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Dear Hamden Plains Church community, 
 
Thank you for using this document to participate at home in this Sunday's live-
streamed worship.  Please note that the hymns are scanned at the end of the 
liturgy and before the announcements. 
 
This document is also on the website, where the sermon can be found as well. 
 
See you "at," if not "in," church! 

Pastor Brian 
 
 

ON-LINE ORDER OF WORSHIP 



HAMDEN PLAINS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
15 Church Street 

Hamden, Connecticut  06515 
(203) 248-4654 

www.hamdenplainsumc.com 
https://www.facebook.com/HamdenPlainsUMC/ 

  
THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

MARCH 29, 2020 
  

ENTRANCE AND PRAISE 
+ Those able please stand 

  
Prelude 
  
Welcome to the Parish 
  
+Opening Hymn      “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”          UMH #298 
(All hymns are posted at the end of the thread.) 
  
+Call to Worship                                                          Romans 8:16-18, NRSV 
L: We are children of God, 
P: And if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ-- 
L: If, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
P: The sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory that is about to be revealed to us. 
ALL: LET US WORSHIP THIS GOD OF GLORY, REVEALED IN JESUS,  
          THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE. 
  
Prayer of the Day (seated, unison)                                              UMH #461, ed. 
Gracious God, as your Son wept with Mary and Martha at the tomb of 
Lazarus, look with compassion on those who grieve, especially those whose 
loved ones are dying in this pandemic.  Grant those who grieve the 
assurance of your presence now and faith in your eternal goodness, that in 



them may be fulfilled the promise that those who mourn shall be comforted; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
  
Prayer of Confession (unison)                                      
            O Lord, sometimes the wounds of grief are so deep that we turn away 
from you and the way of holy living.  We confess that we try to drown our 
sorrows with whatever dulls the pain.  In so doing we substitute another god 
for the healing and salvation that only You can give.  Forgive our unbelief, 
reminding us again that in life, in death, and in life beyond death, you are 
with us.  Amen. 
  
Silent Confession 
  
Words of Pardon (by the pastor) 
  
Women’s History Moment                                           Preethi Varghese-Joseph 
  
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
Prayer for Illumination (unison)                                                            
            O Lord, who has taught us that in returning and rest we shall be 
saved: draw near to us in these Holy Scriptures, and we might find in them 
your salvation revealed, most especially in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
  
The Psalter                                   Psalm 130                                    UMH #516 
  
+The Gospel                                                     John 11:1-45 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness 
does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 
place where he was. 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea 



again.” 8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone 
you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve 
hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they 
see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the light 
is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if 
he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking 
about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then 
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the 
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with 
him.” 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many 
of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their 
brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on 
the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.” 28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and 
told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she 
heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the 
village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were 
with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 
said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When 
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid 
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the 



Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 38Then Jesus, 
again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, 
said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 
days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the 
glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, 
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I 
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe 
that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of 
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him 
go.” 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 
Jesus did, believed in him. 
Liturgist: The Gospel of the Lord.  People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  
Especially for the Children                                                                 Lisa Collins 
  
The Pastoral Prayer 
  
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                            UMH #895 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
  
Hymn of Preparation (seated)     “Now the Green Blade Riseth”      Hymn #311 
  
The Sermon         “An Early Easter”                                                 Pastor Brian 
  
Hymn (seated)               “O the Lamb”                                               Hymn #300 
(Sing twice) 
  



Presentation of Tithes and Offerings                      
You may mail your offering to 15 Church Street, Hamden, CT  06514 
If you have pledge envelopes, they are preaddressed requiring only a stamp. 
Offerings are being processed with our usual security and confidentiality. 
+Offertory Prayer 
  
GOING FORTH 
+Hymn                       “Up From the Grave He Arose”                         UMH #322 
  
+The Benediction 
  
The Postlude 
  
THE WORSHIP IS ENDED: THE SERVICE BEGINS. 



 



 



 



 



 
 
TODAY AT HAMDEN PLAINS 
WARM GREETINGS TO ALL who are worshipping with us on-line today during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  You will continue to find out much about us 
at www.hamdenplainsumc.com, including the latest updates on our response to 
this public health crisis. 
  



REMOTE WORSHIP IMPROVEMENTS: 
To eliminate the buffering and sound distortion of the last two Sundays, we have 
moved to pre-recording the worship.   Our tests show much better sound quality, 
and pre-recording eliminates the “buffering” and loss of transmission. 
  
The address for remote worship requiring only Internet access is: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA 
  
Last Sunday’s sermon, “Was Blind, But Now…” was lost in its original 
broadcast.  It, along with John 9, has been re-recorded and posted on the 
YouTube address above. 
  
THE CHURCH OFFICE IS NOW CLOSED INDEFINITELY.  To reach Church 
Secretary Nancy Estes, you may call the church at 203.248.4654 or e-mail her 
at secretary.hpumc@gmail.com.  Nancy will check for messages during the regular 
office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. – Noon.  You may also 
reach Pastor Brian Bodt at 203.747.1781 (call or text) or brianbodt@sbcglobal.net. 
  
ALL MEETINGS AND EVENTS IN OUR BUILDING CURRENTLY 
SUSPENDED: Fellowship Time, French Church, United Girls Choir, sanctuary 
prayer, Covenant Discipleship, Confirmation, Hamden Plains Friends, Overeaters 
Anonymous, Hispanic AA, Women’s Hispanic AA, Men’s AA.  
  
We are conducting Confirmation remotely via Zoom.  We are working to establish a 
conference call for needed church meetings. 
  
CONGREGATIONAL CARE will not meet today.  Megan Malanson is keeping 
track of who in our congregation has been contacted, and by whom.  If you make a 
contact and would like to report that to Megan, please reach her 
at meganmalanson@yahoo.com.  Contacts need not be limited to persons in 
skilled nursing care or with adverse medical conditions.  Please do check on one 
another.  If there is someone you think specifically should be contacted by the 
pastor, please notify him at his contacts noted above. 
  



PLEASE CONTINUE YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT during the COVID-19 
pandemic by mailing your gifts to HPUMC, 15 Church Street, Hamden, CT  06514. 
  
THE APRIL “MESSENGER” was mailed electronically and via USPS on March 
24th. 
  
WE WELCOME CORBIN BEISNER, hired as our Substitute Organist beginning 
April 5, through May 31.  Mr. Beisner will be playing each Sunday.  Give him a 
virtual welcome! 
  
WAYS TO BE IN MINISTRY AND MISSION DURING THE PANDEMIC: 

• Hold your Diaper Donations for the Hamden Food Bank and “Cans for the 
Congo” until we reopen. 

• Stay abreast of developments by reading your e-mail or checking the 
website. 

• Use your HPUMC Lenten devotional. 
• Read the upcoming Sunday scriptures as an act of spiritual formation. 
• Serve at “Dinner for a Dollar” (take-out only).  Contact Marty Hartog at 

203.506.9788 or hartogm1@southernct.edu 
• Check in by phone on someone home-bound or elderly. 
• Continue to mail in your tithes and offerings. 
• Read the April “Messenger.” 

  
GOOD FRIDAY PRAYER VIGIL will be held remotely on Friday, April 10, from 8 
p.m. to 7 a.m.  To sign up for a one-hour time to pray, please contact Holly O’Brien 
at 203.506.4822. 
  
EASTER FLOWERS: If you would like to beatify our altar at Easter, complete the 
form at the end of this thread and return it with payment to the church office by 
Sunday, April 5th. 
  
NEXT SUNDAY, Palm Sunday, April 5 
The message “Passion” will be based on Matthew 21:1-11, Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29, 



Isaiah 50:4-9a, Philippians 2:5-11 with excerpts from Matthew 26 and 27.  There 
will be no Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  The children’s message will be by 
Pastor Brian. 
  
Please remember in prayer: 
Guy Malanson, Hunter’s father, facing medical concerns 
Judy Shillady and Rev. Jim Stinson, friends of Pastor Brian and Carol, recovering 
from surgeries 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
EASTER FLOWERS 
April 12, 2020 
Easter Lilly $9.00 ____   Daffodil 6in pot $7.00 ____ 
Tulip 6in pot $7.00 ____ Hyacinth 6in pot $7.00 ____ 
  
Your Name: _______________________________________ 
  
In Honor of: ________________________________________ 
  



 

In Memory of: ______________________________________ 
All orders must be paid to Nancy Estes by April 5th  
  Palm Sunday  
Leave in Office, collection plate OR Mail to:      
 35 Newton St, Meriden, Ct. 06450 
(Please make check payable to Nancy Estes and mark it “Easter Flowers” on the 
notation line.) 
  

 

 


