
The mission of the 
Hamden Plains 
United Methodist 
Church is sharing 
God’s  love by          
creating a safe and  
welcoming          
community,        
connecting people’s 
needs with God’s 
power, and            
reconciling           
divisions through 
Christ.  

Hamden Plains United Methodist Church 
15 Church St., Hamden, CT 06514 

203-248-4654 
www.hamdenplainsumc.com 

www.facebook.com/HamdenPlainsUMC/ 
The YouTube channel address: https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6 

STAFF 
 

Rev. Dr. Brian Bodt, 
Pastor 

 

Nancy Estes 
Secretary 

 

Corbin  Beisner 
Music Minister 

 

Bancroft Nicholson 
Sexton 

Spiritual Sojourns 

 Sunday Worship 
Service 10:15 am 

  Sunday School          
9 a.m. 

 Office Hours  

     9:00am - 12:00 pm 
Tuesday, Wednesday 

& Thursday 

Dear Hamden Plains Church community, 
 

October.  It reminds me of a song I learned in grade school: 
 

Softly, softly floating down, red and green and gold and brown, 
In the country, in the town, falling autumn leaves. 

 

October.  The season of pumpkins.  But for our church, not this 
year. 

 

Like everything else in this topsy-turvy year, there is the familiar 
and the disruption of the familiar.  Good friends of mine, anxious about the 
pandemic, have restricted their activities even within their own family.  
Others, certain of their invincibility, sally forth without masks and 
seemingly without regard for the others they put at risk. 

 

In the midst of all this, we soldier on as best we can.  Schools 
reopen, yet sometimes only remotely or with a hybrid model of learning 
that includes in-person and on-line classes.  College resumes.  People go 
to work, sometimes at home.  Front line workers in all their forms make it 
possible for us to eat, remain safe, be protected and have emergency and 
routine medical care. 

 

 I reminded our Confirmation students on September 13th that the 
Reverend John Wesley, founder of the Methodist revival, said, “Let us unite 
the two so long divided: knowledge and vital piety.”  This aphorism has been 
helpful to me in these difficult days.  It reminds me that Jesus came to 
take away our sins, not our minds; that we must use our minds to their 
utmost; that we must train young minds for the challenges ahead; and that 
we should be on guard when others presume to do our thinking for us. 

 

At the same time, we are people of faith.  As Christians, and 
particularly as United Methodist Christians, the “vital piety” of which Wesley 
spoke demands that we apply our faith to the challenges of our time.  
Trust God AND use the minds God gave us to solve the challenges of the 
day.  Trust one another, Christians together in the journey, AND verify that 
the Christianity being espoused aligns with the words and actions of 
Jesus.  Before we glibly assume that our Christianity measures up, let’s 
remember that Jesus, a brown man, an adherent of a minority religion in a 
far-flung outpost of the empire that occupied his country, consistently 
aligned himself with the poor and marginalized against the vested powers 
of religion and civil “order.” 

 

Worth a look in this regard is a Christian group called Faithful 
America.  It seeks to call us to the spirit of Jesus as applied to the 
challenges of our day.  It has won my admiration and my support.  Take a 
look at www.faithfulamerica.org. 
 

Your servant in Christ, 
 

Pastor Brian 
 

The Rev. Dr. Brian R. Bodt, Pastor 

2020 

The Messenger 

https://www.facebook.com/HamdenPlainsUMC/
https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6
http://www.faithfulamerica.org
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Hamden Plains United Methodist Church, Hamden, Connecticut 
Sunday School: 9 a.m.        Sunday worship: 10:15 a.m. 

              Outside in the grassy courtyard  Outside in the parking lot 
Pastor Brian Bodt, preaching 

Corbin Beisner, OrganMusic Minister 
 

Names of liturgists, worship hosts, musicians, cleaning/disinfecting teams and attendance 
clerk are listed elsewhere in this issue. 

 

IF WEATHER THREATENS, NOTICE WILL BE PROVIDED AFTER 7 A.M. AT 203.248.4654, 
www.hamdenplainsumc.com and by e-mail as to whether  

we will cancel outdoor worship that day.  
 

Services will be available later on Sunday at 
                 https://www.youtube.comchannel/UCxwHc1E3YK4W1nHICT5iAA  

or https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6 

with thanks to George Joseph, Producer 
 
October 4th      PENTECOST XVIII  

We will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion using  individual,  

pre-packaged sealed wafers and cups.  The message “The Ten Words” will be   

based on Exodus 20:1-20 and Philippians 3:4b-14.  We will dedicate our Christian  

educators for 2020-2021. 

 
October 11th     PENTECOST XIX 
   “No Bull” will be the message based on Exodus 32:1-14 and Philippians 4:1-9.  

 
October 18th  PENTECOST XX 

The sermon, “Mint Errors” will be based on Matthew 22:15-22. 

 
October 25th    REFORMATION SUNDAY/PENTECOST XXI 

“The Offering” will be the message Matthew 22:34-46.  We will hear Will Hartog, 
 the first of four young adult and youth speakers, on the theme of stewardship. 

 
Advance reading of the scriptures is an act of spiritual formation. 

CHURCH COUNCIL  
will meet Monday, September 28, 7 p.m. via Zoom.   

A meeting agenda and reports will be sent prior to 

meeting. 

http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com
https://hamdenplainsumc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12565182876d64eae225bbe72&id=6b6af5725e&e=f8d2d5ab98
https://hamdenplainsumc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12565182876d64eae225bbe72&id=1b5d2e0183&e=f8d2d5ab98


PROTOCOLS FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP DURING THE PANDEMIC 
 

Worship will be continued outdoors in October 
Until otherwise notified. 

Children’s Sunday School will meet outdoors at 9 a.m. 
Adult Sunday School will meet via Zoom 9 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. 

Worship at 10:15 a.m.  
 

In the event of rain, public worship is cancelled with  
notification by e-mail, website and church answering machine. 

 

If you are sick, for the good of yourself and others, please remain home. 
If you are in a high-risk category, we urge you to consider worshipping remotely. 

 

Please remember to bring your mask.  If you do not have a mask, one will be provided. 
All worshippers, excepting children under 2 years old, must wear a mask.   

If you cannot wear a mask, please use our on-line worship option. 
 

Please remember to bring a portable chair.  If you forget, a metal chair will be provided. 
Worshippers will be seated observing physical distancing of six feet, except for family groups. 

Worshippers may also remain in their cars in designated areas. 
 

Bulletins will be available or you may print them at home but they will not be handed out. 
 

Touch-less collection of “Noisy Offering” and tithes and offerings will be used. 
 

Holy Communion will be in pre-packaged individual cups. 
 

There will be no Fellowship Time, Children’s Message or Passing the Peace. 
 

Following worship, please DO NOT assist in taking down the worship space.   
Persons are already designated to do these tasks.   

If you would like to be added to those persons, please speak to Pastor Brian. 
Additional hands on the worship items increases the chance of the spread of infection. 

                    THE IMPORTANCE OF SAFE PROTOCOLS 

Our Church Reopening Team expects we follow Protocols for Public Worship during 
the Pandemic.  I cannot emphasize strongly enough how critical this is.   
Here are some of the topics we discussed: 

 Wearing face masks properly, above the nose, is mandatory.  If one’s face mask is worn out, we can 
provide another.  

 Social distancing of six feet or more must be observed, not only in seating, but in speaking and informal 
conversation after worship.   

 Entering the church building must be only with the knowledge of the Worship Host and only for the 
purpose of using the restroom. 

 Worshippers must NOT help to put things away after worship, which includes metal folding chairs for 
those who do not bring a chair.  We have designated people who break down, clean and disinfect.  If 
you want to be part of those tasks, speak with me and we will arrange it if appropriate. 

 

I recognize that learning new behaviors is not easy.  I recognize that it is easy to become complacent 
when infection rates are low, as they are currently in Connecticut.  But this virus is deadly.  We can continue 
to meet publicly if we remain vigilant about the safe practices.  But if we cannot learn new behaviors to 
keep ourselves and each another safe, then INDOOR worship when the weather turns cold will simply 
not be possible.  In addition to my comments and printed materials, members of the Reopening Team will 
provide guidance and reminders each Sunday.                         Pastor 
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Hamden Plains United Methodist Church 
Special Church Conference 
Church Council Proposal 
Sunday, August 30, 2020 

 
Members Present: Pastor Brian Bodt, Carol Galloway, Megan Malanson, Holly O’Brien, 
Lois Fucci, Charlotte Sroka, Nancy Estes, Krystal Ritchie, Marty Hartog, Ed Zorian, Bill 

Welch, John Brantley, Lynn Brantley, Kirby Stafford, Sheldon Campbell, Nancy Campbell, Morgen Campbell 
and George Joseph 
 

Kersten Moore attended via ZOOM. 
  
Non-Voting Attendees: Marc Pavelus and Brenda Pineau 
 

 Pastor Brian Bodt called the Special Church Conference to order at 9:54am. 
 

 Pastor Brian Bodt made a motion to nominate Megan Malanson as Special Church Conference Secretary. 
Sheldon Campbell seconded the motion. The members voted and the motion was passed unanimously. 

 

 Pastor Brian Bodt provided a background behind the Church Council proposal. 
 

  In 2015 the governing structure of HPUMC was reorganized and the functions of Finance, 
Trustees and Church Council were combined to form the Administrative Team.  

 

 There is no central governing board at HPUMC. The Administrative Team has done a great job 
but the responsibilities are too much for a team of 11 people (9 elected, Lay Leader and Pastor as 
ex officio). 

 

 The 2015 proposal included an All Church Meeting. (1) They had no governing authority. (2) 
There was no provision made as to who was responsible for calling the All Church Meeting. (3) 
The meetings only happened once or twice and then it stopped. 

 

 Pastor Brian Bodt provided 2 examples of when a Church Council would have been useful to 
have in place as the governing body at HPUMC. The first was when the Paragraph 213 study had 
begun. The Church Council would have taken responsibility for overseeing the study. The Church 
Council would also have provided oversight during the church’s revitalization with David 
Gilmore and the creation of SMARTER Goals. 

 

 Pastor Brian Bodt opened up the floor for questions and comments and there were none. 
 

 Pastor Brian Bodt reviewed the 8 parts of the proposal. 
 

 That a separate Church Council be established for HPUMC with structure and responsibilities 
detailed in Book of Discipline Par. 252 

 That the council meets at least quarterly, with a suggested schedule of September, December, 
March and June. 

 That the Council be comprised of offices found in the Book of Discipline Par. 252.2 and 243 and 
HPUMC specific offices. 

 The Church Council will be filled by election at a Church/Charge Conference on 
recommendation of the Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development (At HPUMC, 
the Leadership Team). 

Continued on page 5 
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Continued from page 4 
 
 Council will be convened by its chair or the pastor in accordance with the suggested schedule and 

the authority conferred in Book of Discipline Par. 252.3. 
 Expectations of Council members will be to present a written report from their ministry area at 

least one week prior to the scheduled meeting. 
 That the portions of the document entitled “New Church Leadership Structure Proposed” be 

readopted (a) to include an Administrative Team which combines the responsibilities of Trustees 
and Finance, formed in three annual classes of three persons each, the Lay Leader and a 
Chairperson (11) and (b) a Leadership Team which combines the responsibilities of Staff-Parish 
Relations and Nominations with three annual classes of two person each and a Chairperson. The 
Lay Leader and Pastor are ex-officio members of these teams. 

 That the Administrative Team, in its Board of Trustees role, elect a vie-chairperson and secretary. 
 

 Although not prescribed anywhere, the Church Council should have a secretary. 
 

 The writing and creating of the proposal was done by Pastor Brian Bodt, John Brantley, Marty Hartog, 
Megan Malanson and Kersten Moore. 

 
 Pastor Brian Bodt opened the floor for questions and discussion, there were none. 
 
 With the endorsement of the Leadership Team and Administrative Team, there was not a need to make or 

a motion or have it seconded. 
 
 The Church Council Proposal was voted on and was passed unanimously, including Kersten Moore who 

voted, yes, via ZOOM. 
 
 Sheldon Campbell closed the meeting in prayer. 
 
 The Special Church Conference ended at 10:06am. 
 

 
Submitted By, 
 
Megan Malanson 
Special Church Conference Secretary  

WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE the expansion of Corbin Beisner’s position to 
that of Music Minister effective Oct. 1.  This decision was unanimously approved by the 
Leadership Team at their September 3rd meeting and is covered by the 2020 budget.  This 
was the position initially envisioned in January but put on hold due to the pandemic.  
Corbin will take on the recruiting and scheduling of Song Leaders and Special Musicians 
previously done by Pastor Brian since March; and will also rehearse them at a mutually 
convenient mid-week time.  When choral music can safely resume, Corbin will choose 
choral music and direct the choir. 
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FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM ELECTS TWO NEW OFFICERS:  Our 
Administrative Team combines the roles of Finance Committee and Board of Trustees.  
The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church requires that Board of Trustees 
have a chairperson, vice-chairperson, secretary and treasurer (Par. 2530.2).   
 

Marty Hartog has been serving as chairperson and Portia Antwi as Treasurer, but we 
did not have a vice-chair or secretary.  Trustees elect their own officers.   
 

At their September 10th meeting, the Administrative Team elected Kirby Stafford as Vice-Chairperson and 
Janine Fiorillo as Secretary.  They took office upon election. 
 

We thank Kirby and Janine for being willing to serve, and the Administrative Team in filling these important 
offices. 
 

GIVING CONSISTENT DURING THE PANDEMIC: HPUMC Financial Secretary Terri Bennett’s report 
ending August 31st, presented to the Administrative Team on September 10th, shows that our people have 
generally been faithful to the pledge promises they made last November for 2020. 
 

Letters reminding our givers of their 2020 commitments were sent in mid-July. Since summer is typically a time 
of low giving, the hope was that it would stimulate “catch-up” gifts at a time when the church most needed to 
increase its cash flow, in addition to helping offset the impact of a 100 year pandemic. 
 

Some givers were able to “catch up.”  The report of August 31st currently shows us “on track” to meet our 
projected income goals for 2020.  We thank everyone who has made a pledge gift and all who are current, or 
working to become current, on that promise.  You make possible the real ministry of Christ in an unreal time. 
 

“A COMMUNITY OF DOERS” will be the theme of our annual financial appeal to support the ministry of 
Christ at Hamden Plains UMC in 2021.  Our scripture text is James 1:22: “Be doers of the word and not merely 
hearers….”   
 

Four HPUMC young adults – Marcus Brantley, Morgen Campbell, Perjah Delgado and Will Hartog - will give 
this year’s “Stewardship Spotlight” messages on the Sundays leading up to Commitment Sunday, November 22.  
We thank these young leaders for saying “yes!”  Watch for more details in letters and the November 
“Messenger.” 
 

2020 APPORTIONMENTS BEING PAID AHEAD OF SCHEDULE:  As responsible stewards of our 
United Methodist connectional responsibilities, we had paid 86% of our 2020 apportionments as of September 
16th.  The amount due by that date was 67%. 
 

Apportionments are our dollars in United Methodist ministry beyond the local church.  They make possible the 
work of colleges and seminaries, hospitals, relief and rescue work, and feeding programs, among many other 
ministries.  Our faithfulness to this giving cannot be overstated. Some will remember Rev. David Gilmore’s 
consultation with us last November. His all-day presentation cost nothing because his services were paid for 
with our apportionments. 
 

At this point we expect to complete payments of the 2020 apportionments before Thanksgiving.  Thank you for 
making this possible, with God’s help. 



SELF-QUARANTINING IS PART OF SAFE PRACTICES 
 

 As part of HPUMC’s observance of safe practices 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, we want to remind our 

members and friends of the importance of self-quarantining 

after travel to states with higher-than-acceptable positivity 

rates. 

 

 On July 21, Governor Lamont’s Executive Order 7111 requires a mandatory two-week self-

quarantine for travelers from states with high COVID-19 levels.  This applies to residents of those 

states; and Connecticut residents traveling from those states after visits of 24 hours or more.  The 

details, including those states from which travelers must self-quarantine and potential penalties for 

non-compliance, may be found on a “Google” search, www.google.com, then typing in “CT self-
quarantine rules” and then click on “Travel advisory for visitors to CT.” 
 

 Connecticut enjoys one of the lowest COVID-19 rates in the nation because of our adherence 

to safe practices.  Hamden Plains United Methodist Church’s continued ability to gather publicly 
depends on the same discipline.  It isn’t always easy.  For me, the Governor’s order came the week 
before planned visits to my family in Maryland.  I didn’t go.  For the same reason, travel Carol and I 
have planned later this month will only be in Connecticut or to those states not on the self-

quarantine list. 

 

 The health of our fellow citizens and fellow parishioners depends on each of us.  Thanks in 

advance for limiting travel, self-quarantining when required, and keeping up the good fight against 

this pandemic that has claimed so many lives. 

      Pastor Brian Bodt 

WHAT WE NEED TO MOVE WORSHIP INSIDE 

The colder weather will eventually be here.  Can we move inside?  It depends.  We 
need: 

 Consensus on the lowest comfortable outside temperature.  Give your view to 
Worship Chair Holly O’Brien at 203.506.4822 or hollyobrien@snet.net 

 Increased cleaning/disinfecting teams.  We will need an additional 9 people.  If you will be trained and serve 
once a month, please contact Pastor Brian (203.747.1781 or brianbodt@sbcglobal.net) or Sheldon Campbell 
(203.430.3782 or Sheldon.campbell@yale.edu). 

 Temperature takers.  Worshippers will have their temperature taken with a thermal scanner before entering 
the building.  Those persons with an elevated temperature will be expected to refrain from public worship.  We 
will provide the necessary Personal Protective Equipment.  Contact Carol Galloway 
(203.687.6225/carol9996@hotmail.com) 

 Expanded broadcast ministry workers.  Help in on-site recording and broadcasting (but not editing or 
posting videos) may be offered to George Joseph at dgjoseph.home@gmail.com or Pastor Brian. 
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CONFIRMATION  CLASES 
 

2021 Confirmation Class  

are being held  

Tuesdays 5 - 6 p.m.  

Via Zoom  
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Church Reopening Team Update 

 
 The HPUMC Church Reopening Team convened 

by Zoom on Thursday, Sept. 17.   We will be outside 

until a yet-to-be-determined time in October.  

Notification will be through the church website, 

Facebook page, Wednesday “Hamden Happenings,” 
Sunday notices and church answering machine.  The 

Team took the following steps toward eventually moving 

inside for worship while keeping our people healthy: 

 

If any HPUMC person has suspected exposure to COVID-19, they will self-quarantine from the 

church until it is known if they were exposed, defined by CDC guidelines as less than six feet apart for 

15 minutes or more, with or without facemasks.  If such persons have a known exposure, they will self

-quarantine from the church for 14 days. 

 

If any HPUMC person is non-compliant on safe practices, members of the committee will be 

designated, along with the pastor, to address the concern to the individual.  While most people have 

worked hard to comply, the proper wearing of facemasks remains a challenge for a few.  This must be 

resolved to consistent compliance if we are to move inside. 

 

Temperature takers: worshippers are reminded that once we move inside, all will have to have their 

temperature taken before entering the church.  Carol Galloway, Brenda Pineau, Krystal Ritchie and 

Nancy Estes will perform this task. 

 

Cleaning/Disinfecting Teams now expect to be fully staffed by the time we are ready to move 

inside, partly by identifying persons to serve and by deciding that a three-person team was adequate 

for the process.  Team members are reminded that part of the duties includes completing the 

cleaning/disinfecting form and leaving it for Nancy Estes. 

We also developed a procedure for cleaning and sanitizing the reusable cloths. 

 

Air flow will be provided by some arrangement of window fans.  The size and placement of the fans 

is still being determined. 

 

Please feel free to contact any member of the Team with questions or concerns.  The Team members 

are Pastor Brian Bodt, Dr. Annette Cameron, Dr. Sheldon Campbell, Lisa Collins, Nancy Estes, Carol 

Galloway, MSPT, Marty Hartog, George Joseph, Dr. Preethi Varghese-Joseph, Megan Malanson, 

Kersten Moore, Bancroft Nicholson, Sr. and Holly O’Brien.  If you do not have their contact 



Sermon manuscripts are available on our website.  

You may also contact Nancy Estes in the church office to obtain a copy or view 
them on our website, www.hamdenplainsumc.com. 
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Pastoral Goals: September, 2020 – June, 2021 
Hamden Plains United Methodist Church, Hamden, Connecticut 

The Rev. Dr. Brian R. Bodt, Pastor 
 

 These are goals were proposed by the Pastor for his ministry through June, 2021 and approved 

by the Leadership Team on September 3, 2020: 

 

Prepare the congregation for pastoral succession 
Work with Leadership Team to identify desired gifts/abilities in a pastoral candidate. 
Work with Administrative Team to prepare the Parish House for a resident pastor. 
Work with both Teams, along with the Stewardship Committee, to raise the funds need to support 

salary, pension and health benefits for a pastor. 
 
Promote lay leadership development and succession planning 

Identify, promote and use a spiritual gifts inventory to help disciples identify their gifts and the 

Leadership Team (nominations) identify new and emerging leaders. 
Determine those ministries where leadership change may be sought and help to develop 

succession plans. 
Review Corbin Beisner’s status and, if funds allow, expand his duties to include recruitment and 

scheduling of special musicians and song leaders. 
 
Continue administrative leadership 

Work with leaders for continued safe reopening for public ministry. 
Develop personnel and responsibilities for Church Council. 
With Church Council, implement SMARTER goals. 
Continue to develop broadcast ministry. 
Continue as “communicator-in-chief” through the Sunday notices, monthly “Messenger” and weekly 

“Hamden Happenings.” 
Attend to Conference obligations, including timely payment of apportionments and annual reporting. 
Update Comprehensive Program Calendar for 2020-2021. 

 
Continue pastoral leadership 

Meaningful weekly worship in-person, Zoom and recorded. 
Offer pastoral care through calls, letters, visits (when they become possible) and work through the 

Congregational Care Team. 
Teach Covenant Discipleship and Confirmation. 
Meet/converse with individual parishioners as desired. 

http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com


Our church directory is still on it’s way. Due to pandemic circumstances, the 
Lifetouch  offices have re-closed.  I am working with them to try and get them by 
the end of October. 

If you have not received your pictures or there was a problem with your order,  
please contact Nancy Estes at secretary.hpumc@gmail.com  or 203.248.4654. 
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We are happy to announce that Sunday School resumed 

September13th at 9 am.  While we can take advantage of the 

weather, all students are participating outside on the side lawn by 

the parking lot. Social distancing guidelines of mask wearing and 

personal space are being followed. We currently have 5 families 

signed up.  

Each family that signed up received a bag with all needed supplies and books to be used. 

Through the fall and winter we are learning about The Prophets. Each week our focus will be on 

teaching a different one. If you see a student enrolled ask what they remember about Jonah.  

It's not too late though, if you would like to come fill out a registration form.  

Kersten and Lisa are working on a plan to continue Sunday School after the weather gets cold, 

stay tuned.  

Thank you for your continued support. If you have any questions, please reach out. 

                    Co- Education Chairs, 

                    Kersten Moore- disturbedteacher@gmail.com or 203-935-6855 

                    Lisa Collins- collins11902@yahoo.com or 203-913-7961  

Please contact the church office for Sunday school registration form. 

mailto:secretary@HPUMC.comcastbiz.net
mailto:disturbedteacher@gmail.com
mailto:collins11902@yahoo.com


Due to the Covid-19 pandemic since April we have been donating $100.00 per month to 
Columbus House . 
 

A thank you to Marty Hartog for starting Dinner for a Dollar and having the sign made and 
placed on the front lawn. I know this is a great commitment and Marty has done a wonderful job 
of planning meals and organizing volunteers. 
 

With the donations of plastic bottles and cans we have collected $130.00 for the Congo since 
January.  

 

November and December are busy months for missions. 
We start collecting for Thanksgiving baskets last week of October. If anyone is in need of 

a thanksgiving-basket please contact Charlotte Sroka or the church office and a basket 

will be set aside for you. All other donations will be taken to the Keefe center. Items can 

be placed in the food collection bucket. 
 

In December we adopt a family of four, and provide 100 stockings for the Family Centered Services of 

Connecticut. (Formally 4c’s) located at 235 Nicoll Street, New Haven. Their Mission: Is to have Family 
Centered Services work with families to ensure they are safe and nurturing places where children can 

succeed.  
 

 

The Adopt a Family Program is an annual community effort to support families who cannot 

afford holiday presents. Friends, businesses, faith organizations and other community 

groups “adopt” a family or child 
 

For the adopted family a poster will be placed in the Narthex with specific items the 
family has requested. Pick the gift you wish to supply and put your name on poster 
under the specific item you have chosen. All unwrapped gifts need to be brought to 
the church. 
 

We have been in contact with the Family Centered Services to see if they are in need of the 
stocking this year. Since the stockings are given out at a gathering they are not sure if they will 
need them at this time. 
 

July 20th Marty and I joined several others in a virtual itineration tour with Helen Camarce. Helen 
is a missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church 
serving in Cambodia and Southeast Asia Missions. I would like to thank the women’s group for 
agreeing to increase their monthly dues to support the women’s ministry in Cambodia. 
 

At this time we are unable to have any kind of tag sale. The items we have left from Peddler’s 
Alley we are setting up a market place on HPUMC-FB site and the web site to sale. This site 
should be ready to view in October. The income we make from the items will be set aside for 
missions.  
 
Submitted by 
Charlotte Sroka, Missions Chair 
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COLLEGE CONNECTIONS 2020 
 

  
The Congregational Care Committee will once again 

sponsor College Connections, an annual outreach to our 

college students. 
  

                        We will be writing individual messages to our college students: some are away at college and 

some are local.  We hope to send each student a hand-written message along with a Starbucks or 

Dunkin’ $10 gift card. 
  

           This year we hope that our Sunday School and Confirmation students will again help write 

some of the messages in the blank cards which Charlotte Sroka has beautifully handcrafted and 

donated. 

 Please respond to this ministry in any of the following ways by contacting Carol 
Galloway at 203.687.6225 (text preferred) or carol9996@hotmail.com. 

 Let Carol know if you have a student that is doing post-high school studies. 

 Let her know if you’d be willing to write a note on behalf of the church.   
 Let her know if you’d be willing to donate a $10 gift card to Starbucks or Dunkin’. 

 

Blank note cards will be given to writers before or after Sunday worship; or delivered if writers 

are unable to be present in worship.  There will be a basket on the Hospitality Table for gift card 

donations beginning this Sunday.  Please know that any one may write a card 

without making a gift card donation; or make a donation without writing a card.  

We want as many as can to respond in the way best suited to their gifts. 
 

This year is a unique time for our college students.  The words of 

support they receive from the church are more important now than ever.  

Thank you for responding. 
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COVENANT DISCIPLESHIP RESUMED SEPTEMBER 8 
 

Our Covenant Discipleship class resumed September 8 with a time of 

reconnecting and prayer.  This group is an experience of youth and adult study led 

by Pastor Brian.  Sessions are from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. most Tuesdays.  Sessions 

are conducted remotely by Zoom, which can be accessed with a computer or a 

cell phone that can access email. Let Pastor know if you want to join. 
 

Our first study will begin September 22 and will end November 10 with an eight week study on the 

Gospel of Matthew.  This was chosen as a follow up on our study of Mark, since Matthew uses Mark 

for some of his Gospel; and because Matthew is the Gospel we are reading on Sundays through the 

end of November.  Study guides are $13.50 each.  Scholarship help is available with a confidential 

contact with Pastor Brian. 
 

The study beginning November 17 will be on "forgiveness."  Individuals not currently part of 

Covenant Discipleship are welcome to join at the beginning of each study cycle.  Additional studies 

will be announced in 2021.   Please express your interest to Pastor Brian at 203.747.1781 

or brianbodt@sbcglobal.net.  

mailto:carol9996@hotmail.com
mailto:brianbodt@sbcglobal.net


Help with Online Ministry 
Since March, HPUMC has been building its online ministry by recording and broadcasting 
worship services. In June, through the generosity of the New York Conference and the 
congregation, HPUMC purchased new audio and video equipment to continue to build this 
ministry. This new effort has meant that each week, 75+ worshippers “attend” service either 
in person, through the Zoom broadcast, or by viewing the service on YouTube. Many 
worshippers who cannot or should not join the public worship due to their health 

vulnerabilities are able to participate in the church community. Now we need your time and talent to help 
us. Are you interested in helping to record and broadcast the service on Sundays? You will be provided training 
on how to use the video camera to record the service. You would not be responsible for editing or posting the 
videos. If this is something you can help with, please contact Pastor Brian or George Joseph 
at dgjoseph.home@gmail.com .  

  
If your health is compromised or you are in an at-risk group, please continue to enjoy 
our on-line worship option.  We will now be printing the following in each Thursday’s 
message field when we email the weekly bulletin and notices, to ease access for our 
members and friends.   
  
You can join Sunday Worship online in one of three ways: 

 Live by video at 10:15 am: https://zoom.us/join, enter Meeting ID: 837 2734 8500, enter Meeting Password: 
385763  (waiting room opens at 10 a.m.) 

 One tap: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83727348500?pwd=cFpxWURRZGFVVm9hYXNOdktiZGtWQT09 
 Live by telephone at 10:15 am: dial +1 646-558-8656,enter Meeting ID: 837 2734 8500#, enter Meeting 
Password: 385763#  (waiting room opens at 10 a.m.) 

One tap: +16465588656, 83727348500#,,,,0#,,385763# 
 

Recording on HPUMC YouTube Channel:  
      https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA or https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6 
     (Sunday service recording will be posted as early as Sunday at 7:00pm or late as Monday at 7:00pm) 
  
Contact George Joseph at dgjoseph.home@gmail.com or 203.675.3595 if you need help. 
  
               If weather is questionable, call 203.248.4654 after 7 a.m. Sunday; or watch for a weather e-mail; or 
check www.hamdenplainsumc.com.  We will cancel if it rains but worship will be recorded and online later in 
the day.   

UPPER ROOM DISCIPLINES, 2021 

 A few extra copies of The Upper Room Disciplines, 2021 are still available.  

This daily devotional book follows the readings we use each Sunday in worship.  

The price of $10.50 is available.  If you are interested in receiving a copy, please 

contact Pastor Brian (brianbodt@sbcglobal.net or 203.747.1781).   
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CONFIRMATION for Morgan Ashley Collins and Matthew Paulo 
Moreira was held on Sunday, September 13th.  Morgan and Matthew 
began their studies in September and were, like the rest of us, jolted into a 
new reality in mid-March.  They finished their Confirmation studies with 

me by late April on-line via Zoom. 

 

Prior to the pandemic and in addition to their studies, Morgan and Matthew took on sprucing up our church 
with several painting projects in the entry way and halls leading to the restrooms. 

 

Our hope for the ceremony of Confirmation after Easter vanished.  So did the plan for an August 30th ceremony 
when one of the principal attendees was not adequately quarantined after out-of-state travel.  But God was 
good, and the 40% chance of rain forecast early in the week had disappeared by Sept. 13th.  We met outdoors 
under cloudy skies. 

 

 

 

 

 

Morgan and Matthew made their Confirmation promises 
with their mentors, Kersten Moore (Morgan) and John 

Brantley (Matthew).  Morgan and Matthew received the traditional “laying on of hands,” but by their parents 
rather than the pastor in consideration of pandemic protocols.  They were presented with Bibles with their 
names embossed, presented “open” because that is the only way they will ever do them any good.  They were 
also presented with graduation gifts since they were unable to attend the in-person graduation recognition on 
July 26th. 

 

We rejoice in these two new disciples, “confirmed in 
the faith and fellowship of all true disciples of Jesus 
Christ,” and in their membership in Hamden Plains 
United Methodist Church. 

Pastor Brian Bodt 

Pictures by Nancy Estes 

Look  
what  
you 

missed 
this 

month 
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Collins Family Moreira Family 



The “November Messenger”                                  
deadline is Sunday, Oct 18th  

(always the third Sunday of the 
preceding month).   

Please submit articles electronically 
(preferred) to  secretary.hpumc@gmail.com or 
hard copy to Nancy at the church office (Tues, 
Wed., Thurs., 9 am – Noon) or by USPS at 15 
Church Street, Hamden, CT  06514 

VIDEO WORSHIP 
MATERIAL DEADLINE:  
For some time, the deadline 
for material for our weekly 
printed bulletin has been on 
Wednesdays at Noon.  We are 

now adding to that same deadline, video worship 
material, to be sent to George Joseph 
at dgjoseph.home@gmail.com.  Anyone recording 
remotely - liturgists, musicians, children's messages 
- are asked to submit by that deadline so that the 
editing and posting process will not be delayed.  
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  
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Please Join Us For Our  

2020 CT District Conference 

Sunday, September 27, 2020 

4:30 PM - 6:30 PM 

Via Zoom 

All Pastors and Lay Members of Conference are strongly 

encouraged to be on the call. 

        All others are encouraged as well.  

A fifteen (15) minute rehearsal for voting at Annual Conference (strongly 

recommended) will begin sharply at 4:35 PM, after which, we will commence our 

District Conference. 

*Note: After registering, you will receive an email prior to the day of the 

conference containing information about joining the meeting. 

Please click on the button below to register: 

https://ny-reg.brtapp.com/2020ConnecticutDistrictConference#  

We're looking forward to seeing you there. 

In Connecticut, After God, We Put People First! 

 

Rev. Alpher Sylvester, 

Superintendent 

Connecticut District 

20 Broadfield Road 

Hamden, CT 06517 

Phone: (914) 615-2227 

CTdistrict@nyac-umc.com 

Web 

site: www.CTDistrictUMC.org 

New York Conference of The 

United Methodist Church 

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors. 

mailto:secretary@HPUMC.comcastbiz.net
mailto:dgjoseph.home@gmail.com
https://ny-reg.brtapp.com/2020ConnecticutDistrictConference%23
mailto:ctdistrict@nyac-umc.com
https://ny-email.brtapp.com/!xfEXLahjbQO7wQl-23-9sM5TjyUnW+cineQKHmgcQ1u3wjB2Lo1GNjEuTaV4Kvmzw
https://ny-email.brtapp.com/!I56YeWVUiBjdSsvwqNGorvjTrD3-xzA2RbHOcMfia1ZS8b+9HjcNtVHyMyVqNtumw
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WOMEN’S GROUP 
The Women’s Group meets from September to June. This year we will meet in the 
Narthex at 1:00pm on the second Wednesday of each month, Masks must be worn, 
hand sanitizer must be used and 6 ft. social distancing maintained. Either bring your 
own chair or use ours. No refreshments will be served. 
 Join us for laughter,  Bible study and reflection. All women are welcome!  
If you have any questions, need transportation or further information, please contact 
Holly O’Brien at hollyobrien@snet.net or (203) 506-4822.  

The Second Wednesday Women’s Group 
August Meeting 

 

In August, The Women’s Group met for the first time in several months.  As you can see from the 
photos, we took the necessary COVID-19 precautions of sitting outside at least six feet apart and 
wearing masks.  We were cooled by a gentle breeze as we enjoyed this time of fellowship.  One 
advantage of being outside was being able to watch Charlotte’s giant bubbles 
as they drifted amazingly high into the sky.  We are never too old to enjoy 
bubbles!  At the end of the meeting, Marion set us off with the humorous 
COVID-19 Survival Kits.  Our September meeting will be held inside in the 
narthex.     

 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September Meeting 

 

      This month, our The Second Wednesday Women’s Group meeting was held the 
third Wednesday!  We met in the narthex, where we were greeted by animals of Africa, 
a tissue box centerpiece Marion made with African colors and design, and orange gift 
bags.  Although the gift bags contained other items, the African-design coaster Marion 
made was certainly the favorite.  Marion led our expedition to this continent as part of 
our WonderFull World women’s group curriculum.   This month’s focus was “Making a 
Difference in the World.” 

      The lesson reassured us that although we question what we can do in our troubled 
world where the needs are great, even our small efforts can make a difference, 
especially when combined with the small efforts of others.  Charlotte brought a request 
to the group that reinforced the truth of our lesson.  As Chair of Missions, Charlotte 
asked if the women would be willing to support mission work in Cambodia.  We agreed, 
and between money in our treasury and donations for this project, by the end of the 
meeting we are off to a good start with $25. It is not a large sum, but it will continue to 

grow, and when we send it off to be combined with other donations, our small efforts will make a 
big difference.  Our next Second Wednesday meeting will be at 1:00pm in the narthex on October 
14.  We will be visiting South America, and the focus will be on friendships.   

       Our WonderFull World journey will end with November’s trip to North 
America.  We will have a Christmas-themed meeting in December, and will 
start again in January with new curriculum.  What would you like to do?  All 
ideas are welcome.   All women are invited to join us.  If you need more 
information or have any questions, please call or text Holly O’Brien at (203)
506-4822 or send an e-mail to hollyobrien@snet.net.   
 

         



WANT TO VIEW OUR ON-LINE WORSHIP  

COACHING TO ACCESS ON-LINE WORSHIP: If you would like to have 

assistance in accessing “live” but remote worship through Zoom, or assistance in 
how to access recorded worship, please contact George Joseph 

(dgjoseph.home@gmail.com or 203.675.3595) or Carol Galloway 

(carol9996@hotmail.com or 203.687.6225).  They have coached others since we 

began our broadcast ministry and would be happy to assist you.  

Pumpkin Patch Update 
 

Normally, at this time of year we are making plans to open 

the HPUMC Pumpkin Patch and are recruiting volunteers. 

In consultation with Pastor Brian and other church 

leaders, the decision has been made to not open the 

Pumpkin Patch this year. There were several factors that 

went into making the decision. Purchasing the pumpkins 

is a big financial commitment by the church and the 

Corona virus creates too much uncertainty. There is no 

guarantee that we can safely sell the pumpkins or sell the 

pumpkins at all in October. It is my hope that next year the 

HPUMC Pumpkin Patch will return and continue to be an 

outreach ministry. 

 

Stay Safe, 
 

Megan Malanson 

Pumpkin Patch Co-Chair 

October meeting schedule: 

Thursday, October 1, 6:30 p.m. Worship Committee 

                                      7 :30 p..m . Leadership Team  

                                                         (restricted to elected members only) 

Thursday, October 8, 7:30 p.m.  Administrative Team 
Wednesday, October 14, 1:00 p.m.  Women’s Group 
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Our Prayer Team meets today in its newly established time: Wednesdays, 11 a.m. – 
Noon, in the Narthex.  Adherence to safe practices protocols is expected: facemasks 
worn, 6 feet social distance maintained, hand-sanitizer used.   We hope to grow 
participation in this ministry by maintaining a set time and using curriculum to guide us.  
If you are interested in participating, just come!  If you want to know more, contact 
Holly O’Brien at 203.506.4822 or hollyobrien@snet.net.  

mailto:dgjoseph.home@gmail.com
mailto:carol9996@hotmail.com
mailto:hollyobrien@snet.net


TAKE OUT ONLY FOR NOW 
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Serving the residents of Columbus House: Since the pandemic in March, we have 
been unable to serve “in-person”. We continue to support Columbus House with a 
monthly donation for this ministry. We will let our teams know when we can 
resume in-person serving.  

MISSIONS 
Donations for the food pantry have been way down. We started collecting a specific 
item each month. 
Missions would like to thank everyone for their contributions during this hard time for 
the Hamden Food Bank.  

In October we will be collecting pasta, rice, sauce etc.. Non-food items are always 
needed.  Please place all donations in the collection basket in the Narthex during office hours any Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday 9 am to Noon. 
We will also have a box in the parking lot on Sunday mornings for drop off . 

Thank You! The Mission committee 

Which is it??? I have the sniffles. Cough, Achoo. 
When you have a cold the symptoms develop gradually over a few days. With the 
flu they come quickly and are much more severe. 
Fever is not common with a cold. With the flu it is almost always present. 
With a cold most symptoms are in your nose and head and mild. With the flu your 
whole body feels awful. You may experience fever, chills, muscle aches, cough, 
runny nose, headaches and tiredness severely. 
With a cold you may not feel weak, with the flu definitely. 
There is no vaccine for the common cold or diagnostic test. With the flu you can 
be diagnosed with a nasal swab and vaccinated to protect yourself and others. 

There are no prescription medications to treat colds but over the counter meds may help. Researchers are 
working on a cure. With all the options out there lining the shelves it is difficult to choose which to buy. A 
study has shown that generic versions are just as effective as the name brand and can save you money. Don't 
choose based on the symptoms they claim to treat . Check the ingredients. Some may be harmful to people 
with existing health conditions such as high blood pressure. Check with your doctor if you have questions. 
Rest and plenty of fluids are usually recommended. 
With the flu antiviral medication may lessen the symptoms and shorten the course and/or prevent risk of more 
serious complications. I would encourage everyone to get a flu vaccine since we are perhaps facing a perfect 
storm with Covid-19 and the flu running concurrently this fall and winter. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Brenda Pineau R.N. 
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CHURCH REOPENING STAFFING:   

 If you are willing to consider serving on a cleaning/disinfecting team, please 

contact Sheldon Campbell at 203.430.3782 or sheldon.campbell@yale.edu. 
 If you are willing to consider assisting with our video and sound production 

of worship, please contact George Joseph at 203.675.3595 or 

dgjoseph.home@gmail.com. 

Please send in special 
achievements so we may 

acknowledge those who have 
excelled above and beyond.  

 
Also if you would like prayers for 
anyone drop us a note with their name 
and reason for the prayer. 
Send to: secretary.hpumc@gmail.com 

or leave a note in the collection plate for the 
secretary. 
You can let Pastor Brian know also. 

“Dinner for a Dollar” 
serves take-out only from 6 – 7 p.m. following 

Quinnipiack Valley Health District guidelines.  

Cooking teams work 3 – 5:30 p.m.; serving teams 

serve 5:30 – 8 p.m.  Meals 

are “to go” only.  To assist 
ANY Saturday please 

contact Marty Hartog at 

203.506.9788 or  

hartogm1@southernct.edu 
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THANKSGIVING BASKETS 
It’s that time of year again to start our Thanksgiving baskets. 

We will have bins outside during outdoor worship  

or you may bring items to the office during office hours. 

Week 1 (10/25) Canned Goods, Coffee, Tea 

Week 2 (11/1) Stuffing Mixes, gravies 

Week 3 (11/8) Cake mixes, pie crusts, pudding mixes 

Week 4 (11/15) Turkey Money Donations, Mark envelopes  

mailto:sheldon.campbell@yale.edu
mailto:dgjoseph.home@gmail.com
mailto:hartogm1@southernct.edu


TO DONATE ALTAR 
FLOWERS please sign up on 
the chart in the Foyer bulletin 
board (the main entry hall) or 
contact Nancy Estes at 
203.248.4654 (Tues.-Thurs. 

mornings) or at secretary.hpumc@gmail.com.    
Donation is $20, check payable to “HPUMC” 
memoed “altar flowers” or cash, either given to 
Nancy Estes.  Wording may be “in honor of” or 
“in memory of” and will be listed in the bulletin.  
You may take the flowers with you or leave them 
for Pastor Brian to deliver to our home-bound 
members.  Nancy Campbell continues to order 
from “Flowers on the Farm.” Your color         
preference requests, if any, should be placed with 
Nancy Estes when ordering.  We thank both 
Nancy’s for their role in beautifying our altar. 

HAMDEN FOOD BANK   

always needs your support and 
contributions to help Hamden residents 
who are in need.  The items that we 
need are non-perishable foods and 

basic  necessities, such as, soap, toilet paper, 
tooth paste, tooth brushes, and diapers. Your 
generous support will be greatly appreciated.  

For more information contact                           
Charlotte Sroka at 203.530.2860 or email                                         
charlotte.sroka306@frontier,com  

Cans for Congo:  

We want to send a thank you to those of you 
who have been donating their cans and bottles 
or receipts from recycling cans and bottles for 
the Congo Mission to Mulungwishi Seminary.  
Please continue to bring in your  receipts or 
cans to support this mission. The collection 
boxes for receipts and cans are  located in the 
narthex.   

INK CARTRIDGE RECYCLE PROGRAM 
OUR INK CARTRIDGE RECYCLE PROGRAM will gain 
us credit toward church office supplies.  Please bring them 
during office hours, Tues. – Thurs., 9 a.m. – Noon; leave them 
in a bag outside the parking lot door at your convenience, or 
bring them to Sunday worship.   

The month of  September we received $85 towards office supplies. This was used to purchase our                   

2 thermometers as we get ready for indoor worship temperature checks. 

Thank you for dropping off your used cartridges!! 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED FINANCIAL SUPPORT  

during the COVID-19 pandemic. Mail your gifts to HPUMC, 15 

Church Street, Hamden, CT  06514 or bring them to Sunday worship 

and leave them in the “touch-less” plate. 
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Those who are in nursing homes Rehabilitation Centers & Hospitals or home bound 
Dorine Bogacki, Masonic Home, 22 Masonic Ave., Wallingford, CT 06492 
Pat Leno, Arden House, 850 Mix Ave., Hamden, CT 06514 
Sandra Maynard, 102B Treadwell St., Hamden, CT 06514 
Elizabeth Mayo, 200 Leeder Hill Dr. #213, Hamden, CT 06517 
Claudette Morrison, 112 East Gate Ln., Hamden, CT 06514 
Marianne Reynolds, 656 Center St., D208, Wallingford, CT 06492 

Please keep those serving in the military in your prayers                                            

COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

  Sundays 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm  French Church 
  Mondays 3:30 pm - 6:00 pm  United Girls Choir 
    6:00 pm - 8:30 pm  Living Water Bible Study 

Meeting 
  Tuesdays 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Hispanic AA 
  Thursdays 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Men’s AA 

Meeting 
    7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Hispanic AA 
  3rd Thursday 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Hamden Plains Friends 
  Saturdays 3:00 - 5:00 pm   Spanish Women’s AA 
  4th Saturday 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  AA Spanish Speaking D-10 A-11 

Meeting 
  Various Days/Times        Daniel Cohen 

For the time being outside activities have suspended meetings. 

PLEASE SEND A NOTE to any of the folks below.  Megan Malanson is tracking 
these contacts.  If you make one and would like to report that to Megan, please reach 
her at megmalanson@yahoo.com.   If there is someone you think should be 
contacted by the pastor, please notify him at his contacts noted above. 

ADDRESSES FOR PEOPLE LIVING ALONE OR WITH CARE NEEDS: 
(Some opted not to be on this list: please contact Pastor with corrections.) 
Bales, Mary, 33 Woodruff Street, #113, Hamden, 06518 
Bogacki, Dorine, 22 Masonic Avenue, Wallingford, 06492 
Gursky, John, 1492 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, 06514 
Hartsoe, Lois, 5324 Ashlar Village, Wallingford, 06492 
Leno, Pat, 850 Mix Avenue, Hamden, 06514 
Maynard, Sandy, 102B Treadwell Street, Hamden, 06514 
Mayo, Elizabeth, 200 Leeder Hill Drive, Apt. 213, Hamden, 06517 
Morrison, Claudette and Jimmy, 112 East Gate Lane, Hamden, 06514 
Pearson, Wilette, 306 Forest Street Ext., Hamden, 06518 
Raccio, Jean and Carmine, 15 Sunrise Cove Road, Branford, 06405 
Reynolds, Marianne, 656 Center Street, Apt. D208, Wallingford, 06492 
Secl, Sarah, 170 Glenview Terrance, New Haven, 06515 
Shaw, Rosemary, 345 Fountain Street, Apt. 202, New Haven, 06515 
Silver, Michele, 194 Dorrence Street, Hamden, 06518 
Teodosio, Frank, 144 Belden Road, Hamden, 06514 
Tucker, John, 64 Warren Street, Hamden, 06514 
Williams, Trudy, 41 West Helen Street, Hamden, 06514 
Wycoff, Denise and Pieter, 135 Grandview Avenue, Hamden, 06514  
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please let the office or Pastor know if prayers are needed 

Sophia Wheeler, removal of adenoids on Oct. 7. 
Bill Welch, recovering from hip replacement. 
Harvey, Mari’s grandfather, in the hospital. 
Rosemary Shaw, recovering from surgery. 
Lindsay Collins, recovering from stiches resulting from a dog bite. 
Pilar Gebara, mother of Sophia (girlfriend of Marcus Brantley), recovering  
             from brain surgery Aug. 10. 
Terri Bennett, recovering from a broken fibula sustained in a fall. 
John, partner of Marty Hartog’s niece, recovering from being struck by a car while riding a  
          bicycle in New York City, and sustaining damage to his spinal cord 
Jason Calabrese, Stacey Riccardi’s brother, recovering from a stroke. 
James Karpuc and family, friend of Anthony Moore.  James is being treated for brain cancer. 
 
For our world during the corona virus                                     
UM Church, during historic changes               
Please pray for our Church daily 

Please submit prayer request to the church office, secretary.hpumc@gmail.com                                                                  
or leave a message on the office phone. 203.248.4654 

You can always contact Pastor Brian for other needs. 
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   October 4  October 11  October 18  October 25 

 Liturgist  Holly O’Brien Marcus Brantley  Krystal Ritchie   George Joseph 

 Song Leader  Daniel Bodt Will Hartog  Sheldon Campbell   Pastor Brian Bodt 

 Special Music  Marty Hartog  Terri Bennett  Anthony Moore  Morgen Campbell 

 Worship Host #1 
                        #2 

 Kersten Moore 
Krystal Ritchie 

 Krystal Ritchie 
Nancy Estes 

 Lisa Collins 
Carol Galloway 

 Carol Galloway  
Megan Malanson 

 Attendance Clerk  Krystal Ritchie  Nancy Estes  Carol Galloway  Megan Malanson 

 Disinfecting Team 
 

 Holly O’Brien 
Nancy Estes 

Sheldon Campbell 
Kersten Moore  

 Pastor Brian 
Carol Galloway 

 Megan Malanson 
Charlotte Sroka 

Program Producer   George Joseph  George Joseph  George Joseph  George Joseph 

 Counters 
 

 Krystal Ritchie 
Kersten Moore 

Marty Hartog 
Bancroft Nicholson  

 Kirby Stafford 
Sheldon Campbell 

 Lynn Brantley 
Randi Delgado 

mailto:secretary@HPUMC.comcastbiz.net
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1
st 

Marilyn Mather 

2
nd 

Conrad Estes 

3
rd 

Christian Pommills 

3
rd

  Derrick Pommills 

6
th 

Jason Lewis 

7
th 

Sandy Steigman 

8
th 

John Brantley 

9
th 

Kaleigh McCann 

10
th 

Meghan Wyckoff 

11
th 

Karen Sroka 

15
th 

Elizabeth Atwood 

16
th
                 Aaron Rattley 

19th Mariah Brantley 

19
th 

Megan Malanson 

19
th 

Rosemary Franklin 

19
th 

Justin Taylor Welch Jr 

23
rd 

Elijah Antwi 

24
th 

Jordan Earl 

24
th
  Thomas La Blanc 

26
th
  Joseph Atwood 

29
th 

Sheldon Campbell 

29
th 

Venonique Lewis 

4
th 

Gil Earl & Michelle Plyler  1997 

5
th 

Pieter & Stefanie Wyckoff 2013 

12
th 

Richard & Stacey Riccardi   1996 

PUZZLE FUN 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  Worship 
6:30 pm 
Leadership 
7:30 p.m.  

2 3 Dinner for a 
Dollar  6-7 pm 

4 World 
Communion 
Sunday 
Sunday 
School 9 a.m. 
Worship    
10:15 am  
outside 

5 6 

Confirmation 
5 pm 
Covenant 
Disciple 6:30 

7  

Prayer Group  
11 am 

8 Admin 
Team 7 pm 

9 10  

Dinner for a 
Dollar 6-7 pm 

11   Sunday 
School 9 a.m. 
Worship    
10:15 am  
outside 

12 13 

Confirmation 
5 pm 
Covenant 
Disciple 6:30  

14 Prayer 
Group  11 am 

Women’s 
Group 1 pm 

15 16 17  

Dinner for a 
Dollar 6-7 pm 

18 Messenger 
Deadline 
Sunday 
School 9 a.m. 
Worship    
10:15 am  
outside 

19 20 

Confirmation 
5 pm 
Covenant 
Disciple 6:30  

21 

Prayer Group  
11 am 

22 23 24 Columbus 
House 
Dinner for a 
Dollar 6-7 pm 
New York 
Annual Conf.
(via Zoom) 

25   Sunday 
School 9 a.m. 
Worship    
10:15 am  
outside 

26 27 

Confirmation 
5 pm 
Covenant 
Disciple 6:30  

28 

Prayer Group  
11 am 

29 30 31  

Dinner for a 
Dollar 6-7 pm 

 



Phone: 203-248-4654 
E-MAIL: brian.bodt@nyac-umc.com 
E-MAIL: Secretary.hpumc@gmail.com 

HAMDEN PLAINS UMC 
15 CHURCH STREET 
HAMDEN   CT     06514 

The Rev. Dr. Brian Bodt, Pastor 
Nancy Estes, Editor 

the messenger 
october 

2020 


