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The Messenger 

Dear Hamden Plains Church community, 
 

 Never, it seems, is the day without challenges. 
 

 One year ago I wrote about our still-ongoing revitalization efforts.  At 
that point we were still trying to decide in what direction God was leading us.  
It is now clear, at least as measured by participation in the historic member-
ship vows of “prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness,” that most of our 
members want us to remain at Church Street and Dixwell Avenue and thrive 
in ministry.  To God be the glory! 
 

 As I write this in mid-March, we are in the midst of the new challenge 
of pandemic illness.  As with our direction a year ago, much is unknown and 
the way forward is unclear.  To this we could add the coming separation of 
The United Methodist Church and the general decline of so-called 
“organized religion.”  None of this takes into account the individual and family 
challenges we face. 
 

 And yet…. 
 

 To me, this is the message of God in every age.  The worst that we 
face and the worst we can do is not the end of the story.  Where we put a 
“period,” God puts a “comma.”  Even in that moment of greatest despair, 
where Jesus himself cries from the cross, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” (Psalm 22:1), there is more to the story. 
 

And yet…. 
 

The “and yet,” of course, is the resurrection of Christ on Easter Day, 
and the resurrection promise of new and eternal life for us all.  Jesus’ story 
did not end on a cross on Calvary, but with an empty tomb.  His life is victori-
ous over temporal death and the spiritual death that threatens, and he him-
self is the way to experience that victory anew.  As I said in a recent sermon, 
Jesus refreshes and revives us: 

 

Continued on page 2 
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Many thanks for participating once again in the annual Ash Wednesday service. I've had many posi-
tive comments about the service. 
 
I wanted you to know that the offering collected for the Hamden Fuel Bank totaled 
$400! 
 
Please thank your congregations for their kind support. 
 
All the best -  
 
The Rev. Douglas J. House, Sr. Pastor 
The Mt. Carmel Congregational Church, UCC 
Hamden, CT 
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On behalf of the Leadership Team, I am pleased to announce that, Bancroft 
Nicholson Sr., is the new Sexton at Hamden Plains United Methodist 
Church. He was hired on February 17, 2020 and I heard reports that he was 
hard at work in the church the very next day. Before he was hired as Sexton, 
Bancroft worked with Marty to clean that downstairs men's bathroom that is 
being used by our Dinner for a Dollar patrons. I have only heard how bad it 
was before it was cleaned but I saw how their hard paid off! We can also 
thank Bancroft for more light in the kitchen. He replaced all the bulbs above 
the sinks and got the whole row of lights to work. These are just a couple of 
examples of the care that Bancroft will provide our church. If you haven't 
already done so, please welcome Bancroft as our new Sexton the next time 
you see him.  

In Christian love,  
Megan Malanson 

WELCOME 

Continued from page 1 
Crossing over gender lines and ethnic hurdles. 
Crossing over cultural barriers and religious divides. 
Crossing over social taboos and economic walls. 
Crossing over our defenses to transform and renew us. 
Crossing over judgment with grace. 
Crossing over pain and fear to give relief and courage. 
Crossing over us, our sin and shame, to make us the Church, His body on earth. 
Crossing over the rubble of our lives to walk with us into a new tomorrow. 

 

 Like the water hidden in the rock in Exodus (17:1-7), his Spirit is already there, within us, 
bubbling like a hidden spring, waiting to burst forth in a gush of living water. 

 

 In this issue and the coming Easter letter are listed the opportunities to gather in community 
and experience again this restorative power.  Do pray!  Do come! 
 

Your servant in Christ, 
Pastor Brian 
Rev. Dr. Brian R. Bodt, Pastor 



Hamden Plains United Methodist Church, Hamden, Connecticut 
Sunday worship at 10:15 a.m., Pastor Brian Bodt, preaching 

Virtual Adult class 9 – 9:45 a.m. 
On-line on youtube https://tinyurl.com/rbtjefb Or Facebook page www.facebook.com/HamdenPlainsUMC/  

 

April 5  PALM SUNDAY 
   During COVID-19 pandemic there is no public worship- 
   Sacrament has been suspended 
      The message “Passion” will be based on Matthew 21:1-11, Psalm  118:1-2, 19-29, 
   Isaiah 50:4-9a, Philippians 2:5-11 and excerpts from Matthew 26 and  27.    
   The children’s message will be by Pastor Brian 
 

April 9  MAUNDY THURSDAY 
7 p.m.   The Last Supper (spoken) remembers the final night of Jesus’ human life as told from 
   John’s Gospel, chapters 13-17.   The message will be “WWJD.” 
 

April 10  GOOD FRIDAY 
7 p.m.   Our service of Tenebrae (“shadows”) uses readings from John’s Gospel (Chapters 18 
   and 19) and hymns reflecting on Christ’s sacrifice.  Additional readings will be Psalm 
   22 and Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12.  The message is entitled “Suffering the Fear of Violence.” 
 

The overnight prayer vigil will be conducted at home until  7 a.m. on Holy Saturday.  Those keeping vigil 
commit to one hour of prayer. Please sign up with Holly O’Brien at 203.506.4822 or hollyobrien@snet.net. 
 

April 12  THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD, EASTER DAY 

10:15 a.m.  The message “Forever” will be based on Colossians 3:1-4 and Matthew 28:1-10 with 
   Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 and Acts 10:34-43.   Our children’s message   will be by Lynn 
   Brantley.   
 

April 19              BRIGHT SUNDAY/THE ORDER FOR CONFIRMATION 
   “The Real Deal” will be the sermon based on John 20:19-31 and I Peter 1:3-9  .   
   Additional readings are Psalm 16 and Acts 2:14a, 22-32.  If possible we will celebrate 
   the Order for Confirmation for Morgan Ashley Collins, daughter of Lisa and Gregg; and 
   Matthew Palvo Moreira, son of Allison and Paul.  If not it will be scheduled at a later 
   time. Our children’s message will be by George Joseph. 
 

April 26  THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
   “The Date on the Label” will be the sermon based on Luke 24:13-35 and I Peter 1:17-
   23.  Our children’s message will be by Kersten Moore. 
 

Advance reading of the scriptures is an act of spiritual formation. 
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MISSIONS 
Donations for the food pantry have been down. We Started collecting a specific 
item each month. 
Missions would like to thank everyone for their contributions to our March diaper 
drive for the Hamden Food Bank.  

In April we will be collecting breakfast item like pancake mixes, syrup or cereals, 
for the Hamden Food Bank. 

Looking ahead to May we will be collecting  sandwich supplies like peanut butter, jelly, tuna etc.. Non-food 
items are always needed.   Please place all donations in the collection basket in the Narthex. 

Thank You! The Mission committee 

Dinner for a Dollar at Hamden Plains UMC and Columbus House                                        

     Cooking Team: 3:00 – 5:30 (Team of at least 4-6 people) 
Prepare the food to be cooked.                Wash the cooking utensils as cooking is completed. 
Cook the food.    Prepare the food to be served. 
 
Serving Team: 5:30 – 8:00 (Team of 4-6 people) 
Serve the food between 6:00-7:00 as people come to the door for pick up. 
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Dinner for a Dollar Update 
Thanks to all the volunteers who have helped with Dinner for a Dollar. We have 
four weeks under our belt and have adjusted to the coronavirus outbreak by offer-
ing meals as take out this past week and in future weeks. The food was cooked 
by Eli Whitney last week, but all future dates will have the assigned teams doing 

the cooking. While our next assigned cooking date is March 28th and would normally be hosted by the 
Hamden Plains Men, we are monitoring the situation as it develops. 
  
Columbus House update 
Marty has been in touch with Columbus House and they have given us three options for cooking for 
them. While we will not be admitted to serve the food, they said that we could either drop off the cooked 
food for them to serve, drop off the uncooked ingredients for a meal for them to cook and serve, or 
make a monetary contribution for them to purchase the food themselves. In conjunction with Pastor 
Brian and Charlotte Sroka, we decided to take up the option of giving Columbus House a donation of 
$100 to provide the meal for March 28th. They indicated that their food provider would allow them to 
make the meal using those funds. We would then reevaluate what to do next month. 
  
As of now, we will still cook for Dinner for a Dollar on March 28th if that is still deemed to be safe, but will 
be able to simplify the meal and consider options for cooking the meal. Marty will monitor this situation 
over the next week and stay in touch with those who have volunteered to serve that day. 
  
Thanks, again, to all and please be patient as we build the plane that we are flying. 
  
Marty 



April meeting schedule: 

All meetings will be held remotely until further notice 

Worship Committee Thurs., April 2 6:30 pm 

Leadership Team Thurs., April 2  7:30 pm 

 Women’s Group Wednesday April 8 at 1 pm. 
Administrative Team Thursday, April 16, 7 p.m.  

Serving the residents of Columbus House is done by HPUMC the 4th Saturday of 
each month.  At Columbus House request, we are not cooking but supporting them 
with cash donation. Serving on May 23 Marty Hartog and Team. If you will be part of 
this team, please contact Marty Hartog at 203.506.9788 or                             
hartogm1@southernct.edu.  
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CONFIRMATION CLASS 

Our confirmation class has been busy at work. This time they painted the coat room and outside the 
nursery areas. They are helping to beautify our church. 

Thank you to Pastor Brian, Morgan Collins, Mathew Moreira, Charlotte  

Sroka and Bancroft Nicholson. 

mailto:hartogm1@southernct.edu


DID YOU KNOW THAT WE HAVE WEEKDAY PRAYER AT HPUMC? 

WEEKDAY PRAYER continues each Tuesday, 11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. We ask that 
everyone stop during that time and pray, even if only for a few minutes.  Please let 
Holly know of your interest at 203.506.4822 or hollyobrien@snet.net.  
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Palm Sunday April 5th  

Maundy Thursday Service April 9th 7pm  

Good Friday Service April 10th 7pm  

Prayer Vigil April 10th 8pm - April 11th 7am  

Easter Service April 12th 10:15am  

EASTER FLOWERS  

April 12, 2020 

Easter Lilly $9.00 ____   Daffodil 6in pot $7.00 ____ 

Tulip 6in pot $7.00 ____ Hyacinth 6in pot $7.00 ____ 

 

Your Name: _______________________________________ 

 

In Honor of: ________________________________________ 

 

In Memory of: ______________________________________ 

All orders must be paid to Nancy Estes by April 5
th

, Palm Sunday  

Leave in Office, collection plate OR Mail to:  35 Newton St, Meriden, Ct. 06450 

(Please make check payable to Nancy Estes and mark it “Easter Flowers” on the notation line.) 

mailto:hollyobrien@snet.net


Please send in special 
achievements so we may ac-
knowledge them. 
Also if you would like 
prayers for anyone drop us a 
note with their name and rea-
son for the prayer. 
Send to: secre-
tary.hpumc@gmail.com or 
leave a note in the collection 
plate for the secretary. 
You can always let Pastor 
Brian know also. 

The May Messenger”                                  
deadline is Sunday, April 19, 

(always the third Sunday of 
the preceding month).   

Please submit articles electronically (preferred) to  
secretary.hpumc@gmail.com or hard copy to Nancy 
at the church office (Tues, Wed., Thurs., 9 am – 
Noon) or by USPS at 15 Church Street, Hamden, 
CT  06514 
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SEE WHAT YOU MISSED IN CHURCH THIS MONTH!!! 

Each Sunday in March we had 5 women of our congregation give presentations to help us celebrate 
“Women’s History Month”. 
Thank you to Terri Bennett, Morgen Campbell, Michele Silver (pictured), Megan Malanson (pictured) 
and Preethi Varghese-Joseph for their insightful presentations. 
You can see the presentations from Terri, Morgen and Preethi on the you tube link from their      
Sunday. 

mailto:secretary@HPUMC.comcastbiz.net
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The Women’s Group March meeting brought us to Asia as part of our spiritual 
study of the continents and then on to Ireland for an early St. Patrick’s Day celebra-
tion.  Holly added chow mien noodles and mint Oreo cookies to the women’s bag 
lunch.  We enjoyed the fellowship of a shared meal followed by a game of 
Irish Would You Rather?  This month’s study focused on the scripture reading of 
the woman in the crowd who was healed simply by touching the hem of Jesus’ 

cloak.  We were reminded that even those times when we may feel we are just one of many, God so 
loved each one of us that He gave His only son to die so that we might live.  All are welcome to join us 
April 8 as we travel to Africa!   



 
Sermon manuscripts are available on our website,  
www.hamdenplainsumc.com. 
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Rev. Alpher Sylvester, 

Superintendent 
Connecticut District 
20 Broadfield Road 
Hamden, CT 06517 
Phone: (914) 615-2227 
CTdistrict@nyac-umc.com 
Web 
site: www.CTDistrictUMC.org 

New York Conference of The 
United Methodist Church 

 

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors. 

SAVE THE DATE!!!  

  

2020 CT District Conference 

  

Sunday, April 26, 2020 

AT 

Prospect United Methodist Church 

99 Summer Street, Bristol, CT 06010 

  

In Connecticut, After God, We Put People First! 

To be determined based on COVID-19 pandemic 

http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com
https://ny-email.brtapp.com/!I56YeWVUiBjdSsvwqNGorvjTrD3-xzA2RbHOcMfia1ZS8b+9HjcNtVHyMyVqNtumw
mailto:ctdistrict@nyac-umc.com
https://ny-email.brtapp.com/!xfEXLahjbQO7wQl-23-9sM5TjyUnW+cineQKHmgcQ1u3wjB2Lo1GNjEuTaV4Kvmzw
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Our Shove Tuesday Pancake Supper was a great fellowship event. 

Throughout the evening we had about 25 people join us for pancakes, bacon or sausage. 
There was even a Hot Chocolate Bar set up by Charlotte Sroka. It had different types of 
hot chocolate. You could use hot water or  the warm milk. Your choices included adding 
more chocolate to adding sprinkles. She even had regular or peppermint whip cream. 

John Brantley made the pancakes while Harold Estes made the sausage and bacon. 

The confirmation students,  Morgan Collins and  Matthew Moreira, helped set up, prep 
and clean up. 

As Pastor Brian always says, “no one can do everything, but everyone can do some-
thing” was  the theme for that night. 

I would like to thank EVERYONE who helped. I don’t think there was anyone who 
came that did not pitch in to help with either the cooking, prep work, setup or clean up. 

Nancy Estes 
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TAKE OUT ONLY FOR NOW 
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Dear Hamden Plains Church community, 
As you know, we are suspending Sunday school and public worship until further notice. 
However, a skeleton worship leadership team will present an edited service that will be broad-
cast at our usual worship time of 10:15 a.m., with prelude to begin shortly before that. 
Sunday services can be viewed online at YouTube Live! your laptop/desktop/smartphone/tablet: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx9SaFTah9eFh7T6lEXeYxw/ or  
  
https://tinyurl.com/rbtjefb 
  
The stream will begin at 10:00 am ahead of the service starting at 10:15am to allow you to test 
your connection. 
  
Since this is being done hastily, the service regrettably will not be interactive so viewers will be 
able to see and hear the pastor and musicians, but they will not be able to see or hear the view-
ers.  
  
YOU DO NOT NEED AN ACCOUNT FOR THIS, JUST ACCESS TO THE INTERNET. 
 
For those with Facebook accounts, you may access that service 
at facebook.com/HamdenPlainsUMC/ 
 
You may also read the sermon and follow along with the bulletin on our web-
site, http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com. 

Thank you to George Joseph for setting up the YouTube connection and Nancy Estes for      
managing the Facebook link and Holly O’Brien for posting on our website. 

Thank you for the wonderful words of support from our Live stream effort. 

We are still an active congregation despite what we are living through!   What a great picture!                 
Carol 

We watched it from my phone!     Lisa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Asher and Elias watching service and 
children’s sermon virtually. 

Love it. Peace Charlotte 

Brian, many thanks to you and your  
Secretary for this excellent aid to       
worship -  allows us to follow along and 
participate rather than just listening.  
Thanks! 
Elna Godburn.  New Haven.  

Thank you all for today’s worship service: 
 

George and Nancy for making it possible. 
Pastor Brian for a powerful sermon.  Hearing it preached 
adds so much to just reading it.  I loved the Gatorade—I 
have some in the fridge for Joe, so it will be a daily        
reminder of my spiritual thirst.  
Terri for your music.  I wish I could have taken a picture of 
your playing with the banner behind you—just beautiful. 
Marty for being the congregation and for your Children’s 
Sermon.  The sermons are always so good, but your    
tapping on the rock for water and the way you fit it into   
today’s situation with the virus put it at the top of the list. 
 

I just loved being in the sanctuary for Sunday worship!!!   
 

As Worship Chair 
THANK YOU!!! 
Holly   

enjoyed your worship.  Thanks for the Jesus gatorade sermon.  You are a great pastor.   Bill Shillady 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx9SaFTah9eFh7T6lEXeYxw/
https://tinyurl.com/rbtjefb
http://facebook.com/HamdenPlainsUMC/
http://www.hamdenplainsumc.com./


TO DONATE ALTAR 
FLOWERS please sign up on 
the chart in the Foyer bulletin 
board (the main entry hall) or 
contact Nancy Estes at 
203.248.4654 (Tues.-Thurs. 

mornings) or at secretary.hpumc@gmail.com.    
Donation is $20, check payable to “HPUMC” 
memoed “altar flowers” or cash, either given to 
Nancy Estes.  Wording may be “in honor of” or 
“in memory of” and will be listed in the bulletin.  
You may take the flowers with you or leave them 
for Pastor Brian to deliver to our home-bound 
members.  Nancy Campbell continues to order 
from “Flowers on the Farm.” Your color         
preference requests, if any, should be placed with 
Nancy Estes when ordering.  We thank both 
Nancy’s for their role in beautifying our altar. 

HAMDEN FOOD BANK   
always needs your support and contri-
butions to help Hamden residents who 
are in need.  The items that we need 
are non-perishable foods and basic  

necessities, such as, soap, toilet paper, tooth 
paste, tooth brushes, and diapers. Your gener-
ous support will be greatly appreciated.  
For more information contact                           
Charlotte Sroka at 203.530.2860 or email                                         
charlotte.sroka306@frontier,com  

Cans for Congo:  
We want to send a thank you to those of you 
who have been donating their cans and bottles 
or receipts from recycling cans and bottles for 
the Congo Mission to Mulungwishi Seminary.  
Please continue to bring in your  receipts or 
cans to support this mission. The collection 
boxes for receipts and cans are  located in the 
narthex.   
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6th Frank Teodosio 
10th Martha Mathewson 
14th Wilette Pearson 
19th George Joseph 
20th Melissa Craine 
22nd Mary Erdmann 
23rd Rick Erdmann 
25th                 Morgan Collins 
25th Preethi Varghese-Joseph 
26th Janet Sroka 
28th Kayla Cameron 
30th Mark Atwood 

10th Conrad & Heather Estes 2016 
17th John & Charlotte Sroka    1982 



PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please let the office or Pastor know if prayers are needed 

And those who are in nursing homes Rehabilitation Centers & Hospitals or home bound 
Dorine Bogacki, hospice care at Masonic Home, 22 Masonic Ave., Wallingford, CT 06492 
Pat Leno, Arden House, 850 Mix Ave., Hamden, CT 06514 
Sandra Maynard, 102B Treadwell St., Hamden, CT 06514 
Elizabeth Mayo, 200 Leeder Hill Dr. #213, Hamden, CT 06517 
Claudette Morrison, 112 East Gate Ln., Hamden, CT 06514 
Marianne Reynolds, 656 Center St., D208, Wallingford, CT 06492 
Luella Williams, Arden House, 850 Mix Ave., Hamden, CT 06514 

Please keep those serving in the military in your prayers                                            

COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
For the time being all outside activities have suspended meetings. 

  Sundays 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm  French Church 
  Mondays 3:30 pm - 6:00 pm  United Girls Choir 
  Tuesdays 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Hispanic AA 
  Thursdays 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm  Overeaters Anonymous 
    7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Men’s AA  
    7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Hispanic AA 
  3rd Thursday 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Hamden Plains Friends 
  Saturdays 3:00 - 5:00 pm   Spanish Women’s AA 
  Various Days/Times        Daniel Cohen 

 

Krystal Ritchie, Kathy, end stage cancer     
Bancroft Nicholson, brother, Vernon, had a stroke                
Carol Galloway, parent, James & Sarah, health issues       
Margaret Turner, sister-in law blood infection 
      
For our world during the coronavirus                                     
UM Church, during historic changes               
Please pray for our Church daily 
 
 
Please submit prayer request to the church office. 
secretary.hpumc@gmail.com or leave a message on the office phone. 203.248.4654 
You can always contact Pastor Brian for other needs. 
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Phone: 203-248-4654 
E-MAIL: brian.bodt@nyac-umc.com 
E-MAIL: Secretary.hpumc@gmail.com 
 

HAMDEN PLAINS UMC 
15 CHURCH STREET 
HAMDEN   CT     06514 
The Rev. Dr. Brian Bodt, Pastor 
 

the messenger 
april 2020 


