holly O’Brien 

Carol Galloway  

Attendance Clerk  Carol Galloway Megan Malanson Nancy Estes Carol Galloway  

Disinfecting Team Sheldon 

Campbell 

Pastor Brian 

Carol Galloway 

Megan Malanson 

Charlotte Sroka 

Marty Hartog 

Bancroft Nicholson, Sr. 

Program Producer George Joseph George Joseph George Joseph George Joseph 

mailto:secretary@HPUMC.comcastbiz.net
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1
st
  Kirby Stafford 

3
rd 

Kayleigh  Kirchoff 

3
rd 

Riannah Keller 

4
th 

Jennifer Wise 

5th                  Laura Williams 

6
th
                  Carmine Raccio 

6
th
  Trudy Williams 

8
th 

Aliya Cameron 

8
th 

Meaghan Cameron 

9
th
  Patrick Pagano 

10
th 

Stacey Riccardi 

11
th
  Jean Koepke 

12
th 

Cindy Koepke 

16
th 

Pieter Wyckoff 

16
th 

Robert Pilletere 

20
th 

Nadine Williams 

20
th
  Rosemary Shaw 

25
th 

Claudette Morrison 

27
th 

Krystal Ritchie 

28
th 

Lindsey McGarry 

30
th 

Bob O’Brien 

30
th 

James Hurley 

12
th 

Sheldon & Nancy Campbell    1981 

28
th 

Harold & Nancy Estes 1984 

It’s that time of year when children get excited about going back to 

school (parents do too). They get to catch up with their friends and 

compare their summer trips. 

This year is different. 

Some will return to classrooms and some will do distance learning and 

some have been withdrawn for homeschooling. 

If they are in school they have to stay 6ft apart, wear masks and need 

hand sanitizer and their own water bottles, as the water fountains have 

been turned off. 

Some adults don’t quite understand why this all must be done. They 

think kids are immune. They are not. 

SO whether you send your child back to school or keep them home , 

learning will be different. 

For the teachers out there, this is very different from what you are use to 

also. You need to now be health workers and security monitors. Making 

sure they wash hands, use hand sanitizers, keep masks on and stay 6 ft  

apart along with educating them. Your world has changed also. 

Whatever your choice we pray that everyone has a safe and successful 

year. 

We want to take this opportunity to wish each and every educator, parent, 

student, child care provider, bus drivers, custodians and lunch ladies the 

very best of luck.  

 

By Nancy Estes 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3  Worship 
6:30 pm 
Leadership 
7:30 p.m.  

4 5     Dinner for a 
Dollar 6 - 7 pm 

6   Worship  
9:00 am  
outside 

7 8 Covenant 
Discipleship 
Group      
6:30 pm 

9 Women’s 
Group 1 p.m. 

10  Admin 
Team 7 pm 

11 12   Dinner for a 
Dollar 6 - 7 pm 

13  Sunday 
School 9 a.m. 
Worship    
10:15 am  
outside 

14 15 Covenant 
Discipleship 
Group      
6:30 pm 

16 17   18 19   Dinner for a 
Dollar 6 - 7 pm 

20  Sunday 
School 9 a.m. 
Worship   
10:15 am  
outside 
Messenger 
Deadline 

21 22 Covenant 
Discipleship 
Group      
6:30 pm 

23 24   25 26       
Columbus House       
Dinner for a 
Dollar 6 - 7 pm 

27  Sunday 
School 9 a.m. 
Worship   
10:15 am  
outside 

28 29 Covenant 
Discipleship 
Group      
6:30 pm 

30    
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Phone: 203-248-4654 

E-MAIL: brian.bodt@nyac-umc.com 

E-MAIL: Secretary.hpumc@gmail.com 

HAMDEN PLAINS UMC 

15 CHURCH STREET 

HAMDEN   CT     06514 

The Rev. Dr. Brian Bodt, 

Pastor 

The Messenger 

SEPTEMBER  

2020 


